




CENTRAL LANCASHIRE  
STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN 
 

December 2018                           Knight Kavanagh & Page                                  1 
 

ABBREVIATIONS 

 
3G   Third Generation (artificial turf) 
AGP   Artificial Grass Pitch 
CFA   County Football Association 
DCMS   Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
ECB   England and Wales Cricket Board 
EH   England Hockey 
FA   Football Association 
FC   Football Club 
FF   Football Foundation 
FE   Further Education 
FIT   Fields in Trust 
GIS   Geographical Information Systems 
HE   Higher Education 
KKP   Knight, Kavanagh and Page 
LFA   Lancashire County Football Association 
LCF   Lancashire Cricket Foundation 
LTA   Lawn Tennis Association 
MES   Match equivalent sessions 
NGB   National Governing Body 
NPPF    National Planning Policy Framework  
PPS   Playing Pitch Strategy 
RFL   Rugby Football League 
RFU   Rugby Football Union 
RUFC   Rugby union football club 
S106   Section 106 
SE   Sport England 
TBTT   Transforming British Tennis Together 
TGR   Team generation rate 
UK   United Kingdom 
WR   World Rugby 
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GLOSSARY 
 
Capacity is the amount of play a site can regularly accommodate (in the relevant comparable 
unit) for community use without adversely affecting its quality and use.  This is typically 
outlined by the NGB 
 
Overplay is when a pitch is used over the amount that the carrying capacity will allow, (i.e. 
more than the site can accommodate).  Pitches have a limit of how much play they can 
accommodate over a certain period of time before their quality, and in turn their use, is 
adversely affected. 
 
Spare capacity is the amount of additional play that a pitch could potentially accommodate in 
additional to current activity. There may be reasons why this potential to accommodate 
additional play should not automatically be regarded as actual spare capacity, for example, a 
site may be managed to regularly operate slightly below its carrying capacity to ensure that it 
can cater for a number of friendly matches and training activity. This is investigated before the 
capacity is deemed actual spare capacity. 
 
Match equivalent sessions is an appropriate comparable unit for pitch usage.  For football, 
rugby union and rugby league, pitches should relate to a typical week within the season and 
one match = one match equivalent session if it occurs every week or 0.5 match equivalent 
sessions if it occurs every other week (i.e. reflecting home and away fixtures).  For cricket 
pitches, it is appropriate to look at the number of match equivalent sessions over the course 
of a season and one match = one match equivalent session. 
 
Displaced demand generally relates to play by teams or other users of playing pitches from 
within the study area (i.e. from residents of the study area) which takes place outside of the 
area.  This may be due to issues with the provision of pitches and ancillary facilities in the 
study area, just reflective of how the sports are played (e.g. at a central venue for the wider 
area) or due to the most convenient site for the respective users just falling outside of the local 
authority/study area. 
 
Unmet demand is demand that is known to exist but unable to be accommodated on current 
supply of pitches. This could be in the form of a team with access to a pitch for matches but 
nowhere to train or vice versa.  This could also be due to the poor quality and therefore limited 
capacity of pitches in the area and/or a lack of provision and ancillary facilities which meet a 
certain standard of play/league requirement.  League secretaries may be aware of some 
unmet demand as they may have declined applications from teams wishing to enter their 
competitions due to a lack of pitch provision which in turn is hindering the growth of the league. 
 
Latent demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current 
population (i.e. sports clubs) should they have access to more or better provision.  
 
Future demand is an informed estimate made of the likely future demand for pitches in the 
study area. This is generally based on the most appropriate current and future population 
projections for the relevant age and gender groupings for each sport.  Key trends, local 
objectives and targets and consultation also inform this figure. 
 
Casual use or other use could take place on natural grass pitches or AGPs and include:  
 
 Regular play from non-sports club sources (e.g. companies, schools, fitness classes) 
 Infrequent informal/friendly matches or training sessions 
 More casual forms of a particular sport organised by sports clubs or other parties 
 Significant public use and informal play, particularly where pitches are located in 

parks/recreation grounds.  
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) for Central Lancashire which incorporates the three 
local authorities of Chorley, Preston and South Ribble and their partners. Building upon the 
preceding Assessment Report it provides a clear, strategic framework for the maintenance 
and improvement of existing outdoor sports pitches and ancillary facilities.  
 
A Steering Group has led and will continue to lead the PPS to ensure the delivery and 
implementation of its recommendations and actions. It is made up of representatives from 
the Councils, Sport England, Greater Sport and National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs). 
 
The following types of outdoor sports facilities were agreed by the steering group for inclusion 
in the Assessment and Strategy. 
 
Pitch sports have been assessed using the guidance set out in Sport England’s Playing Pitch 
Strategy Guidance: An approach to developing and delivering a playing pitch strategy (2014).  
 
Pitch sports: 
 
 Football pitches 
 Rugby union pitches 
 Rugby league pitches 
 Cricket pitches 
 Third generation artificial grass (3G) pitches  
 Artificial grass pitches (AGPs - including use for hockey) 
 
Outdoor sports have been assessed using Sport England’s Assessing Needs and 
Opportunities Guidance (2014). Non-pitch outdoor sports require a different methodology to 
assess demand and supply to that used for pitch sports.  
 
Outdoor sports: 
 
 Outdoor bowling greens 
 Outdoor tennis courts 
 Athletics tracks 
 Cycling 
 Golf 
 
A Playing Pitch Strategy provides the evidence required to help protect playing fields to 
ensure sufficient land is available to meet existing and projected future pitch requirements. 
Planning Policy and other relevant sport related corporate strategies must be based upon a 
robust evidence base in order to ensure planning, local policies and sport development 
criteria can be implemented efficiently and effectively. The strategy is capable of the following 
in Chorley, Preston and South Ribble: 
 
 Providing a clear framework for all playing pitch providers, including the public, private 

and third sectors; 
 Clearly addressing the needs of all identified sports within the local areas, picking up 

particular local demand issues; 
 Addressing issues of population growth, and or major growth/regeneration areas; 
 Addressing issues of cross boundary facility provision; 
 Addressing issues of accessibility, quality and management; 
 Standing up to scrutiny at a public inquiry as a robust study; 
 Providing realistic aspirations which are implementable within the local authority’s 

budgetary position and procurement regime. 
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The partner organisations have a vested interest in ensuring existing playing fields, pitches 
and ancillary facilities can be protected and enhanced. Many of the objectives and actions 
will need to be delivered and implemented by sports organisations and education 
establishments in addition to the councils. 
 
Strategy structure 
 
The Strategy has been developed from research and analysis of playing pitch provision and 
usage within the three local authorities to provide: 
 
 A vision for the future improvement and prioritisation of outdoor sports facilities. 
 A number of aims to help deliver the recommendations and actions.  
 A series of sport by sport recommendations which provide a strategic framework for sport 

led improvements to provision 
 A range of sport by sport and local authority wide and cross authority scenarios to help 

inform policy recommendations and prioritisation of actions. 
 A series of strategic recommendations which provide a strategic framework for the 

improvement, maintenance, development and, as appropriate, rationalisation of 
provision. 

 A prioritised area-by-area action plan to address key issues. 
 
The Strategy and Action Plan recommends a number of priority projects for the local 
authorities which should be implemented over the next ten years. It provides a framework for 
improvement and, although resources may not currently be in place to implement it, potential 
partners and possible sources of external funding (see Appendix Four: Funding Plan1).  
 
Monitoring and updating 
  
It is important that there is regular annual monitoring and review against the actions identified 
in the Strategy. This monitoring should be led by the councils and supported by the Steering 
Group. As a guide, if no review and subsequent update has been carried out within three 
years of the PPS being signed off by the Steering Group, then Sport England and the NGBs 
would consider the PPS and the information on which it is based to be out of date. If the PPS 
is used as a ‘live’ document, and kept up to date, the time frame can be extended to five 
years.  
 
The PPS should be reviewed on an annual basis from the date it is formally signed off by the 
Steering Group. This will help to maintain the momentum and commitment that would have 
been built up when developing the PPS. Taking into account the time to develop the PPS this 
should also help to ensure that the original supply and demand information is no more than 
two years old without being reviewed. Part 8 of this strategy report contains a suggested 
process for carrying out the update and monitoring. The Steering Group will need to agree 
the process prior to adoption of this strategy. 
 
 
  

                                                
1 Please note that Sport England funding streams will be subject to change throughout 2017/18 
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Study area 
 
The study area as a whole includes the three Central Lancashire authorities of Chorley, 
Preston and South Ribble. Further to this, analysis areas have been created to allow for a 
more localised assessment of provision and examination of playing pitch supply and demand 
at a local level within each of the authority areas as follows: 
 

Authority area Analysis area Population (MYE 2016) 

Chorley Chorley East 29,020 

Chorley West 27,694 

Chorley Central 57,637 

Chorley total 114,351 

Preston Preston North East 44,246 

Preston North West 37,323 

Preston South 60,232 

Preston total 141,801 

South Ribble Leyland 33,261 

Eastern 27,061 

Penwortham 22,916 

Western Parishes 15,662 

Central 11,218 

South Ribble total 106,835 

 
Figure 1.1: Analysis area map 
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Whilst the analysis areas are used for the basis of reporting, the strategy also addresses the 
sport specific geography of Central Lancashire. Many sports and leagues cross these 
boundaries and pitch facilities in one area may also be suitable for clubs in another area. This 
cross-boundary movement has therefore been taken into consideration when producing this 
strategy. 
 
Context  
 
The primary purpose of the PPS is to provide a strategic framework which ensures that the 
provision of outdoor playing pitches meet local and community needs of existing and future 
residents and visitors to the Central Lancashire area. The strategy will be produced in 
accordance with national planning guidance and provide robust and objective justification for 
future playing pitch provision throughout Central Lancashire. The Strategy is produced in 
accordance with Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance (October 2013 as updated 
in March 2014) and the National Planning Policy Framework (Feb 2019) and provides robust 
and objective justification for future playing pitch provision across the three local authorities.  
 
One of the core planning principles of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is to 
improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community and 
cultural facilities and services to meet local needs. Section 8 of the NPPF covers the topic of 
healthy and safe communities. Paragraph 96 discusses the importance of access to high 
quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation that can make an important 
contribution to the health and well-being of communities.  
 
The Core Strategy is over six years old and it is timely to review the policy framework, strategy, 
assessments, assumptions and recommendations relating to open space, sport and 
recreation. The PPS will add to the evidence base supporting the review of the Core Strategy 
and Local Plans for Central Lancashire. This will in turn support strategic policies and site 
allocations relating to leisure, outdoor sports facilities, health and well-being and green 
infrastructure in the emerging Central Lancashire Local Plan. It will also provide an evidence 
base for developer contributions through section 106 agreements, community infrastructure 
levy (CIL) and to support day to day decision making. 
 
The PPS will also support a number of service priorities including corporate priorities relating 
to health and well-being, community and environment. 
 
Population growth 
 
Team generation rates were used, in the Assessment Report, to provide an indication of how 
many people it may take to generate a team (by gender and age group), in order to help 
estimate the change in demand for pitch sports that may arise from any population change 
in the study area. 
 
The current resident population in Chorley is 114,351 (MYE 2016). By 2036 (the period to 
which this assessment projects population based future demand, in line with the new Central 
Lancashire Local Plan period) the Borough’s population is projected to increase to 130,834 
representing an increase of 16,483 (or equivalent to a percentage increase of 14%) according 
to ONS data. 
 
The current resident population in Preston is 141,801. By 2036 (the period to which this 
assessment projects population based future demand, in line with the new Central Lancashire 
Local Plan period) the Borough’s population is projected to decrease slightly to 140,342 
according to ONS data.  
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The current resident population in South Ribble is 106,835. By 2036 (the period to which this 
assessment projects population based future demand, in line with the new Central Lancashire 
Local Plan period) the Borough’s population is projected to increase to 112,136 representing 
an increase of 5,301 (or equivalent to a percentage increase of 4.9%) according to ONS data.  
 
Housing growth 
 
The Central Lancashire Core Strategy 2012 sets out strategic planning policies for health and 
well-being including sport and recreation. Each of the three local authorities subsequently 
adopted more detailed Local Plan policies set out in: 
 
 Chorley Local Plan 2012-2026 
 Preston Local Plan 2012-2026 
 South Ribble Local Plan 2012-2026 
 
Chorley 
 
The current Chorley Local Plan sets out a housing requirement of 6,834 dwellings (417 
dwellings per annum plus a previous undersupply of 162 dwellings) for the period 2012-2026. 
At April 2018, 3,718 dwellings had been completed. 
 
Preston  
 
The current Preston Local Plan provides for the net growth of approximately 8,500 dwellings 
over the period to 2026, 5,500 of those coming within the North West Preston Strategic 
Location. The remaining 3,000 dwellings are distributed across the main urban area, although 
approximately 1,000 are within the Cottam Hall development adjacent to North West Preston. 
A significant number of these dwellings have planning permission already and are under 
construction. 
 
South Ribble 
 
The South Ribble Local Plan provides for the net growth of approximately 6,900 houses over 
the period to 2026.  Many of these dwellings have been completed since the adoption of the 
Local Plan in 2015 and more than 3,400 have planning permission. Over 60 of the 
permissioned sites are currently under construction. 
 
Summary 
 
The PPS will help evidence the review of the Local Plans across Central Lancashire, however, 
the authorities are not yet in a position to know what level of housing growth will be planned 
for in the new Central Lancashire Local Plan, to 2036.  
 
Levels of housing growth in the revised Central Lancashire Local Plan will be determined 
during its preparation, taking into consideration the government’s standardised methodology 
for calculating minimum annual local housing need.  
 
Operational 
 
The Strategy can help improve current asset management. An assessment of all pitches (in 
use and lapsed) will be undertaken to understand how pitches are used and whether the 
current maintenance and management regimes are appropriate or require change. The site-
specific Action Plan will identify sites where quality of provision can be enhanced. 
 
 



CENTRAL LANCASHIRE  
STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN 
 

December 2018                           Knight Kavanagh & Page                                  8 
 

Sports development 
 
In terms of sports development the strategy will be able to help: 
 
 identify which sites have community use and whether that use is secure or not; 
 identify where community use of school sports pitches is most needed to address any 

identified deficits in pitch provision; 
 provide better information to residents and other users of sports pitches available for use. 

This includes information about pitches and sports teams/user groups; and 
 promote sports development and help unlock latent demand by identifying where the lack 

of facilities might be supressing the formation of teams/community needs. 
 
Definitions 
 
Match equivalent sessions (MES) 
 
Pitches have a limit of how much play they can accommodate over a certain period of time 
before their quality, and in turn their use, is adversely affected. As the main usage of pitches 
is likely to be for matches, it is appropriate for the comparable unit to be match equivalent 
sessions but may for example include training sessions. 
 
Based on how they tend to be played this unit for football, rugby union and rugby league 
pitches relate to a typical week within the season for each sport. For cricket pitches it is 
appropriate to look at the number of match equivalent sessions (MES) over the course of a 
season.  
 
Pitch capacity 
 
The capacity for pitches to regularly provide for competitive play, training and other activity 
over a season is most often determined by quality. As a minimum, the quality and therefore 
the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and people’s enjoyment of playing 
football.  In extreme circumstances it can result in the inability of the pitch to cater for all or 
certain types of play during peak and off peak times. Pitch quality is often influenced by 
weather conditions and drainage. 
 
As a guide, each NGB has set a standard number of matches that each grass pitch type should 
be able to accommodate without adversely affecting its current quality (pitch capacity): 
 

Sport Pitch type No. of matches 

Good quality Standard 
quality 

Poor quality 

Football Adult pitches 3 per week 2 per week 1 per week 

Youth pitches 4 per week 2 per week 1 per week 

Mini pitches 6 per week 4 per week 2 per week 

Rugby 
union 

Natural Inadequate (D0) 2 per week 1.5 per week 0.5 per week 

Natural Adequate (D1) 3 per week 2 per week 1.5 per week 

Pipe Drained (D2) 3.25 per week 2.5 per week 1.75 per week 

Pipe and Slit Drained 
(D3) 

3.5 per week 3 per week 2 per week 

Cricket One grass wicket 

One synthetic wicket 

5 per season 

60 per season 

4 per season 0 per season 

Rugby 
league 

Senior pitches 3 per week 2 per week 1 per week 
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Shortfalls 
 
Please note that shortfalls are expressed in match equivalent sessions rather than as pitches 
as it is possible that shortfalls could be accommodated in various ways (e.g. through pitch 
improvements) and not just by providing more pitches. For a full Glossary of terms please 
refer to Appendix Four. 
 
Headline findings 
 
The following table highlights the quantitative headline findings identified for all sports included 
in the preceding PPS Assessment Report. For pitch sports both spare capacity and shortfalls 
are quantified in match equivalent sessions (MES) per week (or per season for cricket). For 
an analysis area breakdown please refer to the Action Plan. 
 
Central Lancashire 
 

Sport Local 
authority 

Current picture (MES2) Future picture (20363) 

Football 
(grass 
pitches) 

 

Chorley  Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 2 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches 
overplayed by 2 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches have spare 
capacity of 0.5 MES per week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1.5 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches have spare 
capacity of 2 MES per week 

 Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches 
overplayed by 12 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches overplayed 
by 1 MES per week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches have spare 
capacity of 0.5 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES per week 

Preston   Adult pitches are overplayed 
by 6.5 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 1 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches at capacity 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are 
overplayed by 1 MES per 
week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches at capacity 

 Adult pitches are overplayed by 
6.5 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 2 MES per week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches at capacity 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are overplayed 
by 1 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are overplayed 
by 5 MES per week 

South 
Ribble 

 Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 2 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 6 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 1.5 MES per 
week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are 
overplayed by 1.5 MES per 
week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches at capacity 

 Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 1MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 10 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 6.5 MES per 
week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are overplayed 
by 1.5 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are overplayed 
by 8.5 MES per week 

                                                
2 Match equivalent sessions 
3 Future demand based on ONS calculations and club consultation which also includes any latent and displaced 
demand identified. 
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Sport Local 
authority 

Current picture (MES2) Future picture (20363) 

 Central 
Lancashire 

 Adult pitches are overplayed 
by 1.5 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 8 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 1 MES per 
week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are 
overplayed by 1 MES per 
week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES per week 

 Adult pitches are overplayed by 
3.5 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 23 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 7.5 MES per 
week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are overplayed 
by 2 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are overplayed 
by 15 MES per week 

Football  

(3G 
pitches)4 

Chorley  Shortfall of 4 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 5 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

Preston  Shortfall of 2 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 2 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

South 
Ribble 

 Shortfall of 1 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 2 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

Central 
Lancashire 

 Shortfall of 7 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 9 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

Rugby 
union 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches at capacity 

 Mini pitches at capacity 

 Senior pitches at capacity 

 Mini pitches at capacity 

Preston  Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES 

 Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES 

South 
Ribble 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 1.5 MES 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

Central 
Lancashire 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES 

Rugby 
league 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 4.5 MES 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by five MES 

Preston  Senior pitches at capacity 

 Junior pitches at capacity 

 Mini pitches at capacity 

 Senior pitches at capacity 

 Junior pitches at capacity 

 Mini pitches at capacity 

South 
Ribble 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 3 MES 

 Junior pitches are at capacity 

 Spare capacity of 1 MES on 
mini pitches 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 2.5 MES 

 Junior pitches are at capacity 

 Spare capacity of 0.75 MES on 
mini pitches 

Central 
Lancashire 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 3 MES 

 Junior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 7.5 MES 

 Junior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches have spare 
capacity of 0.25 MES 

                                                
4 Based on accommodating 38 teams to one full size pitch for affiliated team training. 
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Sport Local 
authority 

Current picture (MES2) Future picture (20363) 

Cricket Chorley  Spare capacity of 44 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

 Spare capacity of 26 match 
equivalent sessions per season 

Preston  Shortfall of 62 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

 Shortfall of 72 match equivalent 
sessions per season 

South 
Ribble 

 Shortfall of 64 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

 Shortfall of 64 match equivalent 
sessions per season 

Central 
Lancashire 

 Shortfall of 82 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

 Shortfall of 110 match 
equivalent sessions per season 

Hockey Chorley  Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality 
pitches meaning that other 
pitches should be retained 
as hockey suitable surfaces 
in the meantime. 

 Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality 
pitches meaning that other 
pitches should be retained as 
hockey suitable surfaces in 
the meantime. 

Preston  There is capacity in Preston to 
accommodate current 
demand; however, the pitch 
at Preston Sports Club does 
need resurfacing meaning 
that all hockey suitable 
AGPs should be retained. 

 Demand can be met by current 
provision; particularly with 
Garstang HC relocating to Wyre 
District, increasing the amount 
of available capacity. 

South 
Ribble 

 There is sufficient level of 
supply across South Ribble 

 There are sufficient level of 
supply across South Ribble 

Central 
Lancashire 

 There is sufficient levels of 
supply across Central 
Lancashire; however, there is 
a need to improve both 
quality and accessibility. 

 There is sufficient levels of 
supply across Central 
Lancashire; however, there is 
a need to improve both 
quality and accessibility. 

Tennis 
courts 

Central 
Lancashire 

 Although there are a sufficient 
supply of courts at all sites 
across Central Lancashire; 
there is a need to utilise the 
spare capacity on non-club 
community available courts 
to actualise substantial 
amounts of latent demand.  

 Although there are a sufficient 
supply of courts at all sites 
across Central Lancashire; 
there is a need to utilise the 
spare capacity on non-club 
community available courts 
to actualise substantial 
amounts of latent demand. 

Bowling 
greens 

Central 
Lancashire 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

Athletics Central 
Lancashire 

 Demand can be met in 
Preston and South Ribble with 
retained access; however, 
there is insufficient provision 
for levels of demand within 
Chorley 

 Demand can be met in Preston 
and South Ribble with retained 
access; however, there is 
insufficient provision for levels 
of demand within Chorley 

Cycling Central 
Lancashire 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

Golf Central 
Lancashire 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 
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Conclusions 
 

The existing position for all pitch sports is either demand is currently being met or there is a 
shortfall. For football, all analysis areas evidence shortfalls at one or more pitch formats, with 
these shortfalls increasing and including new shortfalls at some formats through future 
demand increases. There are key present and future shortfalls for full sized 3G pitches for 
football team training and cricket, as well as for senior pitch types for rugby union and rugby 
league.  

 

Some shortfalls can be reduced through maximised access to future provision, for example, 
certification and use of 3G pitches for competitive football, rugby union or rugby league match 
play would create extra capacity to reduce grass pitch shortfalls as well as the shortfalls 
evidenced for 3G pitches for football team training. 
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PART 2: VISION 
 
Below is the vision for the Central Lancashire PPS. It sets out to capture the corporate themes 
within each authority to provide an all-encompassing vision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To achieve this vision, the strategy seeks to deliver the following objectives; 
 
 Ensure that all valuable facilities are protected for the long-term benefit of sport. 
 Promote a sustainable approach to the provision of playing pitches and management of 

sports clubs. 
 Ensure that there are enough facilities in the right place to meet current and projected 

future demand. 
 Ensure that all clubs have access to facilities of appropriate quality to meet current needs 

and longer-term aspirations. 

“To create high quality, sustainable outdoor sports facilities which meet community need, 
increase participation, help tackle health issues and provide accessible, inclusive 

activities for Central Lancashire residents as part of an active lifestyle.” 
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PART 3: AIMS 
 
The following overarching aims are based on the three Sport England themes (see Figure 1 
below). Delivery of the Strategy is the responsibility of and relies on, the Steering Group. 
 
It is recommended that the following are adopted by each Council and its partners to enable 
it to achieve the overall vision of the Playing Pitch Strategy and Sport England’s requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Sport England planning objectives - Protect, Enhance and Provide 
       
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Sport England 2015 

Aim 1 

To protect the existing supply of playing pitches where it is needed for meeting current 
and future needs 
 

Aim 2 

To enhance playing fields, pitches and ancillary facilities through improving quality and 
management of sites 

Aim 3 

To provide new playing pitches where there is current or future demand to do so 
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PART 4: SPORT SPECIFIC ISSUES SCENARIOS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Recommendations detailed below are not solely for the Councils to action, nor do they imply 
an expectation that the Councils will or can afford to make the necessary investments required. 
Rather, the purpose of the recommendations is to guide investment for any relevant bodies, 
including but not limited to Sport England and the NGBs for the sports the recommendations 
refer to. 
 
In order to help develop the recommendations/actions and to understand their potential impact 
a number of relevant scenario questions are tested against the key issues in this section for 
the playing pitch sports resulting in the sport specific recommendations. 
 
Football pitches  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary – grass 
 
 There is current spare capacity on adult pitches in Chorley and South Ribble whereas 

Preston is overplayed. This remains the same when accounting for future demand. 
 There is current overplay on youth 11v11 pitches in all three local authorities which 

worsens when accounting for future demand from TGRs and club aspirational growth. 
 Current spare capacity on youth 9v9 pitches exists in Chorley, whereas Preston is at 

capacity and South Ribble is overplayed. All local authorities are overplayed when 
accounting for future demand. 

 Current spare capacity on mini 7v7 pitches exists in Chorley with South Ribble and 
Preston being overplayed. When accounting for future demand this remains the same. 

 Current spare capacity on mini 5v5 pitches exists in Chorley with South Ribble and 
Preston being at capacity. When accounting for future demand all local authorities are 
overplayed. 

 The audit identifies a total of 294 grass football pitches in Central Lancashire across 131 
sites. Of these, 281 pitches are available, at some level, for community use across 123 
sites. 

 Chorley Council is in the process of developing a multi sports hub site at West Way 
Playing Fields. Preston City Council is in the process of developing a sports hub site at 
Ashton Park. South Ribble is looking to develop a sport pitch hub site. 

 Euxton Villa FC (Chorley), Cadley FC (Preston), Longsands Lynx JFC (Preston), 
Ribbleton FC (Preston) and Lostock Hall JFC (South Ribble) all report aspirations to 
develop additional pitch provision. 

 New Longton Rovers FC (South Ribble) has aspirations to secure tenure at New Longton 
Sports & Social Club and New Longton Village Hall. 

 There are pitch quality issues at the following sites in Chorley; Jim Fowlers Memorial 
Ground, Twin Lakes (Croston), King George V Field and Sandy Lane. 

 There are pitch quality issues at the following sites in Preston; Ashton Park, Sherwood 
Park and BAC/EE. 

 There are pitch quality issues at the following sites in South Ribble; Penwortham Holme 
(Mini Pitches), New Longton Sports & Social Club, New Longton Village Hall and Factory 
Lane (Cardinal Newman College). 

 All the pitches are located at Penwortham Holme (Mini Pitches) and have not been used 
in the 2017/18 season due considerable amounts of damage caused to the playing 
surface preseason, through unauthorised access by the travelling community. 

There is currently an overall shortfall on all pitch types across Central Lancashire 
apart from on mini 5v5 pitch types. When accounting for future demand from both 
TGRs and club aspirational demand shortfalls become evident on all pitch types. 
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 Through the audit and assessment, 649 teams identified as playing on formal pitches 
within Central Lancashire. This consists of 120 adult men’s, 10 adult women’s, 248 youth 
boys’, 35 youth girls’ and 236 mini mixed teams. 

 The total future demand expressed amounts to 31.5 match equivalent sessions. 
 TGRs predicted that there will be a potential increase 23 youth 11v11 boys’, two youth 

11v11 girls’, five youth 9v9 boys’, two mini 7v7 and one mini 5v5 team across the Central 
Lancashire. 

 Across Central Lancashire there are 33 match equivalent sessions per week of spare 
capacity with the majority of this being evident on adult pitch types. 

 Overplay on football pitches across Central Lancashire amounts to 43.5 match equivalent 
sessions the majority of which is on adult pitches. There is no recorded overplay on mini 
5v5 pitch types across any of the three local authorities. 

 
Scenarios – grass 
 
Loss of access to potential low value pitch sites 
 
There are six sites across Central Lancashire, detailed below, which are identified as being of 
potential low value pitch supply in relation to provision.  
 
Table 4.1: Summary of potential low value sites  
 

 
These sites are generally considered to be of low value in terms of their current contribution 
to formal pitch supply with limited community use due to their geographical location. 
Investment in pitch quality improvements and ancillary provision at these sites is therefore 
unlikely to yield high returns given the scale of the facilities relative to the amount of investment 
that would be needed to deliver substantive enhancements to the sites as standalone facilities. 
 
As standalone facilities, these sites are currently limited in respect of the sporting contribution 
they can make, and so, consideration could be given to releasing the sites for an alternative 
use subject to there being appropriate mitigation secured to address the loss in line with the 
National Planning Policy Framework Paragraph 97, or to third-party management (e.g. clubs, 
parish councils, etc).  
 
Such mitigation would require the re-provision of the sporting value at an alternative site in the 
locality, in a form consistent with this Strategy. 
 
  

Site 
ID 

Site name Analysis 
area 

Amount of 
demand onsite 

(MES) 

Current provision 

(pitches) 

 Preston 

41 King George V Playing Field, Broughton North West No use 1 x poor adult 

76 Station Lane North West 0.5 1 x poor adult 

77 Tanterton playing Fields North West 0.5 2 x poor adult 

 South Ribble 

104 Holland House Road Playing Field Eastern 0.5  1 x poor youth 
(11v11) 

157 Tardy Gate Playing Fields Central 2  

 

1 x poor adult 

163 Watering Pool Lane Playing Fields / St 
Cuthbert’s Playing Field 

Central 1 2 x poor mini (7v7) 
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In total, if these pitches were removed from provision there would be a need to relocate 4.5 
match equivalent session of demand; one MES in Preston and 3.5 MES in South Ribble. As 
both local authorities have aspirations to create additional artificial provision (3G pitches) this 
demand could be relocated to any such developments. 
 
Securing access to education sites  
 
Education sites generally accommodate large areas of playing field and playing pitches. 
However, as tenure on these sites is generally considered to be unsecure, potential capacity 
is not captured, or it is discounted. Securing access to these sites can provide an opportunity 
to help address remaining shortfalls across Central Lancashire.  
 
Please note that sites not included below are either unavailable for community use or are 
already overplayed or played to capacity and do not offer spare capacity. For example, 
Southlands High School in Chorley, pitches are overplayed due to poor quality. 
 
Table 4.2: Summary of spare capacity at education sites  
 

Site 
ID 

Site name Pitch type Number of 
pitches 

Amount of peak time 
spare capacity 

discounted due to 
unsecure tenure 

Chorley 

171 Albany Science College Adult 1 1 MES 

Youth 9v9 1 1 MES 

177 Bishop Rawstorne C of E 
Language College 

Youth 11v11 3 1.5 MES 

220 Holy Cross High School Mini 7v7 1 1 MES 

229 Parklands High School Youth 11v11 1 1 MES 

Youth 9v9 1 1 MES 

237 St Michael’s CE High School Adult 3 3 MES 

269 Rivington and Blackrod High 
School (upper School) 

Youth 11v11 2 2 MES 

Preston 

8 Broughton Business Enterprise 
College & high school 

Youth 11v11 3 3 MES 

11 Christ the King Catholic High 
School 

Youth 9v9 2 2 MES 

13 Corpus Christi Catholic High 
School 

Youth 11v11 1 0.5 MES 

South Ribble 

85 All Hallows Catholic High School Youth 9v9 1 0.5 MES 

87 Balshaw's C of E High School Youth 9v9 2 0.5 MES 

120 Lostock Hall Academy Youth 9v9 2 1.5 MES 

151 St Mary's Catholic high school & 
College 

Youth 11v11 2 1.5 MES 

161 Walton-Le-Dale Arts College and 
High School 

Mini 7v7 2 2 MES 

Youth 11v11 3 1.5 MES 

164 Wellfield Business and Enterprise 
College & high school 

Youth 11v11 2 2 MES 

169 Worden Sports College Adult 1 1 MES 

Youth 11v11 2 1.5 MES 

Youth 9v9 1 0.5 MES 
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There are several education sites in Central Lancashire which contain football pitches which 
have the potential to help address remaining shortfalls by securing access through community 
use agreements. In total, 33 match equivalent sessions of spare capacity could be generated 
if tenure to the abovementioned school site could be secured. However, securing access to 
these sites is dependent on a number of factors including the willingness of the school to allow 
community use. 
 
Table 4.3: Summary of discounted spare capacity 
 

 
In addition to having unsecure tenure, it should also be noted that 18 of the education pitches 
are also assessed as poor quality. Therefore, there would be a need to secure tenure and 
improve pitch quality at the following sites to create actual spare capacity: 
 
 Christ the King Catholic High School (Preston) 
 Lostock Hall Academy (South Ribble) 
 Walton-Le-Dale Arts College and High School (South Ribble) 
 Balshaw's C of E High School (South Ribble) 
 St Mary's Catholic high school & College (South Ribble) 
 All Hallows Catholic High School (South Ribble) 
 Penwortham Priory Academy (South Ribble) 
 
 

256 Penwortham Priory Academy Youth 11v11 3 3 MES 

Youth 9v9 2 0.5 MES 

Local authority Summary of discounted spare capacity (MES)  

Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 Totals 

Chorley 4 4.5 2 1 - 11.5 

 

Preston - 3.5 2 - - 5.5 

 

South Ribble 1 9.5 3.5 2 - 16 

 

Total 5 17.5 7.5 3 - 33 
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Penwortham Holme (Mini Pitches) – as discussed in the preceding Assessment Report, the central venue at Penwortham Holme (located 
in South Ribble) is not in use for the 2017/18 football season due to quality issues. The site had a total of 20 poor quality mini 5v5 pitches 
which are usually used as a central venue for 96 mini teams in the Mid Lancashire Junior Football League equating to a total of 48 match 
equivalent sessions of demand per week.  
 
South Ribble Borough Council reports from the start of the 2019 season the site will host 19 mini 5v5 pitches for a total of 110 teams on a 
Saturday AM. This will be managed through staggered kick off times with each pitch receiving three games a week (09:30, 10:30 and 11:30). 
 
Table 4.4: Penwortham Holme 

 
The table above examines the capacity analysis of the pitches with varying quality ratings. As shown, if the 110 teams where to be reintroduced 
whilst the pitches where still poor quality they would be overplayed by 17 match equivalent sessions per week, however, if pitches were 
improved to standard or good quality they would have potential capacity to accommodate 21 and 59 match equivalent session per week, 
respectively. 
 
It should be noted that even if the pitches were improved to good quality there would be no actual spare capacity available at peak time due 
to the number of matches taking place on the pitches. 
 
Alleviating overplay on secure sites – across Central Lancashire there is a total of 23 match equivalent session of overplay per week located 
on various pitch types at secured sites. This equates to 10.5 match equivalent session in Chorley, five match equivalent session in Preston and 
7.5 match equivalent sessions in South Ribble. 
 
Improving poor quality pitches with secure tenure (either through increased maintenance or drainage improvements to increase pitch capacity) 
to standard quality will help to create additional capacity, reducing overplay at sites where evident. This is explored in the table overleaf.  
 

Site 
ID 

Site name Analysis 
area 

Pitch 
type 

Pitches Quality 
rating 

Site 
capacity 

Anticipated demand 
in match equivalent 

sessions 

Overused, At 
Capacity or 
Potential to 

Accommodate 
additional play  

Actual spare 
capacity 

138 Penwortham 
Holme (Mini 
Pitches) 

South Ribble 

Penwortham 

(5v5) 19 Poor 38 55 -17 - 

Standard 76 55 21 - 

Good 114 55 59 - 
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Table 4.5: Summary of impact of improving poor quality pitches 
 

Site ID Site name Analysis area Pitch 
quality 

Number of 
pitches 

Pitch type Current 
capacity rating 

Improved 
quality 

Capacity rating 

Chorley 

184 Buckshaw Village Community 
Association 

East Standard 1 Youth 11v11 -2 Good - 

179 Bretherton Recreation Ground West Poor 1 Youth 9v9 -0.5 Standard 0.5 

221 Jim Fowlers Memorial Ground 
(Euxton Villa FC) 

West Standard 2 Adult -2 Good - 

221 Jim Fowlers Memorial Ground 
(Euxton Villa FC) 

West Poor 1 Mini 7v7 -5.5 Standard -3.5 

221 Jim Fowlers Memorial Ground 
(Euxton Villa FC) 

West Poor 1 Youth 9v9 -1.5 Standard -0.5 

Preston 

79 Sherwood Park North East Poor 1 Mini 7v7 -0.5 Standard 1.5 

79 Sherwood Park North East Poor 1 Youth 11v11 -1 Standard - 

20 Fulwood Amateurs Association 
Football Club 

North West Standard 1 Adult -1 Good - 

16 Fishwick Recreation Ground 
(London Road) 

Preston South Standard 1 Adult -0.5 Good 0.5 

63 Ribbleton Park Preston South Standard 1 Adult -1.5 Good -0.5 

63 Ribbleton Park Preston South Standard 1 Mini 7v7 -0.5 Good 1.5 

South Ribble 

157 Tardy Gate Playing Field Central Poor 1 Adult -1 Standard - 

123 Lostock St Gerards FC Eastern Standard 1 Adult -1 Good - 

145 Queen Victoria Ground (Walton-
le-Dale) 

Eastern Poor 1 Youth 9v9 -0.5 Standard 0.5 

168 Worden Park Leyland Poor 3 Youth 9v9 -1 Standard 2 

114 Lancashire Constabulary 
Training Headquarters, Hutton 

Western 
Parishes 

Poor 1 Youth 11v11 -3.5 Standard -2.5 

131 New Longton Sports & Social 
Club 

Western 
Parishes 

Poor 1 Adult -0.5 Standard 0.5 
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Chorley 
 
In Chorley the overall overplay at secure sites would reduce from 11.5 match equivalent 
sessions per week to four match equivalent sessions with overplay being fully alleviated at 
Bretherton Recreation Ground (West). 
 
Preston 
 
The total amount of overplay in Preston would decrease from five match equivalent sessions 
per week to just 0.5. The mini 7v7 pitch at Sherwood Park (North East) and Ribbleton Park 
(South) would each see spare capacity created of 1.5 match equivalent sessions and the adult 
pitch at Fishwick Recreation Ground (South) would have spare capacity of 0.5 match 
equivalent sessions per week. The only pitch to remain overplayed would be the adult pitch at 
Ribbleton Park, however, this would be minimal at 0.5 match equivalent sessions. 
 
South Ribble 
 
Overplay in the authority of South Ribble would be 2.5 match equivalent sessions per week if 
secure pitches increased quality by one increment.  Queen Victoria Ground (Eastern), Worden 
Park (Leyland) and New Longton Sports & Social Club (Western Parishes) would have 
overplay fully alleviated with Tardy Gate Playing Fields (Central) and Lostock St Gerards FC 
(Eastern) being played to capacity. The only site to remain overplayed would be Lancashire 
Constabulary Training Headquarters, Hutton (Western Parishes). 
 
Increasing the quality of overplayed secured pitches by one increment would alleviate a total 
of 13.5 match equivalent sessions of overplay per week across Central Lancashire. This being 
said there would also be an additional 20.5 match equivalent sessions of overplay remaining 
on pitches with unsecure tenure. 
 

Recommendations – grass 
 Existing quantity of football pitches to be protected, except for where low value/single 

pitch sites are considered suitable to be rationalised on the condition that re-provision 
of playing field land elsewhere represents a preferable and greater benefit to sport. 

 Seek to develop sustainable, multi-pitch football hubs which include 3G and grass 
pitches servicing team training, local football leagues, short-formats and non-
traditional participation and match play. 

 Where pitches are overplayed and rated as standard or poor quality, prioritise 
investment and review maintenance regimes to ensure it is of an appropriate standard 
to sustain/improve pitch quality. 

 Determine sites which would benefit most from technical assessment through the FA 
Pitch Improvement Programme (PIP).  

 Look to utilise actual spare capacity expressed on sites in order to cater for current 
and future demand. This may require improvements to pitch quality and is explored on 
a site by site basis within the accompanying action plan. 

 With future development of new full sized 3G pitches, secure and maximise 
community use for match play in order to accommodate future shortfalls. 

 Improve, provide and increase access to changing facilities which serve football 
pitches and ensure any works are suitable for female and disability.  

 Consider potential and feasibility for asset transfer, long-term leasehold or licence 
agreements to clubs which express interest and are considered realistically able to 
sustain and maintain sporting provision as required, allowing for greater opportunities 
to access external funding streams for facility development.  

 Explore the creation of a dedicated bank of maintenance equipment which can be 
utilised by all three local authorities to assist in the improvement of Council pitches. If 
created, allow for the equipment to be hired by clubs at a reduced cost.  
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3G pitches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 There are total of 12 full size 3G pitches in Central Lancashire. Preston has the most 

pitches with a total of six followed by South Ribble with five pitches. The least amount of 
full size 3G provision is Chorley with just one pitch located at Bishop Rawthorne C of E 
Language College. 

 In addition, there are also 11 smaller sized 3G pitches servicing Central Lancashire across 
six different sites. Preston and South Ribble each have five and Chorley has one smaller 
sized pitch. These pitches are considered to accommodate some level of football training 
although this is not considered extensive and as such is not thought to affect the shortfalls 
identified for access to full size 3G pitches. 

 Chorley Council, Euxton Villa FC and Chorley RFC all report aspirations to create full size 
3G provision. 

 Preston Council and Christ the King Catholic High School report aspirations to create full 
size 3G provision. 

 South Ribble Borough Council is looking to invest in a sports pitch hub site which will 
include 3G pitch provision. 

 There are two World Rugby Compliant 3G pitches in Central Lancashire located at 
Preston Grasshoppers RFC and Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN). 

 Across Central Lancashire nine of the 12 (75%) full size 3G pitches are managed on 
educational sites. Of the remaining three pitches, two are managed by sporting bodies 
these are Preston Grasshoppers (RFU) and Lancashire County Football Association 
Headquarters (Lancashire FA). 

 The availability of the pitches differs across Central Lancashire as the majority are located 
at educational sites which offer differing levels of accessibility. 

 Of the 12 full size 3G pitches eight (67%) are rated as good quality, three (25%) are 
standard quality and only one pitch (Corpus Christi Catholic High School) is poor quality. 

 
Scenarios – 3G pitches 
 
Across Central Lancashire, there is varying availability within each local authority for full size 
3G pitches for training and competitive demand. Pitches which are classified as available for 
training are fully accessible at peak time which is considered to be from 18:00 until 22:00 
Tuesday-Thursday. In comparison pitches which are classified available for competitive 
demand are fully available Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Table 4.6: Summary of availability of 3G pitches 
 

Site 
ID 

Site Local 
authority 

Availability 

Training Competitive 

Chorley 

177 Bishop Rawthorne C of E Language College Chorley ✓ ✓ 

Total 1 1 

  

There is an insufficient supply of full size 3G pitch equivalents to meet current and 
anticipated future training demand based on the FA training model in Central 

Lancashire. As such, it is determined that an increase in provision is required. 

 
The greatest current shortfall is in Chorley, amounting to four full size 3G pitches; 

however, there are also shortfalls of two in Preston and one in South Ribble. 
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Site 
ID 

Site Local 
authority 

Availability 

Training Competitive 

Preston 

2 Ashton Community Science College  Preston ✓ ✓ 

13 Corpus Christi Catholic High School Preston ✓ ✓ 

19 Fulwood Academy  Preston   

54 Preston College Preston ✓ ✓ 

56 Preston Grasshoppers RFC Preston   

59 Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN) Preston  ✓ ✓ 

Total 4 4 

South Ribble 

87 Balshaw's C of E High School South Ribble ✓  

115 Lancashire County Football Association 
Headquarters 

South Ribble ✓  

141 Penwortham Leisure Centre South Ribble ✓ ✓ 

146 Runshaw College  South Ribble ✓  

152 St Marys RC High School South Ribble ✓ ✓ 

Total 5 2 

 
Accommodating football training demand 
 
As evidenced in the preceding Assessment Report, in order to satisfy current football training 
demand for the 649 teams playing in Central Lancashire (based on the FA’s model of one full 
size 3G pitch being able to cater for 38 teams) there is a need for an additional seven full size 
3G pitch equivalents, with a further two required when accounting for future demand (based 
on a current supply of ten) to fully satisfy training demand.  
 
Table 4.7: Summary of 3G requirement in Central Lancashire 
 

Current number of 
teams 

Current 3G 
requirement5 

Future number of 
teams 

Future 3G 
requirement6 

649 17 716 19 

 
When studying demand by local authority (based on where teams currently play competitive 
fixtures), the shortfalls can be more specifically attributed. It identifies there is a shortfall of 
four full size floodlit 3G pitch equivalents in Chorley, two in Preston and one in South Ribble.  
 
Table 4.8: Summary of 3G requirement by local authority 
 

Local authority Current 
number of 

teams 

3G 
requirement7 

Current number 
of available 3G 

pitches 

Potential 
shortfall 

Chorley 195 5.13 - 5 1 4 

Preston 210 5.52 - 6 4 2 

South Ribble 244 6.42 - 6 5 1 

 
  

                                                
5 Rounded to the nearest whole number 
6 Rounded to the nearest whole number 
7 Rounded to the nearest whole number 
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It should be noted the current number of community available 3G pitches does not include the 
pitch at Fulwood Academy (Preston – North West) or Preston Grasshoppers RFC (Preston – 
North West). Fulwood Academy is excluded due to the fact it is not floodlit and therefore not 
widely available for community use at peak time and Preston Grasshoppers RFC as it is 
primarily programmed for rugby union training and matches with limited capacity available to 
accommodate football club training, though it is possible that small sided recreational football 
will form part of the programme in future at off-peak times for rugby union. 
 
When factoring in future demand the overall shortfall increases by two with one additional pitch 
needed in both Chorley and South Ribble. 
 
Table 4.9: Summary of future demand for 3G pitches 
 

Local authority Future number 
of teams 

3G 
requirement8 

Current number 
of available 3G 

pitches 

Potential 
shortfall 

Chorley 230 6.05 - 6 1 5 

Preston 222 5.84 - 6 4 2 

South Ribble 264 6.94 - 7 5 2 

 
Any future development of new full size 3G pitch provision within the three local authorities 
should be in the analysis areas with the greatest identified shortfalls. In Chorley this would be 
the Central Analysis Area, in Preston this would be either in the North West or South analysis 
areas whereas in South Ribble in would be best suited in the Penwortham Analysis Area. 
 
Accommodating Council based competitive football demand onto 3G pitches 
 
In Chorley, transferring all matches for teams currently playing competitive football on Council 
owned natural grass pitches may equate to a demand for two full sized floodlit 3G AGP 
(rounded up from 1.88) for all the different formats of the game. This is the highest 
accumulative demand from youth 11v11, youth 9v9 and mini 7v7 as they have the same peak 
time demand. 
 
In Preston, transferring all matches for teams currently playing competitive football on Council 
owned natural grass pitches may equate to a demand for eight full sized floodlit 3G AGP 
(rounded up from 7.83) for all the different formats of the game. This is based on adult, youth 
11v11, youth 9v9 and mini 7v7 pitch types all having the same peak period and therefore 
needing to access pitches in the same time period. 
 
In South Ribble, transferring all matches for teams currently playing competitive football on 
Council owned natural grass pitches may equate to a demand for seven full sized floodlit 3G 
AGP (rounded down from 7.27) for all the different formats of the game. Similar to Chorley, 
the highest accumulative demand in South Ribble is from adult (Sunday AM), youth 11v11, 
youth 9v9 and mini 7v7 as they have the same peak time demand. 
 
Table 4.10: Summary of requirement for 3G pitches 
 

Local authority Number of 3G requirement 
for competitive demand 

Current number of 
available 3G pitches at 
competitive peak time 

Potential shortfall 

Chorley 2 1 1 

Preston 8 4  4 

South Ribble 7 2  5 

                                                
8 Rounded to the nearest whole number 
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Of the six full size 3G pitches in Preston only four are available to accommodate competitive 
match play at the weekend. The pitches at Fulwood Academy and Preston Grasshoppers 
RFC have been excluded. 
 
Fulwood Academy is excluded due to the fact it is not floodlit and therefore not widely available 
for community use at peak time and Preston Grasshoppers RFC as it is primarily programmed 
for rugby union matches with limited capacity available to accommodate football club 
competitive demand. 
 
In comparison, South Ribble only has two full size 3G pitches available for competitive demand 
out of the five located within the authority. The pitches at Balshaw’s C of E High School and 
Runshaw College are discounted as they are unavailable for community use at the weekend, 
whereas, the pitch at Lancashire County Football Association Headquarters is not available 
as it is primarily used for FA Courses at the weekends. 
 
Mid Lancashire Junior Football League (MLJFL) – Central Venue 
 
The FA has an ambition to transfer 50% of mini play on to 3G pitches nationally. The most 
prominent League across Central Lancashire for mini football is the Mid Lancashire Junior 
Football League which fields a total of 106 mini 5v5 teams and 108 mini 7v7 teams within 
Chorley, Preston and South Ribble. 
 
The table below examines how many full size 3G pitches would be required to transfer this 
demand from natural grass pitches. The calculations are based on FA modelling which can 
be found in Appendix One: Increasing football use of 3G pitches. 
 
Table 4.11: Summary of requirement for 3G pitches  
 

Pitch size Number teams in MLJFL within Central 
Lancashire 

Number of 3G pitches 
required 

Mini 5v5 106 3 – 3.319 

Mini 7v7 108 7 - 6.7510 

 
The MLJFL already operates a central venue for all mini 5v5 football within South Ribble, 
however, this is located on natural pitches. In order to transfer this demand to 3G there would 
be a requirement for three full size floodlit pitches. If a similar central venue where to be 
established for mini 7v7 there would be a requirement for seven full size pitches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
9 Rounded to the nearest whole number 
10 Rounded to the nearest whole number 
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Cricket pitches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 
 There are 33 grass wicket squares in Central Lancashire located across 32 sites. All of 

the squares are available for community use, with the most existing in Chorley. 
 There are non-turf pitches (NTPs) accompanying the grass wicket squares at 11 sites 

across Central Lancashire. In addition there are five standalone NTPs. 
 Fulwood & Broughton CC is working with the LCF in developing provision at Fulwood & 

Broughton Cricket Club. The Club has recently bought the field to the east of its existing 
ground to develop a second square in addition to a new fixed bay practice area, car park 
and clubhouse extension. 

 Most cricket clubs (69% or 18 clubs) across Central Lancashire have secure tenure at 
their primary home ground with the remaining clubs renting their facilities. 

 Charnock St James CC (Chorley), Whittle & Clayton-le-woods CC (Chorley), Ingol CC 
(Preston), Whittingham & Goosnargh CC (Preston), BAC/EE CC (Preston), Veron Carus 
CC (South Ribble) and Walton-le-Dale CC (South Ribble) all have issues regarding 
security of tenure. 

Recommendations – 3G pitches  
 Develop full sized 3G pitch equivalents with floodlighting to reduce evidenced 

shortfalls in each local authority.  
 Explore opportunities to create multi-pitch football hub sites where 3G provision is 

able to support grass pitches as a sustainable community offer. 
 Ensure new 3G pitches are constructed to meet FA recommendations, so to maximise 

opportunities for use for all formats of competitive play. 
 Certify and register all future 3G pitches and ensure they are maintained regularly as 

required to ensure they are of sufficient quality to meet performance standard testing 
for FA certification. 

 With future development of new 3G pitches, secure and maximise community use for 
match play in order to accommodate future shortfalls. For example, as a condition of 
partnership investment or planning conditions.  

 Encourage providers to have a mechanism in place which ensures the long-term 
sustainability of provision, such as an adequate sinking fund for repairs or resurfacing. 

 Through the creation of new 3G pitches, consider options to deliver a wide variety of 
opportunities, for example, central venue, midweek flexi and vets leagues, as well as 
walking football and female development centres. 

 Link the Mid Lancashire Junior Football League to future use of 3G pitches and the 
development of any new provision at potential hub sites. 

Chorley has current spare capacity to accommodate an additional 44 match 
equivalent session per season once accounting for overplay. This is reduced 
to 26 match equivalent sessions per season when also accounting for future 
demand. However, given that all overplay is located in West Analysis Area, 

spare capacity might not be ideally located to meet all demand. 
 

Preston has insufficient supply to cater for current demand with a shortfall of 62 
match equivalent session per season. When factoring in future demand from 

aspirational club demand and TGRs the overall shortfall increases to 72 match 
equivalent sessions per season. These shortfalls are evident in the North East 

and North West analysis areas. 
 

South Ribble similarly overplayed by 64 match equivalent sessions per season 
which remains the same after considering future demand. It should be noted 

that these shortfalls arise from four of the five analysis areas, with the Central 
Analysis Area played to capacity. 
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 The non-technical assessment of grass wicket squares in Central Lancashire found 14 
squares to be good quality, 19 to be standard quality with no squares assessed as poor 
quality. 

 Although rated as standard quality Preston CC report the square at Preston Sports Club 
has suffered from vandalism and poor drainage within the last 12 months and has 
therefore reduced in quality. 

 There is a total of 26 affiliated clubs competing in Central Lancashire generating 144 
teams. As a breakdown, this equates to 72 senior men’s, three senior women’s and 69 
junior boys’ teams. 

 Most of the cricket demand in Central Lancashire is located within Chorley with a total of 
64 teams (43%). The remaining demand is split between South Ribble (36% or 53 teams) 
and Preston with 32 teams (21%). 

 When team generation rates are run by local authority, there is considered to be sufficient 
demand to create five additional junior boys team in Chorley. 

 In total there are two teams from two clubs which export demand from Central Lancashire 
one each Fulwood & Broughton CC and New Longton CC. 

 A LMS franchise is currently in operation in Lancashire (West Lancashire Midweek 
League), with the NTPs at Moor Park (Preston) and grass cricket squares at Charnock 
Richard FC (Mossie Park) being utilised. 

 The audit of ancillary facilities determined that nine grass wicket squares are 
accompanied by good quality changing rooms, 14 squares by standard quality changing 
rooms and three squares by poor quality changing rooms. 

 There is a total of 168 match equivalents sessions of overplay across Central Lancashire 
equating to 42 match equivalens sessions in Chorley, 62 in Preston and 64 in South 
Ribble. 

 There is overall shortfall for senior cricket on grass wicket squares in Central Lancashire 
amounting to 82 match equivalent sessions which increases to 110 match equivalent 
sessions when accounting for future demand from both TGRs and club aspirational 
demand. 

 
Scenarios 
 
Loss of unsecured sites – across Central Lancashire there are seven clubs which are 
considered to have unsecure tenure, which is summarised in the table below. 
 
Table 4.12: Summary of clubs with unsecure tenure 
 

Club name Site 
ID 

Site name Analysis 
area 

Amount of 
unsecure 

demand onsite 
(MES) 

Chorley 

Charnock St James CC 188 Charnock Richard Football Club 
(Mossie Park) 

Central 21 MES 

Whittle & Clayton-le-woods 
CC 

246 Whittle & Clayton-le-woods 
Cricket Club 

East 32 MES 

Preston 

BAC/EE CC 5 BAC/EE South 33 MES 

Ingol CC 56 Preston Grasshoppers RFC North West 21 MES 

Whittingham & Goosnargh 
CC 

83 Whittingham & Goosnargh Cricket 
Club 

North East 24 MES 

South Ribble 

Vernon Carus CC 159 Vernon Carus Sports & Social 
Club 

Penwortham 79 MES 

Walton-le-Dale CC 145 Queen Victoria Ground Eastern 41 MES 
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If access to these sites was lost there will be a need to accommodate 251 match equivalent 
sessions per season across Central Lancashire (53 MES in Chorley, 78 MES in Preston and 
120 MES in South Ribble). 
 
It should be noted there is enough spare capacity to accommodate the demand from Charnock 
St James CC in the Central Analysis Area of Chorley, however, there is no capacity to 
accommodate any of the remaining clubs on current provision. Therefore, there would be a 
need to create new squares in the following areas; Chorley (East Analysis Area), Preston 
(South, North West and North East analysis areas) and South Ribble (Penwortham and 
Eastern analysis areas). Any new provision created, or indeed expansion of existing provision 
would require to meet ECB ball strike regulations, which is discussed overleaf. 
 
Alternatively, an option would be to secure tenure for the above clubs at their current sites 
through a long term lease or licence agreement with the owners. Two clubs, Charnock St 
James CC (Chorley – Central) and Ingol CC (Preston – North West) report no issues in renting 
their facilities and have no ambition for long term tenure. 

 
Alleviating overplay – as seen in the table below, a total of 12 sites are overplayed by 168 
match equivalent sessions per season across Central Lancashire and have no capacity to 
accommodate additional play. This equates to 42 match equivalent sessions of overplay per 
season in Chorley, 62 match equivalent sessions of overplay per season in Preston and 64 
match equivalent sessions of overplay per season in South Ribble. 
 
Table 4.13: Summary of overplay 

 

Site ID Site name Analysis area Number of 
squares 

Overplay 
(matches per 

season) 

Chorley 

208 Euxton Cricket Club West 1 -13 

226 Mawdesley Cricket Club (Rectory Field) 

 

West 1 -29 

Preston 

18 Fulwood & Broughton Cricket Club North East 1 -20 

29 Grimsargh Green North West 1 -17 

56 Preston Grasshoppers RFC North West 1 -25 

South Ribble 

100 Gregson Lane  Eastern 1 -7 

145 Queen Victoria Ground (Walton-Le-
Dale) 

Eastern 1 -1 

99 Fox Lane Sports Club Leyland 1 -21 

164 Wellfield Business and Enterprise 
College & High School 

Leyland 1 -12 

143 Penwortham Sports and Social Club  Penwortham 1 -1 

108 Hutton C of E Grammar School Western Parishes 1 -1 

131 New Longton Sports & Social Club   Western Parishes 1 -21 

Total  -168 

 
As a guide, those sites which display overplay of less than 10 matches per season, Gregson 
Lane (South Ribble – Eastern), Queen Victoria Ground (South Ribble – Eastern), 
Penwortham, Sports and Social Club (South Ribble – Penwortham) and Hutton C of E 
Grammar School (South Ribble – Western Parishes) are generally able to sustain this with 
appropriate and rigorous maintenance.  
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However, as all four of these squares are standard quality it is recommended, they are 
improved to good quality through enhanced levels of maintenance and no further play is to 
take place. 

 
Given that Euxton Cricket Club (Chorley – West) and Wellfield Business and Enterprise 
College & High School (South Ribble – Leyland) are overplayed by just over the recommended 
10 matches, no further play is recommended given its standard quality is sustained. Similarly, 
if they were improved through enhanced levels of maintenance to good quality this would 
alleviate overplay to a manageable level. 

 
For the other sites, one solution could be to consider installing non-turf wickets. Please note 
that inclusion of a non-turf wicket for the management of fixtures would alleviate overplay 
issues, however this would be subject to league rules and minimum pitch specifications (the 
overall ground size is 115m which can accommodate a nine strip square (see ECB S9 pitch 
layout). Where possible the addition of a non-turf wicket could be considered for junior cricket 
(up to U15s) and potentially lower league cricket which will take the burden off remaining 
wickets due to intensification of use. This option should be considered on a site by site basis 
with the non turf wicket replacing one of the grass wickets which would address overplay 
(where feasibility and league rules allow). 
 
Alternatively, if not considered feasible, access to additional pitches is required to address 
overplay. This may be a feasible option for Mawdesley Cricket Club (Chorley – West), Fulwood 
& Broughton Cricket Club (Preston – North East) and Preston Grasshoppers RFC (Preston – 
North West) which are overplayed and already have a non turf wicket in-situ. Alternatively, 
clubs may be able to alleviate overplay to a sustainable level with greater utilisation on its non 
turf wicket. 
 
Creation of new provision – Fulwood & Broughton CC is currently developing an additional 
square at Fulwood & Broughton Cricket Club. The Club has recently bought the field to the 
east of its existing ground to develop a square. The site, as mentioned above, is overplayed 
by 20 match equivalent session per season. In addition to identified overplay the Club has 10 
match equivalent sessions of future demand (one senior men’s team) and 10 match equivalent 
session of exported demand (one senior men’s team, both of which it wants to play at home. 

 
Therefore, the new square should have a minimum of ten good quality wickets (50 match 
equivalent sessions per season) to alleviate overplay on the existing square, accommodate 
both exported and future demand and still have 10 match equivalent sessions available of 
spare capacity. 
 
Ball strike/site development – It should be noted that the ECB states that where there is 
either new cricket provision being put in place or more commonly development which may 
prejudice the use of the sporting facility there would be a requirement for a full ball strike risk 
assessment to be undertaken and appropriate mitigation put in place as part of the 
development. 
 
As such the ECB recommends that the clubs/organisations seek to have a ball strike risk 
assessment undertaken. Further information can be provided by the ECB. 
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Rugby union pitches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 Within Central Lancashire there are thirteen senior, four junior and three mini pitches 

provided; with all but one junior pitch available for community use.  
 There are two WR compliant 3G pitches in Central Lancashire, located at Preston 

Grasshoppers and Preston Sports Arena. At the time of assessment, the certification of 
the pitch at Preston Sports Arena had expired; it has since been re-certified. 

 Of the community available pitches in Central Lancashire, nine are assessed as good 
quality, six as standard and four as poor quality. The majority of the good quality pitches 
are located in Preston. 

Recommendations – cricket 
 Existing quantity of cricket pitches to be protected or be fully mitigated to meet 

National Planning Policy. 
 Assist Fulwood & Broughton CC in the development of its site at Fulwood & Broughton 

Cricket Club (Preston – North East) including the creation of an additional square and 
accompanying ancillary facilities. 

 Work in partnership with clubs in each local authority to secure long-term use of their 
respective sites. 

 Encourage clubs to seek opportunities for funding to improving poor quality ancillary 
facilities. 

 Look to sustain minimal levels of overplay at Euxton Cricket Club (Chorley – West), 
Grimsargh Green (Preston – North West), Fox Lane Sports Club (South Ribble – 
Leyland) and Wellfield Business and Enterprise College & High School (South Ribble 
– Leyland) through dedicated levels of enhanced maintenance and monitor future 
levels of demand. 

 Examine the feasibility of installing an NTP in order to alleviate overplay on a site by 
site basis. 

 Any new cricket provision created should have a ball strike assessment carried out as 
a matter of due course. Where new housing or building developments are under 
consideration within proximity to existing facilities a ball strike risk assessment should 
be undertaken. In addition, any clubs which could be potentially affected by this issue 
should be signposted to the ECB. 

 Maintain and improve pitch quality through rigorous and regular maintenance, 
remedial and preparatory work, ensuring that clubs have sufficient access to the 
required equipment in order to do so 

 Deliver the All Stars Cricket and women & girls programmes and seek to increase 
junior and female participation as a result.  

There is considered a current shortfall of 0.5 MES to meet senior demand 
which increases to 1.5 in the future in South Ribble. Pitches in Preston and 

Chorley are either at capacity or have small amounts of spare capacity 
 

There is considered sufficient supply of junior pitches across all three 
authorities with mini pitches in Preston displaying 1 MES spare capacity both 

now and in the future. 
 

Each of the three local authorities has specific issues to address regarding 
rugby union provision, including pitch quality, security of tenure and ancillary 

provision. 
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 Two of the four community rugby clubs are considered to have security of tenure at current 
home sites; whilst Chorley RFC and Lancashire Typhoons RFC both rent pitches from 
other sports clubs. 

 All community clubs across Central Lancashire have issues with ancillary provision. 
 Across Central Lancashire there are 16 senior teams, of which four are women’s teams; 

one colts boys’ team; five junior teams and six mini squads. Of the junior teams one is a 
dedicated girls’ team, representing Preston Grasshoppers RFC. 

 The majority of demand is located in the Preston, which is in line with the Area having the 
largest supply of rugby union pitch provision. 

 Participation in Preston and South Ribble is supported by school activity, along with 
Preston Grasshoppers, Leyland Warriors and Lancashire Typhoons rugby clubs offering 
differing opportunities for participation.  

 Both Leyland Warriors RFC and Chorley RFC access AGPs for training, which are not 
suitable for contact rugby union sessions as they are not WR certified. 

 The WR compliant 3G at Preston Grasshoppers RFC accommodates match and training 
demand from both Preston Grasshoppers RFC and Lancashire Typhoons RFC. 

 Despite four sites showing potential capacity on senior pitches, there is no actual spare 
capacity for additional senior demand at peak time. Actual spare capacity is only evident 
on mini pitches at peak time for mini demand (Sunday AM). 

 One pitch is considered to be overplayed in Central Lancashire; a senior pitch at Moss 
Side Recreation Ground (South Ribble), overplayed by 0.5 match equivalent sessions per 
week. This pitch is used for both rugby union and rugby league demand by Leyland 
Warriors RFC and Leyland Warriors ARLFC, respectively. 
 

Scenarios 
 
Improving pitch quality – improving maintenance from poor (M0) to standard (M1) or 
standard (M1) to good (M2) at sites with secure tenure would create additional capacity of five 
match equivalent sessions (MES) per week. Maintenance of pitches at Chisnall Lane (Chorley) 
and Preston Grasshoppers RFC (Preston) cannot be improved as at both sites, maintenance 
has a rating of M2. 
 
This would create an additional 4.5 match equivalent sessions per week potential spare 
capacity for use, as well as eliminating overplay at Moss Side Recreation Ground (South 
Ribble). The site is currently maintained by South Ribble Borough Council through an external 
contractor. 
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Table 4.14: Summary of improving maintenance 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name Analysis 
area 

Available 
for 

community 
use? 

Security 
of 

tenure 

Pitch 
type 

Quality 
rating 

Number 
of 

pitches 

Floodlit? Usage 

 (MES 
per 

week) 

Site 
capacity 

(MES 
per 

week) 

Capacity 
rating 

(MES 
per 

week) 

Improved 
quality 

Capacity 
effect 

(MES 
per 

week) 

128 Moss Side 
Recreation 
Ground  

(Leyland 
Warriors 
RFC and 
Leyland 
Warriors 
ARLFC) 

South 
Ribble 

Yes Secure Senior M0 / 
D0 

1 No 1 0.5 0.5 M1 / D0 0.5 

 
Alternatively, improving both maintenance (where currently below M2) and drainage by one increment would create additional capacity of four 
match equivalent sessions per week. The three mini pitches at Preston Grasshoppers RFC (Preston) cannot be improved further given that both 
maintenance and drainage are of the maximum quality (M2/D3).  
 
Qualitative pitch improvements of this measure (improving both maintenance and drainage by one increment each) would be sufficient and not 
only eliminate current levels of overplay in Central Lancashire, specifically located at Moss Side Recreation Ground, but would also prevent a 
future shortfall by establishing sufficient capacity on site to accommodate additional teams. 
 
Table 4.15: Summary of improving maintenance and drainage 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name 
 
 
 
 

Analysis 
area 

Available 
for 

community 
use? 

Security 
of 

tenure 

Pitch 
type 

Quality 
rating 

Number 
of 

pitches 

Floodlit? Usage 

 (MES 
per 

week) 

Site 
capacity 

(MES 
per 

week) 

Capacity 
rating 

(MES 
per 

week) 

Improved 
quality 

Capacity 
effect 

(MES 
per 

week) 

189 Chisnall Lane 
- Chorley 
Panthers 
Rugby 
League 

Chorley Yes Secure Senior M2 / 
D1 

1 No 0.5 3 -2.5 M2/D2 -2.75 
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Site 
ID 

Site name 
 
 
 
 

Analysis 
area 

Available 
for 

community 
use? 

Security 
of 

tenure 

Pitch 
type 

Quality 
rating 

Number 
of 

pitches 

Floodlit? Usage 

 (MES 
per 

week) 

Site 
capacity 

(MES 
per 

week) 

Capacity 
rating 

(MES 
per 

week) 

Improved 
quality 

Capacity 
effect 

(MES 
per 

week) 

56 Preston 
Grasshoppers 
RFC 

Preston Yes Secure Senior M2 / 
D1 

1 Yes 2.5 3 -0.5 M2/D2 -0.75 

56 Preston 
Grasshoppers 
RFC 

Preston Yes Secure Junior M2 / 
D1 

1 No 1 3 -2 M2/D2 -2.25 

56 Preston 
Grasshoppers 
RFC 

Preston Yes Secure Senior M2 / 
D1 

1 No 1.5 3 -1.5 M2/D2 -1.75 

56 Preston 
Grasshoppers 
RFC 

Preston Yes Secure Senior M2 / 
D0 

1 Yes 2 2 - M2/D1 -1 

128 Moss Side 
Recreation 
Ground  

South 
Ribble 

Yes Secure Senior M0 / 
D0 

1 No 1 0.5 0.5 M1/D1 -1.5 

 
It should be noted that the pitches at Chisnall Lane – Chorley Panthers Rugby League and Moss Side Recreation Ground are both dually 
accessed for Rugby Union and Rugby League demand. This means the both pitches have less time to received dedicated levels of maintenance 
and remediate in between the two sports playing seasons. This will in turn likely negatively affect pitch quality. 
 
Chorley RUFC development – Chorley RUFC is currently in the process of developing its home venue; with a view to establishing a WR 
compliant 3G pitch on site. If this occurs then rugby union demand will be removed from Chisnall Lane (Chorley Panthers Rugby League), 
increasing potential capacity on site for rugby union to three match equivalent sessions per week. 
 
However, once Chorley RUFC returns to its home venue Chorley Panthers RLFC will return to operating as a solely rugby league site, meaning 
that the number of rugby union pitches in Central Lancashire, especially in Chorley, will reduce by one senior pitch. 
 
The business plan for the potential WR compliant 3G pitch at Chorley RUFC should be examined to ensure that it is sustainable in the long term 
with sufficient use to generate sinking funds for future resurfacing/refurbishment. Based on current demand levels and the sites proximity to the 
West Way hub site development then the pitch would be unsustainable in the long term.  
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It should be noted that Chorley RUFC previously hosted two senior rugby union pitches, 
however, the Club sold this area of land to assist in funding its business plan. The pitches 
have since been built upon with housing and are yet to be mitigated. 
 

Recommendations – rugby union 

 Existing quantity of rugby union pitches to be protected or be fully mitigated to meet 
National Planning Policy. 

 Assist Leyland Warriors RUFC in improving the maintenance regime on the pitches at 
Moss Side Recreation Ground in order to alleviate levels of identified overplay. Further 
to this, explore ways of improving security to reduce public access and anti social 
behaviour. 

 In the longer term, install formal drainage on the rugby union pitch at Moss Side 
Recreation Ground (South Ribble) to prevent future shortfalls in supply. 

 Explore the feasibility of installing floodlights on either the pitch or a training area at 
Moss Side Recreation Ground to support Leyland Warriors RUFC training demand 
which is currently taking place on a medium pile 3G pitch at Runshaw College which is 
not WR compliant. 

 Encourage use of the WR compliant 3G pitch at Preston Grasshoppers RFC by 
Leyland Warriors RUFC for training demand. 

 Clarify the terms of the lease agreement that Chorley RUFC has at its home venue, 
Chancery Road, with The Chorley Community Trust. 

 Given the current level of demand from Chorley RUFC and the sites proximity to the 
West Way hub site development, there isn’t sufficient demand for the creation of a WR 
compliant 3G pitch at Chancery Road as it will likely be unsustainable. 

 If a full size floodlit 3G pitch is developed at the West Way hub site explore the 
feasibility of making this suitable for both rugby union and rugby league training and 
competitive demand. 

 Support Preston Grasshoppers RFC to increase the number of changing rooms on 
site; and improve the quality of the existing provision ensuring that each changing 
room has ensuite facilities to support the continued growth of mini, junior, girls’ and 
women’s rugby union teams. 

 Assist Leyland Warriors RUFC and Preston Grasshoppers RFC in the development of 
their respective women and girls’ participation. 

 Continue to develop strong relationships between rugby clubs and schools through 
curricular and extracurricular programmes in order to increase levels of mini and junior 
participation.  

 Ensure all partners to collectively work together to ascertain the timescale for the 
redevelopment of Chorley RUFC sites and ensure that the facility is fit for purpose and 
that the rugby club have secure access. 
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Rugby league 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 There are 13 dedicated rugby league pitches in Central Lancashire (ten senior, two junior 

and one primary) across eight sites. All 13 pitches are available for community use.  
 Five of all pitches are rated as good quality, whilst six are standard and two is poor quality.  
 Bamber Bridge ARLFC is the only rugby league club in Central Lancashire without 

security of tenure. All other clubs either lease their home ground from respective local 
authorities; or have long term user agreements in place. 

 Both Leyland Warriors RFC and Chorley Panthers ARLFC are responsible for maintaining 
their home venues as part of current lease agreements. 

 Ancillary facilities require improvement at both Moss Side Recreation Ground (South 
Ribble) and Chisnall Lane (Chorley). 

 There is a total of 24 competitive rugby league teams in Central Lancashire. There are no 
senior women’s or junior girls’ teams present in any of the three authorities. 

 Half of the demand is based in Chorley Local Authority where there are 12 teams, all 
representing Chorley Panthers ARLFC, play. Preston has the fewest number of teams 
with one (4%). 

 Training throughout the season for most clubs takes place on match pitches and 
surrounding areas.  

 Four pitches are overplayed across two sites, by a total of 8.5 match equivalent sessions 
per week. This is predominantly a result of high levels of training and competitive demand 
on match pitches. 

 
Scenarios 
 
Alleviating overplay – four rugby league pitches in Central Lancashire are currently 
overplayed, one in Chorley and three in South Ribble. The overplayed pitch in Chorley 
accommodates some match demand and all training demand from Chorley Panthers RLFC; 
whilst all the pitches in South Ribble are located at Moss Side Recreation Ground and are 
utilised by Leyland Warriors RFC for both match and training demand. 
 
Capacity of the pitch at Chisnall Lane (Chorley) is unable to be increased as the pitch is 
considered good quality. However, the three other pitches on site (one senior, one junior and 
one primary) all have potential capacity to accommodate additional demand totalling three 
match equivalent sessions. Distributing the training demand across all pitches on site would 
reduce overall overplay on site but would eliminate the potential capacity available. 
 
To eliminate overplay in Chorley, the establishment of a RFL Community Standard 3G pitch 
should be considered with Chorley Panthers RLFC being a partner club. This would allow all 
of the Club’s training demand to be removed from grass pitches at Chisnall Lane, increasing 
the potential capacity on site. 
 

Current supply of senior, junior and primary grass rugby league pitches is not 
sufficient to cater for the level of demand expressed in Central Lancashire at 

present. This is further exacerbated when considering anticipated future demand. 

 
Causal factors of overplay include significant levels of demand for midweek 

training and weekend match play; and limited carrying capacity of pitches, in 
some cases combining factors leading to overplay of pitches. 
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Improving the standard quality pitches (either through increased maintenance or drainage 
improvements in order to increase pitch capacity) to good quality will help to create additional 
capacity, reducing overplay at Moss Side Recreation Ground (South Ribble). 
 
4.16: Summary of improving quality 

 

Site name Pitch 
type 

Quality 
rating 

No. of 
pitches 

Current 
total 

Additional 
capacity 
created 

New 
carrying 
capacity 

Result 

(match 
equivalent 

sessions per 
week) 

Moss Side 
Recreation 
Ground  

Senior 

(Rugby 
union) 

Standard 1 -1 1 3 - 

Moss Side 
Recreation 
Ground  

Senior Standard 1 -1.25 1 3 -0.25 

Moss Side 
Recreation 
Ground  

Senior Standard 1 -1.25 1 3 -0.25 

 
As seen in the table above, this would eliminate overplay on one senior rugby league pitch but 
would be insufficient to completely eliminate overplay on the site, leaving an accumulative 0.5 
match equivalent sessions of overplay. 
 
In order to fully alleviate overplay in South Ribble, use of the rugby league pitch at Withy Grove 
Park should be encouraged, particularly as Bamber Bridge ARFLC has now, reportedly, folded 
meaning that the site is currently unused. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations – rugby league 

 Protect quality of existing rugby league pitch provision in Chorley, whilst improving the 
quality of those in South Ribble, particularly at Moss Side Recreation Ground. 

 Encourage use of the rugby league pitch at Withy Grove Park (South Ribble) given that 
the pitch is no longer used now that Bamber Bridge ARLFC has now folded.  

 Explore the feasibility of creating a RFL Community Standard 3G pitch in Chorley at 
Chisnall Lane, which Chorley Panthers RLFC could manage and have a community 
use agreement. If the pitch was also WR compliant then Chorley RUFC could be 
provided with a community use agreement during the rugby union season. 

 Support both Leyland Warriors RFC and Chorley Panthers RLFC in regard to 
membership retention and potential growth.  

 Assist Chorley Panthers RLFC in improving the quality of ancillary facilities Chisnall 
Lane, particularly the Club’s social space. 
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Hockey pitches (AGPs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 There are currently nine full sized hockey suitable AGPs located in Central Lancashire, 

eight of which, are floodlit and available for community use. The pitch at Broughton 
Business Enterprise College & High School is neither floodlit nor available for community 
use. 

 Three of the full size, hockey suitable AGPs available are located in Chorley; three are in 
Preston; and two are in South Ribble. 

 Additionally, there are ten smaller sized hockey suitable AGPs. Of which, one is of suitable 
size to potentially accommodate senior (and junior) hockey training but not competitive 
matches. 

 Three full sized hockey suitable AGPs are rated as poor quality, three as good and three 
as standard quality. Of particular note is the poor quality pitch at Parklands High School 
which is only four years old but is rated as poor quality. 

 Pitches at Holy Cross High School and Buckshaw Village Community Association (both 
Chorley) have either exceeded or are close to exceeding the recommended surface 
lifespan; whilst the same is also true of the poor quality pitch at Preston Sports Club 
(Preston). 

 Clubs located at education sites, excluding UCLAN HC teams, are not considered to have 
security of tenure. Preston HC is the only Central Lancashire based club that has security 
of tenure at its home venue, with a 99 year lease agreement with Preston City Council in 
place. 

 There are six community hockey clubs servicing demand from Central Lancashire. Two 
clubs are based just outside the Study Area, Longridge HC and Fylde HC, but are 
considered to accommodate demand from Preston.  

 There is a total of 554 members playing hockey in Preston across the five clubs and 160 
members playing in Chorley and South Ribble (combined) all based at one club. 

 There are four senior hockey teams, two men’s and two women’s, supplied by UCLAN. 
These teams are for the University’s student population only and are therefore not 
considered community teams. 

 Four of the six community hockey clubs servicing Central Lancashire population report 
plans to grow existing demand; whilst Garstang HC note that membership numbers will 
increase following relocation. 

 
Scenarios 
 
Loss of access to education sites – from the commencement of the 2018/19 hockey 
season, three clubs, Fulwood HC, Leyland & Chorley HC and Longridge HC, providing 12 
community hockey teams (272 members) currently access AGPs located at education sites 
(Preston Sports Arena, Walton-le-Dale Arts College and High School and Longridge High 
School). 

The current supply of hockey suitable AGPs is considered sufficient to 
accommodate the current level of hockey demand at peak time for both match and 

training demand. There is also considered sufficient supply to accommodate 
future demand levels. 

However, the current stock of hockey suitable AGPs require protecting for hockey 
demand, meaning conversion to 3G is not a viable option unless replacement 

provision is provided. 

There is a need to address the quality of a number of surfaces in the study area, 
two in Chorley and one in Preston, with two of these three poor quality pitches 

hosting community hockey club demand for both training and matches. 
 



CENTRAL LANCASHIRE 
STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN 

 

December 2018                                 Knight Kavanagh & Page          38 

 

Should use of these pitches be lost either due to unsecure tenure or quality becoming unsafe 
for use then there is a shortage of secure pitches with available capacity in Central Lancashire, 
particularly in Preston, which this demand could relocate to.  
 
Consequently, retention of at least one hockey suitable AGP at Preston Sports Arena is 
essential, whilst also securing Fulwood HC with security of tenure at the site to increase the 
level of access by the Club. Garstang HC is also aware that as the Club seeks to establish 
both men’s and boys’ teams there may be a need for some demand to return to Preston Sports 
Arena in the future. Therefore, retaining at least one hockey suitable AGP is essential. 
 
Similarly, retention of Longridge High School as a hockey suitable surface and formally 
securing tenure to maintain and increase level of access for hockey is key for Longridge HC. 
 
Transfer of football training demand – should new 3G pitches be created, there is a likely 
impact on the future sustainability of hockey suitable AGPs as some football demand is likely 
to transfer onto 3G pitches as more are provided.  
 
Access to this capacity should be sought for hockey use to accommodate and facilitate 
participation growth including access for clubs. 
 
Conversion of AGPs to 3G surfaces – In total there are nine hockey suitable AGPs within 
Central Lancashire. There is a need to retain at least two hockey suitable AGPs in Preston 
(Preston Sports Club and Preston Sports Arena); at least one in Chorley (Buckshaw Village 
Community Association); and at least one in South Ribble (Walton-le-Dale Arts College and 
High School) given that pitches on these sites currently accommodate community hockey 
demand.  
 
If Preston HC’s displaced demand could be accommodated at Preston Sports Arena then in 
the long term, potential conversion of all other AGPs to 3G would not impact on ability to cater 
for current and future demand for community hockey. However, in the short-term a second 
AGP should be retained as reserve for hockey in Chorley until pitch quality is improved at 
Buckshaw Village Community Association; whilst the second hockey suitable AGP at Preston 
Sports Arena should be retained whilst the pitch at Preston Sports Club is similarly improved. 
 
Therefore, there are four remaining full size, hockey suitable AGPs, two in South Ribble and 
two in Chorley, which are not currently used for community hockey these include; 
 
 Holy Cross High School (Chorley) 
 Parklands High School (Chorley) 
 Broughton Business Enterprise College & High School (Preston) 
 St Mary’s Catholic High School & College (South Ribble) 
 
Two of the above sites, Parklands High School (Chorley) and Broughton Business Enterprise 
College & High School are recommended to remain as hockey suitable surfaces rather than 
being converted. The former site is currently working with stakeholders to address quality 
issues and will be resurfaced as a hockey suitable pitch in the near future, whereas, the latter 
site not accompanied by floodlights and therefore has limited community accessibility. This 
means that there are potential options to convert the surface of the pitches at Holy Cross High 
School (Chorley) and St Mary’s Catholic High School & College (South Ribble). 
 
Conversion of sand based AGPs to 3G should not take place unless consultation with England 
Hockey identifies the AGP is not required to meet existing or future predicted demand.  
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Golf courses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 Emphasis should therefore be placed on ensuring sites are able to retain current members 

and users as well as assisting them in capitalising on any untapped demand and future 
demand generated from housing growth and population increases.  

 There are 15 golf facilities in Central Lancashire that cater for different clubs and abilities; 
seven in Chorley, four in Preston and four in South Ribble. Two of the facilities provide 
driving ranges and/or practice areas but not golf courses. 

 Five of the courses in Central Lancashire provide nine-hole golf courses, three in Chorley, 
one in Preston and one in South Ribble. 

 Fishwick Hall Golf Club has had issues with flooding given its proximity to the River Ribble. 
 Membership offerings vary at the courses across the study area, with all offering pay and 

play options. 
 In total, an average of 117,580 people are identified as current or potential users of golf 

courses within Central Lancashire. Chorley Local Authority has the largest proportion of 
this with 119,800 potential users; whilst Preston has the fewest with 112,476 

 

Recommendations – hockey 
 Protect the full sized hockey suitable AGPs currently used by community clubs in 

Central Lancashire as a hockey suitable surfaces.  
 Explore funding opportunities to resurface the AGPs at Buckshaw Village 

Community Association and Preston Sports Club as a key priority, in order for these 
to be retained as a hockey suitable surfaces of appropriate quality. 

 Work to formally secure community use of hockey suitable AGPs at Preston Sports 
Arena and Longridge High School for hockey through usage agreement as a condition 
of funding. 

 Retain the AGP at Holy Cross High School (Chorley) and the second pitch at 
Preston Sports Arena (Preston) as reserve for hockey until pitch quality is improved 
at both Preston Sports Club and Buckshaw Village Community Association.  

 Assist Parklands High School in rectifying quality issues with relevant stakeholders. 
 Maximise use of capacity freed up from anticipated transfer of football training 

demand to anticipated new 3G pitches in order to grow hockey participation. 
 Increase participation driven through community clubs and schools. 
 Encourage providers to put in place a mechanism for sustainability such as a sinking 

fund, (formed by periodically setting aside money over time ready for surface repair 
or replacement when required) in place to maintain AGP pitch quality in the long-
term. 

Recommendations – golf courses 
 Retain all current golf courses and associated facilities.  
 Sustain course quality and seek improvements where necessary through 

implementation of appropriate maintenance regimes.  
 Support clubs in membership retention and potential growth.  
 Encourage clubs and providers to work more collaboratively in terms of creating 

pathways for existing and new players.  

It is considered that the current supply of facilities in Central Lancashire can 
meet current and future demand. 

 
It is also clear that all golf courses should be protected given the different 

profiles attracted to each one of them. 
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Bowling greens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 There are 75 bowling greens in Central Lancashire located across 67 sites. All greens in 

Central Lancashire are crown greens. 
 Additionally, there is indoor bowls activity taking place at Leyland Leisure Centre, Coppull 

Leisure Centre and Bamber Bridge Leisure Centre throughout the winter months. 
 The majority of greens in Central Lancashire are owned and managed by the community 

organisations or sports clubs (69%). 
 Following a non-technical assessment of greens and consultation with the clubs, 45 

greens are assessed as good, 13 as standard quality and 17 as poor.  
 There are eight bowling greens which are currently unused and not maintained in Central 

Lancashire, seven located in Preston Local Authority and one in South Ribble (as detailed 
in the Assessment Report). 

 67 bowling clubs regularly compete in Central Lancashire, 23 in Chorley, 27 in Preston 
and 17 in South Ribble; each with multiple teams playing various evenings and afternoons 
throughout the week. 

 The clubs provide a combined 4,108 playing members, only 19 of which are juniors. 
Generally, club memberships have either remained static or decreased over the past 
three years. 

 Eight clubs, four in Chorley and four in Preston, quantify aspirations for increased future 
demand, with a further four clubs (three in Preston and one in Chorley) reported ambitions 
to increase membership but were unable to quantify this demand.  

 A green has recently (2018) been developed at Greenside Recreation Field (Chorley 
West) to service demand based within the locality of Euxton and is owned and managed 
by the Parish Council. 

 There is a shortfall of capacity at 23 sites in Central Lancashire (six in Chorley, 12 in 
Preston and five in South Ribble). 

 One green (New Longton in South Ribble) is considered to be at capacity, with all 
remaining greens considered to have capacity for additional demand. 

 
Scenarios 
 
Loss of access to greens not currently operating as home venues – Seven greens across 
six sites are not currently utilised as home venues by specific bowls clubs in Central 
Lancashire. If all seven of these greens were lost, capacity in both Chorley and South Ribble 
would decrease. 
 
National Guidance indicates that one green can accommodate approximately 60 members 
before capacity becomes an issue. If the five greens in Chorley that are not currently primary 
home venues of bowling clubs became unavailable, then capacity for 300 bowlers would be 
lost. This would result in the current spare capacity for 265 bowlers in Local Authority to 
become a shortfall for 35 members. 
 

Overall there is sufficient capacity in Central Lancashire to accommodate 
bowls demand, however, there is a shortfall of supply in Preston which is 

exacerbated once future demand is considered. 
 

Qualitative improvements of greens are required in all three authorities and 
should be addressed, particularly at sites displaying significant overplay. 
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If the two greens in South Ribble, that are not currently primary home venue for bowling clubs, 
became unavailable then current spare capacity of 200 members would reduce to 80 
members. 
 
Overall, Central Lancashire, the loss of these seven greens would result in the significant 
reduction of spare capacity in the Study Area; with current spare capacity reducing from 
capacity for an additional 421 bowlers to capacity for just one additional club member. 
This would then result in a future shortfall of capacity for 95 members, considering future 
demand as reported by clubs. 
 

 
Tennis courts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary  
 
 There are 156 tennis courts identified in Central Lancashire across 45 sites, with 104 

courts available for community use across 31 sites. 
 There are 13 permanent indoor courts in Central Lancashire with seven located at David 

Lloyd Club (Chorley) and six located at South Ribble Tennis & Fitness Centre (South 
Ribble).  

 Preston City Council report it is in the process of creating additional courts at Frenchwood 
Recreation Ground and Haslam Park. In addition, Mawdesley TC (Chorley) and 
Broughton & District Club (Preston) have ambitions for further courts at their home 
venues. 

 None of the responding clubs’ express concerns with regards to security of tenure. In 
principle, all clubs are happy with the agreements currently in place, whether that is 
through ownership, an annual rental agreement or a long-term lease arrangement. 

 There are 33 community available courts located at education sites within Central 
Lancashire, however, the LTA report some school’s pricing structures for hiring provision 
is too high and is acting as a deterrent for community users resulting in limited usage. 

 There are three clubs not serviced by floodlit provision in Chorley (Croston TC, Withnell 
Fold Sports & Social and David Lloyd Club) and one club in South Ribble (Longton 
Memorial TC). 

 Floodlit provision at community accessible and educational courts is extremely limited. 

Recommendations – bowling greens 

 Consider the viability of retaining two greens at Astley Park given the low level of 
demand at the site. 

 Retain some greens to accommodate recreational and pay-and-play demand. 

 Improve standard and poor quality greens with increased maintenance and improved 
security. 

 Support clubs with plans to increase membership so that growth can be maximised.  

 Determine the future use of greens at Leyland Sports Association now that the clubs 
has been proceed out of the site.  

 Look to re-provide at least one of the disused bowling greens in Preston to eliminate 
current shortfalls. 

Although there are a sufficient supply of courts at all club sites across Central 
Lancashire; there is a need to utilise the spare capacity on non-club community 

available courts to actualise substantial amounts of latent demand. Therefore the 
focus should be on improving court quality as well as providing a smoother 

booking system for potential users which can be achieved through programmes 
such as Clubspark 
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 Croston TC (Chorley), Withnell Fold Sports & Social Club (Chorley) and Barton & 
Myerscough TC (Preston) all report currently exploring options to add floodlights to their 
current courts or refurbish existing floodlighting. 

 The majority of community available courts across Central Lancashire have a macadam 
surface (86%) with the remaining supply of courts having an artificial surface. 

 Following non-technical assessments, 46 community available courts are assessed as 
good quality, 37 as standard quality and 21 as poor quality across Central Lancashire  

 The changing provision servicing the majority of clubs is assessed as good or standard 
quality, with only three clubs (Withnell Fold Sports and Social Club, Tulketh Community 
TC and Leyland TC) deemed to be serviced by poor quality facilities. 

 There are 16 tennis clubs in Central Lancashire with six located in Chorley, seven in 
Preston and three in South Ribble. 

 Of the 11 that responded to consultation and provided membership figures, there is a 
combined membership equates to 1,094 members, which is derived from 358 from the 
local authority of Chorley, 450 from Preston and 286 from South Ribble. 

 Sport England’s market segmentation tool identifies latent demand of 6,553 across 
Central Lancashire that would like to participate in tennis but are not currently doing so. 
Latent demand across the three local authorities is actually higher than current levels of 
active participation. This suggests that there is a large body of players that would like to 
play if a number of barriers were addressed. 

 Of the clubs which responded to consultation, seven indicate plans to increase 
membership, equating to an additional 140 junior and 140 senior members. 

 The majority of clubs across Central Lancashire do not actively offer pay and play at their 
venues. In addition, the LTA report clubs do not often keep this information up to date and 
therefore the above figures may actually be lower than indicated. 

 Of the clubs which responded to consultation, seven indicate plans to increase 
membership, equating to an additional 140 junior and 140 senior members. 

 The majority of clubs across central Lancashire do not actively offer Pay and Play at their 
venues. Pay & Play can support club sustainability efforts by generating an additional 
income stream and increasing court usage 

 Pay and play information is provided by each club annually at the point of LTA 
Registration. It is featured on the LTA’s Find a Court Tool, typically used by non-club 
members to identify local opportunities to play. The LTA report that this information is 
often outdated. They strongly encourage tennis clubs to ensure that this information is 
kept up to date. 
 

Scenarios 
 
Informal tennis 
 
Preston City Council is currently working with the LTA to develop additional courts at 
Frenchwood Recreation (South) and Haslam Park (North West). As part of this development 
the Clubspark access system could be implemented in order to create a seamless customer 
experience whilst enabling the promotion of the courts. In addition, this would allow for usage 
to be tracked whilst generating revenue to contribute to a sinking fund for refurbishments.  
 
This could be extended to further sites within Preston as well as local authority provision within 
Chorley and South Ribble. In addition, floodlighting could be installed at such sites in 
conjunction with the access system to allow for all year demand accessibility. 
 
  



CENTRAL LANCASHIRE 
STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN 

 

December 2018                                 Knight Kavanagh & Page          43 

 

Instead of providing open access, an online booking system (Clubspark) allows members and 
pay & play users (where relevant) access through the use of a fob or access code system via 
electronic gates. Not only does this deter misuse use of courts but it also allows genuine tennis 
participation to be more effectively tracked and monitored, thus providing data on how well 
and how often courts are being accessed and used. This online booking system sends an 
automated email as evidence as part of a self-policing system for managing court bookings.  
 
Latent demand 
 
There is capacity to accommodate current and future levels of demand, where known, across 
all courts in Central Lancashire. However, it should be noted that if all identified latent demand 
is realised there will not current levels of stock would be insufficient. 

 
Athletics facilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 There is currently one athletics track in Central Lancashire which is located in the local 

authority of Preston at Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN). This is owned and managed by 
the University of Central Lancashire. 

 The track at Preston Sports Arena is assessed as standard quality. Whilst the track has 
visible lane markings, adequate fencing and is regularly cleaned; there is evidence of 
wear and tear through general use. 

 There are two athletics clubs across Central Lancashire Chorley Athletics and Triathlon 
Club (396 members) and Preston Harriers (650 members). There are no athletics club in 
South Ribble. The Club currently uses a grass athletics track located at St Michael’s CE 
High School. 

 Chorley Athletics and Triathlon Club report aspirations to develop an athletics facility 
within Chorley to meet its substantial demand and to accommodate its waiting list. 

 Preston Harriers indicate a need for a winter training venue for field events and access to 
a secondary venue to accommodate future and latent demand. The Club currently rents 
the use of the track at Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN). 

Recommendations – tennis courts 
 Pursue the strategic development of tennis facilities and participation in each local 

authority through a holistic approach including tennis clubs, the LTA’s Transforming 
British Tennis Together funding initiative and individual Councils. 

 Develop a network of sustainable, fit for purpose and accessible community courts 
across each local authority.  

 Seek to sustain the good quality courts in the authority, whilst concurrently seeking to 
increase the quality of standard and poor courts via improved maintenance and/or 
resurfacing. 

 Seek to improve accessibility to Council courts through strategic investment into 
floodlighting and implementation of the LTA Clubspark system. 

 Support tennis clubs in the development of ancillary facilities in each local authority. 
 Assist community clubs in the refurbishment of courts once they begin to deteriorate in 

quality. 
 Work with tennis clubs to maximise the usage of their facilities through pay and play. 

There is a need to protect the track located at Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN) with 
a need to resurface within the near future. 

 
There is evidence to suggest a strategic need for a purpose built athletics 

facility within the local authority of Chorley. 
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 There are park runs located at Cuerdan Valley (Chorley) and Avenham and Miller parks 
(Preston). 

 In Central Lancashire Chorley Runners, Lions Running Community is a registered 
RunTogether group. 

 Sport England’s Segmentation Tool identifies latent demand of 7,668 across Central 
Lancashire of those which would like to participate in athletics but are not currently doing 
so. 

 
Scenarios 
 
In order to meet current and latent demand identified from Chorley Athletics and Triathlon Club 
(396 members) accompanied with Preston Harriers aspirations to utilise a secondary venue 
for its latent demand, there is evidence for a strategic need for a purpose built athletics facility 
within the local authority of Chorley. Further to this, there is also a need to resurface the track 
located at Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN) within the near future. 

 
Cycling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
 There are cycling facilities in each of the three local authorities.  
 There is formal cycling demand from 14 clubs across Central Lancashire. The majority of 

this demand is not based on purpose built facilities rather public roads and cycle paths. 
 Preston Pirate BMX Club leases the BMX track at Fishwick Recreation Ground (London 

Road) from Preston City Council.  
 Sport England’s Segmentation tool identifies there is latent demand of 15,289 people 

across Central Lancashire which would like to participate in cycling. 
 There are issues with the track quality at Fishwick Recreation Ground (London Road). 

Further to this, the ancillary facilities are basic and suffer from high levels of vandalism. 

Recommendations – athletics facilities 
 When track at Preston Sports Arena (UCLAN) quality has deteriorated to poor identify 

funding opportunities to resurface it at Preston Sports Arena and develop appropriate 
ancillary facilities to support Preston Harriers. 

 Support Preston Harriers and Chorley Athletics and Triathlon with plans to increase 
membership and community engagement. 

 Based on current demand in Chorley, there is a need for an athletics facility. Chorley 
Council to work with Chorley Athletics and Triathlon Club and England Athletics to 
develop compact facilities to support the Club’s demand; providing both security of 
tenure and appropriate ancillary provision. 

 Assist Preston Harriers in accessing relevant winter training facilities. 
 Support the running clubs and running events taking place as well as exploring the 

implementation of initiatives not currently serviced to increase participation in 
recreational running.  

High demand for cycling is identified within Central Lancashire, however, it is 
considered that the majority of this demand does not require dedicated facilities 

as the majority of participants will utilise roads and cycle paths. 

 
There is a need to continue to engage with key stakeholders and clubs to 

sustain/increase participation and to further develop cycling across the three 
local authorities. In particular improving the quality existing provision; for 
example, the track at Fishwick Recreation Ground (London Road) which is 

identified as poor quality. 
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Scenarios 
 
There are substantial amounts of identified latent demand across the Central Lancashire for 
cycling. This demand can, in part, be actualised through Sport England’s Active Design which 
suggests examining potential sites across each local authority which can be retro fitted with 
suitable provision such as walk ways and cycling paths to increase levels of participation. In 
addition it indicates that any new developments are created with integrated safe walking and 
cycling routes to help people to become more active. 

 
  

Recommendations – cycling 

 Seek to improve track quality at Fishwick Recreation Ground (Preston) in conjunction 
with developing onsite ancillary facilities for Preston Pirates BMX Club. 

 Ensure any future housing developments incorporate Sport England’s Active Design. 
 Ensure any formal cycling activity can be accommodated within each local authority. 
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PART 5: STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The strategic recommendations for the Strategy have been developed from the key issues 
cutting across all playing pitch sports and categorised under each of the Strategy Aims. They 
reflect overarching and common areas to be addressed which apply across outdoor sports 
facilities and may not be specific to just one sport.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Recommendation a – Protect playing field sites through local planning policy 
 
The PPS Assessment shows that all currently used playing field sites require protection and 
therefore cannot be deemed surplus to requirements because of shortfalls now and in the 
future. Therefore, based on the outcomes of the PPS, local planning policy should reflect this 
situation. 
 
Paragraph 97 of the Framework states that existing open space, sports and recreational 
buildings and land, including playing fields, should not be built on unless: 
 
 An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, buildings 

or land to be surplus to requirements; or 
 The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or 

better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or 
 The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for which 

clearly outweigh the loss. 
 
Lapsed and disused – playing field sites that formerly accommodated playing pitches but are 
no longer used for formal or informal sports use. 
 
 Disused – sites that are not being used at all by any users and are not available for 

community hire either. Once these sites are disused for five or more years they will then 
be categorised as ‘lapsed sites’. 

 Lapsed - last known use was as a playing field more than five years ago. These sites fall 
outside of Sport England’s statutory remit but still have to be assessed using the criteria 
in paragraph 97 of the National Planning Policy Framework and Sport England would 
nonetheless challenge a proposed loss of playing pitches/playing field which fails to meet 
such criteria. It should be emphasised that the lawful planning use of a lapsed site is still 
that of a playing field. 

  

Recommendations: 
 
a. Protect playing field sites through local planning policy 
 
b. Secure tenure and access to sites for high quality, development minded clubs, 

through a range of solutions and partnership agreements. 
 
c. Maximise community use of education facilities where there is a need to do so. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Aim 1 

To protect the existing supply of playing pitch facilities where it is needed for meeting 
current or future needs 
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The PPS Assessment shows that all currently used playing field sites require protection and 
therefore cannot be deemed surplus to requirements because of shortfalls now and in the 
future. Lapsed, disused, underused and poor quality sites should also be protected from 
development or replaced as there is potential need for playing field land to accommodate more 
pitches to meet the identified shortfalls. 
 
Although the authorities have been unable to identify sites which fall into the categories of 
disused and lapsed, it is likely that some exist. Any sites omitted from the PPS, whether used, 
disused or lapsed, are subject to the same conditions as those detailed herein. Any such site 
is not to be considered as not required or surplus as part of the planning process. 
 
It is recommended that each Council allocates any disused/lapsed sites that come to light as 
playing field in the first instance until such time as the Council, NGB/Community group or a 
developer expresses an interest in the site.  It is also recommended that the following priority 
order of options is adopted with regards to addressing any disused/lapsed sites that may be 
identified: 
 
1) Firstly, explore the feasibility of bringing the site back into use. A feasibility study may 

show either: 
 
a) The site can be brought back into sustainable use where funding is available, and use 
is secured by the Council and relevant NGBs/Community Groups; or 
 
b) The site is not in a sustainable location and in which case no amount of money will 
make it desirable. 
 

2) The site could become public open space to meet a need identified in the Central 
Lancashire Open Space Study (provided as part of this commission); or 
 

3) Redevelop the site for an alternative use but use the capital receipt or contribution to 
invest in existing sites in the locality 

 
Each currently disused/lapsed site is included within the action plan together with a 
recommendation in relation to the need to bring the site back into use or mitigate the loss on 
a replacement site to address the shortfalls identified with the Assessment.     
 
New housing development - where proposed housing development is located within access 
of a high quality playing pitch, this does not necessarily mean that there is no need for further 
pitch provision or improvements to existing pitches in that area in order to accommodate 
additional demand arising from that development. The PPS should be used to help determine 
what impact the new development will have on the demand and capacity of existing sites in 
the area, and whether there is a need for improvements to increase capacity or if new provision 
is required. 
 
Housing Growth scenarios have been provided in Part 10 of this Strategy to estimate the 
additional demand generated by housing by sport and pitch type. These scenarios can be 
used to help determine what provision is required and where. These scenarios can be updated 
during the Annual Reviews of the PPS. 
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Development management - the PPS should be used to help inform Development 
Management decisions that affect existing or new playing fields, pitches and ancillary facilities.  
All applications are assessed by the Local Planning Authority on a case by case basis taking 
into account site specific factors. In addition, Sport England as statutory consultee on planning 
applications that affect or prejudice the use of playing field will use the PPS to help assess 
relevant planning applications against paragraph 97 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and their Playing Fields Policy. 
 
Sport England’s playing field policy exception E1 only allows for development of lapsed or 
disused playing fields if a PPS shows a clear excess in the quantity of playing pitch provision 
at present and in the future across all playing pitch sports types and sizes.  
 
Policy Exception E1: 
 
‘A robust and up-to-date assessment has demonstrated, to the satisfaction of Sport England, 
that there is an excess of playing field provision in the catchment, which will remain the case 
should the development be permitted, and the site has no special significance to the interests 
of sport.’ 
 
Where the PPS cannot demonstrate the site, or part of a site, is clearly surplus to requirements 
then replacement of the site, or part of a site, will be required to comply with Sport England 
policy exception E4. 
 
Policy Exception E4: 
 
 ‘The area of playing field to be lost as a result of the proposed development will be replaced, 
prior to the commencement of development, by a new area of playing field’: 
 
 of equivalent or better quality, and  
 of equivalent or greater quantity, and 
 in a suitable location, and  
 subject to equivalent or better accessibility and management arrangements 
 
Further to this, all playing fields should be protected or replaced up until the point where all 
satisfied demand has been met within the study area or each individual sports catchment 
areas within a sub area. 
 
Local authorities wanting to dispose of school playing field land need consent under Section 
77 of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998, but consent is now also required for 
disposal of any land used by a school or academy under Schedule 1 to the Academies Act 
2010.  
 
It should be noted that consent under Section 77 of the Schools Standards and Framework 
Act does not necessarily mean subsequent planning approval will be granted. Therefore, any 
application for planning permission must meet the requirements of the relevant policy, in this 
case paragraph 97 of the Framework, Local Plan Policy and Sport England Policy. Indeed, 
applicants are advised to engage Sport England before submitting applications. Robust 
implementation of the statutory obligation will ensure protection of school playing fields for use 
by pupils (and sometimes the community as a whole) to ensure receipt is ploughed back into 
sports education. 
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Recommendation d – Improve quality 
 
There are a number of ways in which it is possible to increase pitch quality and these are 
explored below. One way for improving quality on football sites is via the FA’s pitch 
improvement programme.  
 
The FA Pitch Improvement Programme (PIP) 
 
The key principles behind the service are to provide football clubs with advice/practical 
solutions on a number of areas and discounts on machinery and materials to support 
improving the clubs’ playing surface. The programme should be utilised in order to help any 
clubs that take on the management and maintenance of sites or which are currently managing 
and maintaining their own pitch site.  
 
As subsidy is removed for pitch maintenance, the PIP is an essential toolkit in supporting self-
management/maintenance of sites, particularly on adult sites that have historically been 
maintained by councils.  
 
Addressing quality issues 
 
Generally, where pitches are assessed as standard or poor quality and/or overplayed, 
review/improve maintenance regimes to ensure it is of an appropriate standard to 
sustain/improve pitch quality. Ensuring existing maintenance of good quality pitches continues 
is also important. 
 
Based on an achievable target using existing quality scoring to provide a baseline, a standard 
should be used to identify deficiencies and investment should be focused on those sites which 
fail to meet the proposed quality standard (using the site audit database, provided in electronic 
format). The Strategy approach to these outdoor sports facilities achieving these standards 
should be to enhance quality and therefore the planning system should seek to protect them.  
 
For the purposes of the Quality Assessments, this Strategy will refer to pitches and ancillary 
facilities separately as Good, Standard or Poor quality. Some good or standard quality sites 
have poor quality elements i.e. changing rooms or a specific pitch. 
 
  

Aim 2 

To enhance playing fields, pitches and ancillary facilities through improving quality and 
management of sites 
 

Recommendation: 
 
d. Improve quality 
 
e. Adopt a tiered approach (hierarchy of provision) for the management and 

improvement of sites. 
 
f. Work in partnership with stakeholders to secure funding 

 
g. Secure developer contributions 
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Sport Pitch type Good  

quality 

Standard 
quality 

Poor  

quality 

match equivalent sessions 

Rugby union12 Natural Inadequate (D0) 2 per week 1.5 per week 0.5 per week 

Natural Adequate (D1) 3 per week 2 per week 1.5 per week 

Pipe Drained (D2) 3.25 per week 2.5 per week 1.75 per week 

Pipe and Slit Drained 
(D3) 

3.5 per week 3 per week 2 per week 

Rugby league Senior 3 per week 2 per week 1 per week 

Cricket One grass wicket 

One non-turf wicket 

5 per season 

60 per season 

4 per season 

 

0 per season 

 

 
There are also some sites that are poor quality but are not overplayed. These sites should not 
be overlooked as often poor quality sites have less demand than other sites but demand could 
increase if the quality was to increase. Improving pitch quality should not be considered in 
isolation from maintenance regimes. 
 
Whilst it works both ways in so much as poor pitch condition is a symptom of pitches being 
over played, potential improvements may make sites more attractive and therefore more 
popular.  
 
There is also a need to balance pitch improvements alongside the transfer of play to alternative 
pitch sites. Therefore, work with clubs to ensure that sites are not played beyond their capacity 
and encourage play, where possible, to be transferred to alternative venues which are not 
operating at capacity. 
 
Increasing pitch maintenance 
 
Standard or poor grass pitch quality may not just be a result of poor drainage. In some 
instances, ensuring there is an appropriate maintenance for the level/standard of play can 
help to improve quality and therefore increase pitch capacity. Each NGB can provide 
assistance with reviewing pitch maintenance regimes. 
 
For example, the FA and ECB in partnership have recently introduced a Pitch Advisor Scheme 
and have been working in partnership with Institute of Groundmanship (IOG) to develop a 
Grass Pitch Maintenance service that can be utilised by grassroots football clubs with the 
simple aim of improving the quality of grass pitches. The key principles behind the service are 
to provide football clubs with advice/practical solutions on a number of areas, with the simple 
aim of improving the club’s playing surface. 
 
Maintenance of grass pitches at self-managed football pitch sites is deemed to be basic and 
for football generally covers grass cutting and seeding only, resulting in several pitches being 
assessed as poor quality. Where self-managed pitches are recommended for improvement 
within the action plan, carrying out additional regular work such as aerating, sand dressing, 
fertilising and/or weed killing will all improve quality. An improvement in post-season remedial 
work is also recommended. It is recommended that self-managing clubs and the councils work 
with Lancashire County Football Association to fully determine the most appropriate pitch 
improvements on a site by site basis.    

                                                
12 The RFU believes that it is most appropriate to base the calculation of pitch capacity upon an assessment of the 

drainage system and maintenance programme afforded to a site. 
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In relation to cricket, maintaining high pitch quality is the most important aspect of cricket. If 
the wicket is poor, it can affect the quality of the game and can, in some instances, become 
dangerous. The ECB recommends full technical assessments of wickets and pitches available 
through a Performance Quality Standard Assessment (PQS). The PQS assesses a cricket 
square to ascertain whether the pitch meets the Performance Quality Standards that are 
benchmarked by the Institute of Groundsmanship. Please note that PQS assessments are 
also available for other sports, whilst the LCB Groundsman’s Association offers maintenance 
tips to local clubs as well as an onsite assessment service with subsequent report advising 
recommended maintenance actions.  

 
Climate change issues13 
 
As seen in the figure below the annual average rainfall across the North West and Wales is 
consistently higher than the average of the United Kingdom (UK) with 2008 and 2012 recorded 
as two of the wettest years on record. The treadline also identifies that the average rainfall in 
the North West and Wales has rised over the period of 1910 to 2017. 
 

 
 
Further to this, the Lancashire Climate Change Strategy (2009 – 2020), indicates that rising 
temperatures, changing rainfall patterns and other aspects of climate change are starting to 
have an impact on biodiversity. This will also likely create more intense winter rainfall which 
will increase the likelihood of flooding. 
 
  

                                                
13 Data: "© Crown Copyright 2009. The UK Climate Projections data have been made available by the Department 

for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) under 
licence from the Met Office, Newcastle University, University of East Anglia and Proudman Oceanographic 
Laboratory. 
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This would suggest that increasingly grass pitches across Central Lancashire are affected by 
higher levels of rainfall than other areas nationally. The impact of this is likely to result in 
pitches requiring higher levels of dedicated maintenance and remediation to ensure they are 
in a usable condition when compared to the rest of the UK. 
 
In some instances, it may be considered more feasible and sustainable to invest into the 
development of artificial provision, such as 3G pitches to help combat increasing quality issues 
on grass pitches as a result of increasing climate change issues. However, it is also worthy of 
note that there is an environmental impact of replacing grass with an artificial surface which 
includes use of a significant amount of plastic and rubber per pitch together with a reduction 
in oxygen levels which are produced by grass. 
 
Improving changing provision 
 
There is a need to address changing provision at some sites in Central Lancashire, including 
some local authority sites. It is recommended that a holistic view is taken in regard to 
improvements and provision on site.  
 
Sites which predominantly accommodate adult and/or older junior age group sports should be 
prioritised for improvements, whilst there is a trend for younger junior age groups (particularly 
for football) not to require use of changing provision, with suitable male and female toilet 
provision for players and spectators considered to be of greater importance.  
 
Recommendation e – Adopt a tiered approach (hierarchy of provision) for the 
management and improvement of sites 
 
To allow for facility developments to be programmed within a phased approach each Council 
should adopt a tiered approach to the management and improvement of playing pitch sites 
and associated facilities. Please refer to Part 7: Action Plan for the proposed hierarchy. 

 

Recommendation f – Work in partnership with stakeholders to secure funding 
 

Partners, led by each Council, should ensure that appropriate funding secured for improved 
sports provision is directed to areas of need, underpinned by a robust strategy for 
improvement in playing pitch facilities.  
 
In order to address the community’s needs, to target priority areas and to reduce duplication 
of provision, there should be a coordinated approach to strategic investment. In delivering this 
recommendation councils should maintain a regular dialogue with local partners and through 
the Playing Pitch Steering Group. 
 
Not all investment in new provision will be made by councils directly, it is important, however, 
that councils therefore seeks to direct and lead a strategic and co-ordinated approach to facility 
development by education sites, NGBs, sports clubs and the commercial sector to address 
community needs whilst avoiding duplication of provision.  
 
Please refer to Appendix Three for further funding information which includes details of the 
current opportunities, likely funding requirements and indicative project costs.   
 
Sport and physical activity can have a profound effect on peoples’ lives, and plays a crucial 
role in improving community cohesion, educational attainment and self-confidence. However, 
one of sport’s greatest contributions is its positive impact on public health. It is therefore 
important to lever in investment from other sectors such as health and wellbeing for example. 
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Recommendation g – Secure developer contributions  
 
It is important that this strategy informs policies and supplementary planning documents by 
setting out the approach to securing sport and recreational facilities through new housing 
development.  
 
For playing pitches each Council is encouraged to work with Sport England to devise a 
process for securing developer contributions which may include the use of Sport England’s 
strategic planning tool ‘New Development Pitch Calculator’. The Calculator uses information 
from the PPS to estimate the demand from individual or cumulative housing developments.  
The PPS should be used to help determine whether there is sufficient capacity in existing sites 
to accommodate the new demand, or if improvements are required, or new provision should 
be secured. 
 
Where a development is located within access of existing high-quality provision, this does not 
necessarily mean that there is no need for further provision or improvement to existing 
provision, as additional demand arising from the development is likely to result in increased 
usage (which can result in overplay or quality deterioration).  
 
Where it is determined that new provision is required to accompany a development, priority 
should be placed on providing facilities that contribute towards alleviating existing shortfalls 
within the locality. To determine what supply of provision is provided, it is imperative that the 
PPS findings are taken into consideration and that consultation takes place with the relevant 
NGBs. This is due to the importance of ensuring that the stock of facilities provided is correct 
to avoid provision becoming unsustainable and unused, such as single grass pitch football 
sites without adequate ancillary facilities or new cricket/rugby grounds located away from 
existing clubs. Instead, multi-pitch and multi-sport sites should be developed, supported by a 
clubhouse and adequate parking facilities which consider the potential for future AGP 
development.  
 
The guidance should form the basis for negotiation with developers to secure contributions to 
include provision and/or enhancement of appropriate playing fields and subsequent 
maintenance. Section 106 contributions could also be used to improve the condition and 
maintenance regimes of the pitches in order to increase pitch capacity to accommodate more 
matches. A number of planning policy objectives should be implemented to enable the above 
to be delivered: 
 
 Planning consent should include appropriate conditions and/or be subject to specific 

planning obligations. Where developer contributions are applicable, a Section 106/CIL 
Agreement or equivalent must be completed that should specify, when applied, the 
amount that will be linked to Sport England’s Building Cost Information Service from the 
date of the permission and timing of the contribution/s to be made.  

 Contributions should also be secured towards the first ten years of maintenance on new 
pitches. NGBs and Sport England can provide further and up to date information on the 
associated costs. 

 External funding should be sought/secured to achieve maximum benefit from the 
investment into appropriate playing pitch facility enhancement and its subsequent 
maintenance. 

 Where new multiple pitches are provided, appropriate changing rooms and associated 
car parking should be located on site. 

 All new or improved outdoor sports facilities on school sites should be subject to 
community use agreements. 

 
KKP has produced a Step by Step Guide for LPAs to use to help secure developer 
contributions which can be found in Appendix Two. 
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Recommendation h - Rectify quantitative shortfalls in the current pitch stock 
 
Each Council and its partners should work to rectify identified inadequacies and meet identified 
shortfalls as outlined in the Assessment Report and the sport by sport specific 
recommendations. 
 
It is important that the current levels of grass pitch provision are protected, maintained and 
enhanced to secure provision now and in the future. For most sports, the future demand for 
provision identified in Central Lancashire can be overcome through maximising use of existing 
pitches through a combination of: 
 
 Improving pitch quality in order to improve the capacity of pitches to accommodate more 

matches. 
 The re-designation of pitches for which there is an oversupply. 
 Securing long-term community use at school sites.  
 Working with commercial and private providers to increase usage.  
 
While maximising the use of existing pitches offers scope to address the quantitative 
deficiencies for most sports, new or additional pitches may be required to meet the levels of 
demand identified for football and rugby both now and in the future.  
 
There may be an opportunity to use some senior pitches to provide senior, junior or mini 
pitches (through different line markings/coning areas of the pitch). However, further work 
should be undertaken on this as an action for each Council/NGBs. Furthermore, the re-
designation of adult pitches that are not currently used may lead to a deficiency of adult pitches 
in the medium to longer term as younger players move up the ages. It is likely that for some 
sports, particularly football, that the provision of new pitches and facilities will be required in 
the future to support the predicted future demand. 
 
Unmet demand, changes in sport participation and trends, and proposed housing growth 
should be recognised and factored into future facility planning. Assuming an increase in 
participation and housing growth occurs, it will impact on the future need for certain types of 
sports facilities. Sports development work also approximates unmet demand which cannot 
currently be quantified (i.e., it is not being suppressed by a lack of facilities) but is likely to 
occur. The following table highlights the main development trends in each sport and their likely 
impact on facilities. However, it is important to note that these may be subject to change. 
 

Aim 3 

To provide new outdoor sports facilities where there is current or future demand to do so 
 

Recommendations: 
 
h. Rectify quantitative shortfalls in the current pitch stock. 
 
i. Identify opportunities to add to the overall stock to accommodate both current and 

future demand. 
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Furthermore, retaining some spare capacity allows some pitches to be rested to protect overall 
pitch quality in the long-term. Therefore, whilst in some instances it may be appropriate to re-
designate a senior pitch where there is low demand identified a holistic approach should be 
taken to re-designation for the reasons cited. The site-by-site action planning will seek to 
provide further clarification on where re-designation is suitable. 
 
Table 5.3: Likely future sport-by-sport demand trends  
 

Sport Future development trend Strategy impact 

Football 

 

As a result of the FA Youth 
Development Review pitch demands are 
changing. This could also see changes 
in the seasonal demand of pitches 
(youth football).  

Consider re-allocating leases to 
Community Charter Standard clubs with a 
large number of teams. 

Work with clubs to identify facility 
development opportunities. 

Work with clubs in relation to their pitch 
demands as a result of the FA Youth 
Development Review.  

Demand for senior football is likely to be 
sustained based on current trends and 
the move to small sided football. County 
FA focus to maintain growth of youth 
football through to adults. 

Sustain current stock but consideration 
given to reconfigure pitches if required. 

An increase in women and girls football 
following £2.4m investment from Sport 
England between 2014 and 2016 to 
increase the number of women and girls 
taking part in football sessions. 
Additionally, one of the major goals of 
The FA’s ‘Game Changer’ strategy for 
Women’s and Girls’ football (2017-2020) 
is to double participation from the 
current 6,000 teams to 12,000. 

A need to provide segregated ancillary 
facilities and the potential need for more 
pitches. 

Cricket 

 

Demand is likely to remain static for 
grass wickets for adult participation. The 
ECB targets participation increases at 
junior level through the Allstars Cricket 
Programme which may have a 
subsequent future impact on 
requirement for grass and non-turf 
cricket provision.   

Isolated pockets of demand for access to 
additional facilities where pitches are 
operating at capacity. 

A need to encourage greater use of non-
turf wickets particularly for junior use to 
help meet shortfalls. 

Women’s and girls’ cricket is a national 
priority and there is a target to establish 
two girls’ and one women’s team in 
every local authority over the next five 
years. 

Support clubs to ensure access to 
segregated changing and toilet provision 
and access to good quality cricket pitches 
to support growth.  

Rugby 
union  

 

Locally, the RFU wants to ensure 
access to pitches that satisfies existing 
demand and predicted growth. It is also 
an aim to protect and improve pitch 
quality, as well as ancillary facilities 
including changing rooms and 
floodlights.  

Clubs are likely to field more teams in the 
future. It is important, therefore, to work 
with the clubs to maintain the current pitch 
stock, support facility development where 
appropriate and increase the number of 
floodlit pitches where necessary.  

Rugby 
league 

 

RFL is working towards growing rugby 
league participation including through 
growth at junior clubs, Play Touch RL 
and 9 aside RL. 

Review the need for dedicated rugby 
league pitches in the next three years. 
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Recommendation i - Identify opportunities to add to the overall pitch stock to 
accommodate both current and future demand 
 
Each Council should use, and regularly update its Action Plan within this Strategy for 
improvements to its own pitches whilst recognising the need to support partners. The Action 
Plan lists improvements to be made to each site focused upon both qualitative and quantitative 
improvements as appropriate for each area. 
 
Furthermore, any potential school sites which become redundant over the lifetime of the 
Strategy may offer potential for meeting community needs on a localised basis. Where schools 
are closed their playing fields may be converted to dedicated community use to help address 
any unmet community needs. 
 
Some sites (or adjacent land) may also have the potential to accommodate more pitches which 
may be a solution to meeting shortfalls identified as is further explored within the action plan. 
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PART 6: ACTION PLAN 
 
Introduction 
  
The site-by-site action plan list seeks to address key issues identified in the accompanying 
Assessment Report. It provides recommendations based on current levels of usage, quality 
and future demand, as well as the potential of each site for enhancement.  
 
It should be reviewed in the light of staff and financial resources in order to prioritise support 
for strategically significant provision and provision that other providers are less likely to make. 
Recommendation e below explains the hierarchy of priorities on the list. It is imperative that 
action plans for priority projects should be developed through the implementation of the 
strategy. 
 
Councils should make it a high priority to work with NGBs and other partners to comprise a 
priority list of actions based on local priorities, NGB priorities and available funding.  
 
Recommendation e - Adopt a tiered approach (hierarchy of provision) to the 
management and improvement of sites 
 
To allow for facility developments to be prioritised and programmed within a phased approach 
a tiered model to for the improvement of playing pitch sites and associated facilities is useful. 
 
The identification of sites is based on their strategic importance in a local authority-wide 
context i.e. they accommodate the majority of demand or the recommended action has the 
greatest impact on addressing shortfalls identified either on a sport by sport basis or across 
each local authority as a whole.  
 
Table 6.1: Recommended tiered site criteria 
 

Hub sites Key sites Local sites  

Strategically located. Priority 
sites for NGB. 

Strategically located within the 
Analysis Area. 

Services the local 
community.  Likely to 
include education sites. 

Accommodates three or more 
good quality grass pitches.  

Including provision of at least 
one AGP/3G pitch. 

May offer potential for 
development as a football hub. 

Accommodates two or more good 
quality grass pitches. 

Accommodates more than 
one pitch. 

Single or multi-sport provision.  

Could also operate as a central 
venue. 

Single or multi-sport provision. 

Could also operate as a central 
venue. 

Single or multi-sport 
provision. 

Maintenance regime aligns with 
NGB guidelines. 

Maintenance regime aligns with 
NGB guidelines. 

Standard maintenance 
regime either by the club or 
in-house maintenance 
contract. 

Good quality ancillary facility on 
site, with sufficient changing 
rooms and car parking to serve 
the number of pitches. 

Good quality ancillary facility on 
site, with sufficient changing 
rooms and car parking to serve 
the number of pitches. 

Appropriate access 
changing to accommodate 
both senior and junior use 
concurrently (if required). 

 
Hub sites are of local authority wide importance where users are willing to travel to access 
the range and high quality of facilities offered and are likely to be multi-sport. These have been 
identified on the basis of high impact on addressing the issues identified in the assessment.  
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PART 7: CHORLEY ACTION PLAN 

 

Chorley Central Analysis Area headline findings  

 

Sport Analysis 
area 

Current picture (MES16) Future picture (203617) 

Football 
(grass 
pitches) 

 

Central  Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 2.5 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 1 MES per week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches have spare 
capacity of 2 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES per week 

 Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 0.5 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 6 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 2 MES per 
week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1.5 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are 
overplayed by 1.5 MES per 
week 

Football  

(3G 
pitches)18 

Chorley  Shortfall of 4 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 5 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 

Rugby union 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

Rugby 
league 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 4.5 MES 

 Junior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by five MES 

 Junior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

Cricket Central  Spare capacity of 48 match 
equivalent sessions per season 

 Spare capacity of 48 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

Hockey Chorley  Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality pitches 
meaning that other pitches 
should be retained as hockey 
suitable surfaces in the 
meantime. 

 Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality 
pitches meaning that other 
pitches should be retained 
as hockey suitable 
surfaces in the meantime. 

Tennis 
courts 

Chorley  Although there are a sufficient 
supply of courts at all club sites 
across Chorley; there is a need 
to utilise the spare capacity 
on non-club community 
available courts to actualise 
substantial amounts of latent 
demand.  

 Although there are a 
sufficient supply of courts at 
all club sites across Chorley; 
there is a need to utilise the 
spare capacity on non-club 
community available courts 
to actualise substantial 
amounts of latent demand. 

 

                                                
16 Match equivalent sessions 
17 Future demand based on ONS calculations and club consultation which also includes any latent and displaced 
demand identified. 
18 Based on accommodating 38 teams to one full size pitch for affiliated team training. 
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Sport Analysis 
area 

Current picture (MES16) Future picture (203617) 

Bowling 
greens 

Chorley  Spare capacity for an additional 
265 participants. Greater 
utilisation of unused greens 
is needed to relieve overplay 
at some sites. 

 Spare capacity to 
accommodate increased 
levels of demand, with 
capacity for 201 participants. 
Greater utilisation of 
unused greens is needed to 
relieve overplay at some 
sites. 

Athletics Chorley  There is insufficient supply to 
meet current and future levels 
of demand 

 There is insufficient supply 
to meet current and future 
levels of demand 

Cycling Chorley  Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

Golf Chorley  Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 
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Chorley Central Action Plan 
 

Site 

ID 

Site Sport Management Current status Recommended actions Lead 

Partners 

Site 
hierarc
hy tier 

Priority Timescales
19 

Cost 
20 

Aim 

170 Adlington Cricket Club Cricket Sports Club A good quality grass cricket square with 13 
wickets accompanied by an NTP. Square is 
used to capacity at peak time. Site is owned 
by Adlington CC.  

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

171 Albany Science 
College 

Football Education One adult pitch and one youth 9v9 pitch both 
of which are standard quality. Spare capacity 
has been discounted due to unsecure tenure. 
Adult pitch is used by the community where 
as the youth 9v9 pitch is not. 

Sustain pitch quality through regular 
enhanced maintenance and remedial 
work to better sustain levels of school 
and community use. 

Pursue security of tenure for any future 
users via community use agreement. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

Enhance 

Cricket Education One standalone NTP. Retain for school use. Education 
ECB 

Low L L 

Tennis Education Six poor quality macadam courts which are 
not floodlit and are unavailable for community 
use. 

Seek to improve court quality through 
resurfacing.  

LTA 
Education 

Low S L 

172 Anderton Primary 
School 

Football Education One poor quality mini 7v7 pitch which is 
available for community use but is currently 
unused. Spare capacity is discounted due to 
unsecure tenure. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extracurricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

173 Anderton St Joseph's 
Bowling Club 

Bowls Sports Club One good quality bowling green which is the 
home venue of Anderton St Joseph’s BC. 
The Club is responsible for managing and 
maintaining the site. 

The green has some capacity for additional 
demand, although this is minimal. 

Sustain the green quality by continuing 
with the current maintenance regime 
and maximise use. 

Sports Club 
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

174 Astley Park Football Chorley 
Council 

Two adult, two youth 11v11 and one youth 
9v9 pitch all of which are poor quality. Spare 
capacity discounted due to unsecure tenure. 
Site is accompanied by standard quality 
ancillary facilities. Site has been identified for 
potential investment through S106 monies. 

Improve pitch quality through either 
enhanced levels of maintenance or 
implementation of a drainage system 
based upon strategic evidence (For 
example a Pitch Improvement 
Programme Report) This can be 
obtained through using potential 
investment from available S106 monies. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Key 
Centre 

Medium S L - M Protect 
Enhance 

 

Bowls Chorley 
Council 

Two good quality bowling greens, which are 
managed and maintained by Chorley 
Council. Low membership across the two 
greens. 

The viability of the greens should be 
examined given the low membership of 
Astley Park BC. 

Chorley 
Council  
BCGBA 

Medium S L 

Tennis Chorley 
Council 

Three standard quality macadam courts 
which are available for community use but 
are not floodlit. 

Prolong court lifespan through a robust 
maintenance plan. 
Explore potential options to increase 
community usage by creating a more 
efficient access system such as 
Clubspark in order to actualise latent 
demand. 

LTA 
Chorley 
Council 

Medium S L 

176 Bay Horse Pub, Heath 
Charnock 

Bowls Commercial One good quality bowling green that is the 
home venue of St Paul’s Church BC. 

The green has some capacity for additional 
demand, although this is minimal. 

Sustain green quality by continuing with 
the current maintenance regime and 
maximise use. 

Commercial 
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

                                                
19 (S) -Short (1-2 years); (M) - Medium (3-5 years); (L) - Long (6+ years) 
20 (L) -Low - less than £50k; (M) -Medium - £50k-£250k; (H) -High £250k and above 
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188 Charnock Richard 
Football Club (Mossie 
Park) 

Football Sports Club Two good quality adult pitches which have 
actual spare capacity of 0.5 match equivalent 
sessions per week. One adult pitch is 
suitable for Step 5 football with the other 
pitch overmarked on a cricket outfield. 
Charnock Richards FC has aspirations to 
make improvements to ancillary facilities. 
Due to recent success the Club has spent 
money upgrading the facilities to make them 
adhere for Step 5 football, however, if 
promoted it would struggle to make further 
improvements. 

Sustain pitch quality through appropriate 
levels of dedicated maintenance. 
Explore potential funding streams to 
assist Charnock Richards FC in 
improving ancillary facilities. 
Ensure ancillary facilities and playing 
provision is suitable for Step 5 football. 
Examine the requirements needed for 
the Club to progress through the football 
pyramid. 

Sports Club 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

High S L Protect 
Provide 
Enhance 

Cricket Sports Club A good quality grass cricket square with six 
wickets. Square has minimal spare capacity 
which is not enough to accommodate any 
additional senior demand. Site is used by 
Charnock St James CC. The Club has 
unsecure tenure at the site as it rents from 
leaseholder Charnock Richard FC. There are 
football pitches located on the cricket outfield. 
The Club report a need for additional training 
facilities. 

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 
Explore the feasibility of formalising 
security of tenure for Charnock St 
James CC. 
Assist the Club in acquiring additional 
training facilities. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

High S L 

189 Chisnall Lane - 
Chorley Panthers 
Rugby League 

Rugby 
league 

Sports Club Two senior pitches; one junior and one 
primary pitch all of which are good quality. 

One senior pitch is floodlit which is 
overplayed by five match equivalent 
sessions, accommodating match and training 
demand from Chorley Panthers ARLFC, as 
well as match demand from Chorley RFC 
during the winter months. 

The other senior pitch has 0.5 match 
equivalent sessions of actual spare capacity 
at senior peak time. The mini and junior 
pitches have no actual spare capacity at 
peak time. 

The site is on a long term lease to Chorley 
Panthers ARLFC which encompasses both 
the pitches and ancillary facilities. Changing 
room facilities are good quality, however, 
clubhouse facilities are not fit for purpose and 
is not able to serve alcohol. The Club is in the 
process of applying for Sport England 
Community Facility Fund to improve the 
clubhouse. It also has aspirations to improve 
carparking. The dual use pitch is used by 
Chorley RFC which temporarily relocated 
whilst its home venue (Chancery Road) is 
being developed. 

Sustain pitch quality by continuing with 
the current maintenance regime. 

Install floodlighting on additional pitches 
to reduce the current levels of overplay 
on the site’s one floodlit pitch. 

Support the Club’s bid for funding to 
improve the clubhouse provision on site. 
Explore the feasibility for a potential RFL 
Community Standard 3G pitch, with the 
option of also making the pitch WR 
compliant to accommodate demand 
from Chorley RFC. 

Sports Club 

RFL 

SE 

Chorley 
Council 

RFU 

Local 
Site 

Medium S M-H Protect 

Provide 

Enhance 

Rugby 
union 

Sports Club One good quality (M2/D1) senior rugby union 
pitch which is not floodlit and is a dual use 
with rugby league. Spare capacity discounted 
due to dual use. Pitch is used by Chorley 
RFC temporarily whilst its home venue 
(Chancery Road) is being developed. 

Explore whether Chorley RFC could 
obtain a long term agreement from 
Chorley Panthers ARLFC to access the 
site for both match demand and training. 

Sports Club 

RFL 

SE 

Chorley 
Council 

RFU 

Medium S L 
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190 Chorley All Saints 
Primary Academy 

Football Education Two poor quality mini 7v7 pitches which have 
spare capacity discounted due to unsecure 
tenure. Pitches are available and used by the 
community. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

191 Chorley Cricket Club Cricket Sports Club A standard quality grass cricket square with 
14 wickets. Square is played to capacity at 
peak time. Site is owned by Chorley CC.  

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

Tennis Sports Club Five good quality macadam courts which are 
available for community use and are floodlit. 
Site is used by Chorley TC. Courts have 
capacity to accommodate additional demand. 

Sustain good court quality through a 
dedicated maintenance regime. 
Utilise spare capacity to accommodate 
future and latent demand. 

LTA 
Sports Club 

Low L L 

194 Chorley Subscription 
Bowling Green 

Bowls Sports Club One good quality bowling green that is 
managed and maintained by Chorley 
Subscription BC. 

The green is potentially overplayed by 51 
members. 

Sustain green quality by continuing with 
the current maintenance regime. 

Explore options of utilising a second 
venue to accommodate some demand, 
reducing the overplay on site. Potential 
venues could be either Astley Park or 
Coronation Recreation Ground, both of 
which are less than five minutes drive. 

Sports Club 
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

195 Christ Church 
Charnock Richard 
Primary School 

Football Education One mini 5v5 and one mini 7v7 pitch both of 
which are poor quality. The mini 7v7 pitch 
has no actual spare capacity available, 
whereas, the mini 5v5 pitch has spare 
capacity discounted due to unsecure tenure. 
Pitches are available and used by the 
community. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

197 Coppull Conservative 
Club 

Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green. The green is 
potentially overplayed by 92 members. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime. 

If required, explore options of utilising a 
second venue to accommodate some 
demand, reducing the overplay on site. 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

198 Coppull United Football Sports Club One good quality adult pitch which has no 
actual spare capacity available at peak time. 

Sustain pitch quality through enhanced 
levels of dedicated maintenance as 
required. 

Sports Club 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

199 Coronation Recreation 
Ground 

Tennis Chorley 
Council 

One good quality macadam courts which is 
available for community use but is not floodlit. 

Explore options to increase community 
usage by creating a more efficient 
access system using court accessing 
systems such as Clubspark in order to 
actualise latent demand. 

LTA 
Chorley 
Council 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

200 Croston Sports Club Football Sports Club One standard quality adult pitch which is 
played to capacity at peak time. 

Sustain pitch quality through enhanced 
levels of dedicated maintenance as 
required. 

Sports Club 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

Cricket Sports Club A good quality grass cricket square with 10 
wickets accompanied by an NTP. Spare 
capacity is not enough to accommodate 
additional senior demand. Site is used by 
Croston CC. The Club report a need for 
additional training facilities. 

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 
Assist the Club in acquiring additional 
training facilities. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

Low S L Protect 
Provide 

Enhance 

Tennis Sports Club Three good quality macadam courts which 
are available for community use but are not 
floodlit. Site is used by Croston TC which has 
aspirations for floodlighting. Courts have 
capacity to accommodate additional demand. 

Sustain good court quality through a 
dedicated maintenance regime. 
Explore the feasibility of installing 
floodlights. 

LTA 
Sports Club 

Low L L 
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203 East Ward 
Conservative Club 

Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green. The green is 
managed and maintained East Ward Cons 
BC and has minimal capacity for additional 
demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime. 

 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

210 Fairview Youth and 
Community Centre 

Football Community 
Association 

One mini 7v7 and one mini 5v5 pitch both of 
which are standard quality. Pitches are 
available but are unused. Each pitch has 
actual spare capacity of one match 
equivalent session available per week. 

Maintained by Chorley Council. 

Sustain pitch quality through enhanced 
levels of dedicated maintenance as 
required. 

Utilise actual spare capacity via the 
transfer of demand from overplayed 
sites or through future demand. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

211 Gillett Fields, Limbrick Football Chorley 
Council 

One poor quality adult pitch which has spare 
capacity retained to protect pitch quality. 
Pitch is available for community use but is 
unused. Site has no changing provision. Site 
has been identified for potential investment 
through S106 monies. 

Improve pitch quality through either 
enhanced levels of maintenance or 
implementation of a drainage system 
based upon strategic evidence (For 
example a Pitch Improvement 
Programme Report) This can be 
obtained through using potential 
investment from available S106 monies. 
In conjunction with pitch improvements 
find a club suitable to use the site and 
provide it with security of tenure. If no 
club can be found examine the strategic 
need to invest in improving pitch quality 
or sustaining as formal sports provision. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Medium S L - M Enhance 

212 Gillibrand Playing 
Pitches 

Football Chorley 
Council 

Two youth 9v9 and one mini 7v7 pitch all of 
which are good quality. The youth 9v9 
pitches has no actual spare capacity whereas 
the mini 7v7 each has spare capacity of one 
match equivalent session per week. Site is 
accompanied by good quality changing 
provision. 

Sustain pitch quality through enhanced 
levels of dedicated maintenance. 
Utilise actual spare capacity via the 
transfer of demand from overplayed 
sites or through future demand. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

215 Harpers Lane 
Recreation Ground 

Bowls Chorley 
Council 

One good quality bowling green. The site is 
maintained by Chorley Council but is the 
home venue of Harpers Lane Rec BC and 
has minimal capacity for additional demand. 

The green is available for pay-and-play. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime. 

 

Chorley 
Council  
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

Cycling Chorley 
Council 

A BMX pump track created in 2018 to service 
local demand. 

Sustain quality through appropriate 
maintenance and retain as current use. 

British 
Cycling 
Chorley 
Council 

Low L L 

217 Highfield Primary 
School 

Football Education One poor quality mini 7v7 pitch which is 
available for community use but is currently 
unused. Spare capacity discounted due to 
unsecure tenure. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

220 Holy Cross High 
School 

Football Education One youth 11v11 and one mini 7v7 pitch both 
of which are standard quality. Both pitches 
have spare capacity discounted due to 
unsecure tenure. Pitches are available and 
used by the community. 

Work to better sustain levels of school 
and community use. 

Pursue security of tenure for any future 
users via community use agreement. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 
Provide 
Enhance 

Rugby 
league 

Education One standard quality senior pitch which is 
available for community use but is currently 
unused. Pitch has spare capacity discounted 
due to unsecure tenure. 

Sustain quality and retain as available 
for community use. 

Rugby 
League 

Education 

Medium S L 
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Hockey  Education One standard quality full size floodlit hockey 
suitable AGP. The pitch was built in 2006 and 
is available for community use. There is no 
usage from community hockey clubs. Pitch 
has exceeded its recommended lifespan. 
Pitch has spare capacity to accommodate 
hockey demand. 

Monitor rate of natural deterioration in 
pitch quality and resurface the pitch 
when it declines to become poor. 
Encourage the provider to establish a 
mechanism for long-term sustainability 
such as a sinking fund. 

Retain the pitch whilst the hockey 
suitable AGP at Buckshaw Village 
Community Association is improved. 

EH 
Education 

Medium S H 

Tennis Education Two poor quality macadam courts which are 
not floodlit and are unavailable for community 
use. 

Seek to improve court quality through 
resurfacing.  

LTA 
Education 

Medium S L 

222 Jubilee Playing 
Pitches 

Football Chorley 
Council 

Two youth 11v11pitches which are standard 
quality. Pitches have actual spare capacity of 
1.5 match equivalent sessions per week. 
Bridge Celtic FC has enquired to the Council 
in regard to installing portacabins on the site 
as there are no purpose built changing 
facilities. Site has been identified for potential 
investment through S106 monies. 

Sustain pitch quality through regular 
enhanced maintenance and remedial 
work. 

Assist in the development of suitable 
ancillary facilities for Bridge Celtic FC 
based upon strategic demand) This can 
be obtained through using potential 
investment from available S106 monies. 

Chorley 
Council 

Sports Club 
FF 

LFA 

Local 
Site 

Low S - M L - H Protect 
Enhance 
Provide 

223 King George V Field Football Chorley 
Council 

One youth 11v11, two youth 9v9, two mini 
7v7 and two mini 5v5 pitches all of which are 
poor quality. The youth 9v9 pitches are 
played to capacity whereas all remaining 
pitches have spare capacity retained to 
protect pitch quality. Used by Adlington JFC. 
Site is accompanied by poor quality ancillary 
facilities.  

Investigate the need for installation of a 
drainage system to help determine the 
most efficient way to improve quality. 

Improve poor quality ancillary facilities. 

Potential investment from available 
S106 monies. 

Potential to become a Hub site in the 
future. Also consider as a potential site 
for a 3G pitch. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Sports Club 

Key 
Centre 

High S - M M - H Protect 
Enhance 
Provide 

229 Parklands High School Football Education One youth 11v11 and one youth 9v9 pitch 
both of which are standard quality. Spare 
capacity discounted due to unsecure tenure. 
Available for community use but currently 
unused. 

Improve pitch quality through enhanced 
levels of maintenance and retain as 
current use. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Key 
Centre 

Medium S L Protect 
Enhance 

Rugby 
league 

Education One poor quality senior pitch which is 
available for community use. Pitch is at 
capacity from curricular and extracurricular 
demand. 

Improve pitch quality through enhanced 
levels of maintenance and retain as 
available for community use. 

RFL 
Education 

Medium S L 

Hockey  Education One poor quality full size floodlit hockey 
suitable AGP. The pitch was built in 2014 and 
has limited community use due to its current 
quality. There are issues with carpet pulling 
up creating an uneven surface. The School is 
in the process of contacting the business 
which installed the pitch to amend the 
problem. Spare capacity has been 
discounted due to poor quality. 

Assist the School in resolving pitch 
quality issues. 
Encourage the provider to establish a 
mechanism for long-term sustainability 
such as a sinking fund. 
Resurface the pitch as a hockey suitable 
surface. 

EH 
Education 

High S M 

Tennis Education Two poor quality macadam courts which are 
not floodlit and are unavailable for community 
use. The site has seen a recent reduction of 
four to two courts as a classroom has been 
built in this area.  

Seek to improve court quality through 
resurfacing to better sustain curricular 
and extra curricular demand. 

LTA 
Education 

Medium S L 
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230 Rivington Bowling 
Club 

Bowls Sports Club One good quality bowling green. The site is 
maintained by Rivington BC and has minimal 
capacity for additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime. 

Sports Club 
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

232 Southlands High 
School 

Football Education Two youth 11v11 and two youth 9v9 pitches 
all of which are poor quality. Youth 11v11 
pitches are overplayed by one match 
equivalent sessions per week. Youth 9v9 
pitch are also overplayed by one match 
equivalent session per week. Pitches are 
used for community use. 

Improve pitch quality through more 
regular enhanced maintenance and 
remedial work to better sustain levels of 
school and community use. 
Ensure secure tenure for community use 
users. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 
Enhance 

Hockey  Education One good quality small sized floodlit hockey 
suitable AGP which is available for 
community use. 

Sustain quality and retain as available 
for community use. 

Education 
EH 

Low L L 

234 St George's Club Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green. The site is 
maintained by St George’s BC and has 
minimal capacity for additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime and maximise use. 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

235 St Joseph's Club Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green. The green is 
maintained by St Joseph’s Club and is 
overplayed by nine members (albeit this is 
considered manageable). 

Monitor the quality of the green to 
ensure overplay can be sustained. No 
further usage recommended. 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

236 St Mary's Club Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green. The site is 
maintained by St Mary’s BC and has minimal 
capacity for additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime and maximise use. 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

237 St Michael's CE High 
School 

Football Education Three standard quality adult pitches which 
are available for community use but are 
currently unused. 

If quality allows, seek to establish 
community use through a secured 
community use agreement. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 
Enhance 

Cricket A standard quality grass cricket square with 
four wickets. The square is available for 
community use but is currently unused.  

Improve quality as required to better 
sustain curricular and extra curricular 
demand. No demand for community 
use. 

Education 
ECB 

Low L L 

Tennis Four poor quality macadam courts which are 
not floodlit and are unavailable for community 
use. 

Seek to improve court quality through 
resurfacing to better sustain curricular 
and extra curricular demand. 

LTA 
Education 

Low S L 

239 St Peter's Club Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green. The site is 
maintained by St Peter’s BC and has minimal 
capacity for additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current maintenance 
regime and maximise use. 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

240 Tatton Recreation 
Ground 

Bowls Chorley 
Council 

One good quality bowling green which is 
maintained by Chorley Council. The green is 
not the primary home venue of a bowling club 
but is available for pay and play. 

Maximize use and investigate whether 
the site could accommodate any 
demand from overplayed sites in the 
Area. 

Chorley 
Council  
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

243 Victory Park - Chorley 
FC 

Football Sports Club One good quality adult pitch which has 
minimal spare capacity retained. Chorley FC 
has recently (2018) acquired a 15 year lease 
for the site. Site is suitable for Step 2 football. 
The Club reports it needs to make 
improvements to certain aspects of the 
ground such as changing rooms, 
floodlighting, official’s rooms, plumbing and 
stadium seating. 

Sustain pitch quality through appropriate 
levels of dedicated maintenance. 
Explore potential funding streams to 
assist Chorley FC in improving ancillary 
facilities.  

Ensure ancillary facilities and playing 
provision is suitable for Step 2 football. 
Examine the requirements needed for 
the Club to progress through the football 
pyramid. 

Sports Club 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Medium S - M M Protect 
Enhance 
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248 Wigan Lane Playing 
Field 

Football Chorley 
Council 

One poor quality youth 11v11 pitch which is 
played to capacity. Site has no changing 
provision. Site is used for football by 
Adlington JFC and Chorley Bowmen for 
archery. 

Improve pitch quality through more 
regular enhanced maintenance and 
remedial work to better sustain levels of 
community use. Work with both 
Adlington JFC and Chorley Bowmen to 
develop the site. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

257 St Joseph’s Catholic 
Primary School 

Football Education One mini 7v7 and one mini 5v5 pitch both of 
which are poor quality. Both pitches have 
spare capacity discounted due to unsecure 
tenure. Pitches are available and used by the 
community. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Pursue security of tenure for any future 
users via community use agreement. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

Enhance 

258 Charnock Richard 
Football Club (Mossie 
Close) 

Football Sports Club One good quality youth 11v11 pitch and one 
standard quality youth 9v9 pitch. The youth 
11v11 pitch has no actual spare capacity 
whereas the youth 9v9 pitch has actual spare 
capacity of one match equivalent session per 
week. 

Sustain quality and retain as current 
use. 
Utilise actual spare capacity via the 
transfer of demand from overplayed 
sites or through future demand. 

Sports Club 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

262 Coppull Primary 
School 

Football Education One poor quality youth 9v9 pitch which is 
played to capacity. Pitch is available for 
community use but is currently unused. 

Improve quality as required to better 
sustain curricular and extra curricular 
demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

265 Adlington St Pauls C 
of E Primary School 

Football Education One poor quality mini 7v7 pitch which has 
spare capacity discounted due to unsecure 
tenure. Pitch is available for community use 
but is currently unused. 

Improve quality as required to better 
sustain curricular and extra curricular 
demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

269 Rivington and 
Blackrod High School 
(upper School) 

Football Education Two youth 11v11 pitches and one youth 9v9 
pitch all of which are standard quality. The 
youth 9v9 pitch is overplayed by one match 
equivalent session per week whereas the 
youth 11v11 pitches have spare capacity 
discounted due to unsecure tenure. Pitches 
are available and used by the community. 

Sustain pitch quality through regular 
enhanced maintenance and remedial 
work to better sustain levels of school 
and community use. 

Ensure security of tenure for community 
users via community use agreement. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Medium S L Protect 

Cricket One standalone NTP. Retain for school use. Education 
ECB 

Low L L 

Tennis Six good quality macadam courts which are 
available for community use and are floodlit. 

Sustain good court quality through a 
dedicated maintenance regime. 
Explore potential options to establish 
community usage. 

LTA 
Education 

Medium L L 

279 Gillet Cricket Field Cricket Sports Club A good quality grass cricket square with 12 
wickets. The square is rented by Chorley CC 
third Saturday team. Square has actual spare 
capacity to accommodate one additional 
team at peak time. 

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 
Utilise actual spare capacity to alleviate 
identified overplay. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

318 Chorley Golf Club Golf Private A par 71, 18-hole golf course with adequate 
ancillary facilities. 

Retain course and sustain quality 
through appropriate maintenance. 
Explore opportunities to increase 
membership. 

Club 
England Golf 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

319 Duxbury Park Golf 
Club 

Golf Chorley 
Council 

A par 71, 18-hole golf course with adequate 
ancillary facilities. The site is managed by 
Glendale Golf. 

Retain course and sustain quality 
through appropriate maintenance. 
Explore opportunities to increase 
membership. 

Club 
England Golf 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

323 Yarrow Valley Golf 
Course 

Golf Private A par 28, 9-hole golf course with adequate 
ancillary facilities. There is no membership 
option at this site, pay and play is the only 
option. 

Retain course and sustain quality 
through appropriate maintenance. 
Explore opportunities to increase 
membership. 

Club 
England Golf 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 
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East Analysis Area headline findings 
 

Sport Analysis 
area 

Current picture (MES21) Future picture (203622) 

Football 
(grass 
pitches) 

 

East  Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 2 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 2.5 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1.5 MES per week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are at 
capacity 

 Adult pitches have spare 
capacity of 1.5 MES per 
week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 6 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches have 
spare capacity of 1.5 MES 
per week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches are at 
capacity 

Football  

(3G 
pitches)23 

Chorley  Shortfall of 4 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 5 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 

Rugby union 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are at 
capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

Rugby 
league 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 4.5 MES 

 Junior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are 
overplayed by five MES 

 Junior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

Cricket East  Spare capacity of 20 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

 Spare capacity of 2 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

Hockey Chorley  Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality 
pitches meaning that other 
pitches should be retained 
as hockey suitable surfaces 
in the meantime. 

 Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level 
of demand. There is a need 
to resurface poor quality 
pitches meaning that other 
pitches should be retained 
as hockey suitable 
surfaces in the meantime. 

Tennis 
courts 

Chorley  Although there are a sufficient 
supply of courts at all club 
sites across Chorley; there is 
a need to utilise the spare 
capacity on non-club 
community available courts 
to actualise substantial 
amounts of latent demand.  

 

 

 

 Although there are a 
sufficient supply of courts at 
all club sites across Chorley; 
there is a need to utilise 
the spare capacity on non-
club community available 
courts to actualise 
substantial amounts of 
latent demand. 

                                                
21 Match equivalent sessions 
22 Future demand based on ONS calculations and club consultation which also includes any latent and displaced 
demand identified. 
23 Based on accommodating 38 teams to one full size pitch for affiliated team training. 
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Sport Analysis 
area 

Current picture (MES21) Future picture (203622) 

Bowling 
greens 

Chorley  Spare capacity for an 
additional 265 participants. 
Greater utilisation of 
unused greens is needed to 
relieve overplay at some 
sites. 

 Spare capacity to 
accommodate increased 
levels of demand, with 
capacity for 201 participants. 
Greater utilisation of 
unused greens is needed 
to relieve overplay at some 
sites. 

Athletics Chorley  There is insufficient supply 
to meet current and future 
levels of demand 

 There is insufficient supply 
to meet current and future 
levels of demand 

Cycling Chorley  Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

Golf Chorley  Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 

 Demand can be met with 
retained level of access 
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East Analysis Area Action Plan 
 

Site 

ID 

Site Sport Management Current status Recommended actions Lead 

Partners 

Site 
hierarc
hy tier 

Priority Timescales
24 

Cost 
25 

Aim 

180 Brinscall St John Primary 
School 

Football Education One standard quality mini 7v7 pitch which 
is played to capacity through community 
and curricular use. 

Sustain quality and pursue security of 
tenure for any future users via 
community use agreement. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

Enhance 

181 Brinscall Village Junior 
Football Club 

Football Sports Club One standard quality adult pitch which 
has actual spare capacity of one match 
equivalent session available per week. 
Pitch is overmarked on a cricket outfield. 
Brinscall Village JFC has aspiration to 
improve pitch drainage. 

Sustain pitch quality through regular 
enhanced maintenance and remedial 
work as required. 
Explore the feasibility of improving 
poor drainage. 

Sports Club 
FF 

LFA 

Local 
Site 

Medium S L Protect 
Enhance 

Provide 
 

 

Cricket A good quality grass cricket square with 
12 wickets. Square has minimal spare 
capacity which is not enough to 
accommodate any additional senior 
demand. Site is used by Brinscall CC. The 
Club report issues with outfield drainage. 
The Club also report a need for additional 
training facilities. 

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 
Explore the feasibility of improving 
outfield drainage. 
Assist the Club in securing additional 
training facilities. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

 Low S L 

Bowls One good quality bowling green which is 
managed by Brinscall BC. The green has 
capacity for additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current 
maintenance regime and maximise 
use. 

Sports Club 
BCGBA 

 Low L L 

Tennis Two standard quality macadam courts 
which are available for community use but 
are not floodlit. Unused by community 
club. 

Prolong court lifespan through a robust 
maintenance plan. 

LTA 
Sports Club 

 Low L L 

184 Buckshaw Village 
Community Association 

Football Community 
Organisation 

One adult and one youth 11v11 pitch both 
of which are standard quality. Youth 
11v11 pitch is overplayed by two match 
equivalent sessions per week, whereas, 
the adult pitch has actual spare capacity 
of one match equivalent session per 
week. 

Improve pitch quality through more 
regular enhanced maintenance and 
remedial work. 

Community 
Organisation 

FF 
LFA 

Key 
Centre 

High S L Protect 
Provide 
Enhance 

Hockey  One poor quality full size floodlit hockey 
suitable AGP. The pitch was built in 2005 
and is used by Leyland & Chorley HC. 
The Club rents the pitch annually. Pitch 
has exceeded its recommended lifespan. 
Spare capacity on the pitch is discounted 
due to its quality. 

As a priority, explore funding options to 
refurbish the pitch as a hockey suitable 
surface. 
Encourage the provider to establish a 
mechanism for long-term sustainability 
such as a sinking fund. 
Secure tenure for Leyland & Chorley 
HC through a long term lease or 
community use agreement ensuring it 
has enough access to meet its current 
and future demand requirements. 

Community 
Organisation 

EH 
Sports Club 

High S H 

196 Clayton Green Sports 
Centre 

Football Chorley 
Council 

One floodlit small sized 3G pitch which is 
standard quality and available for 
community use. 

Sustain quality and retain as current 
use. 

Chorley 
Council      

LFA 
FF 

 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

                                                
24 (S) -Short (1-2 years); (M) - Medium (3-5 years); (L) - Long (6+ years) 
25 (L) -Low - less than £50k; (M) -Medium - £50k-£250k; (H) -High £250k and above 
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Site 

ID 

Site Sport Management Current status Recommended actions Lead 

Partners 

Site 
hierarc
hy tier 

Priority Timescales
24 

Cost 
25 

Aim 

213 Great Green's Lane 
Playing Pitch 

Football Chorley 
Council 

One standard quality youth 9v9 pitch 
which has actual spare capacity of 0.5 
match equivalent sessions available per 
week. Site does not have any changing 
rooms. 

Examine if demand can be relocated to 
another site and examine strategic 
need to retain the pitch. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 
 

218 Hoghton Village Hall Football Sports Club One standard quality mini 7v7 pitch which 
is available for community use but is 
currently unused. Actual spare capacity of 
one match equivalent session per week. 

As pitch is currently unused examine if 
it still needs to be maintained as formal 
pitch provision. 

Chorley 
Council 

LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 
Provide 
Enhance 

Cricket A standard quality grass cricket square 
with 12 wickets. The square is used to 
capacity at peak time. Hoghton CC has a 
50 year lease on the provision from 
Hoghton Tower Estate. The Club report 
issues with outfield drainage. Site is 
accompanied by poor quality ancillary 
facilities. The Club report a need for 
additional training facilities. 

Improve square quality through and 
enhanced maintenance, remedial and 
preparatory regime. 
Assist the Club in acquiring additional 
training facilities. 
Explore potential funding streams to 
improve poor quality ancillary facilities. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

L - M S M 

Tennis Two standard quality macadam courts 
which are available for community use but 
are not floodlit. Site is used by Hoghton 
Family TC. 

Prolong court lifespan through a robust 
maintenance plan. 

LTA 
Sports Club 

Low M L 

219 Hoghton Cricket Club Bowls Sports Club One good quality bowling green that is 
managed and maintained by Hoghton 
Castle BC. The green has minimal 
capacity for additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current 
maintenance regime and maximise 
use. 

Sports Club 
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

224 Ley Inn Bowling Club Bowls Sports Club One good quality bowling green that is 
managed by a community organisation. 
No club is currently based at the site as a 
primary home venue. 

The green is available for pay-and-play. 

Consider the viability of the green 
given the low level of demand it 
receives. 

Sports Club 
BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

228 Monks Drive Football Lancashire 
County 
Council 

One standard quality youth 9v9 pitch 
which is currently unused. Pitch has 
actual spare capacity of one match 
equivalent session per week. 

Examine if demand can be relocated to 
another site and examine strategic 
need to retain the pitch. 

LCC 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

231 Sandy Lane, Brinscall 
(BWARA) 

Football Sports Club One standard quality youth 9v9 pitch 
which is played to capacity. Brinscall 
Village JFC has aspiration to improve 
quality of the pitch. 

Improve pitch quality through more 
regular enhanced maintenance and 
remedial work. 

Sports Club 
FF 

LFA 

Local 
Site 

Medium S L Enhance 

233 St Chad's Bowling Club Bowls Community 
Organisation 

One good quality bowling green which is 
managed by St Chad’s BC. The Club has 
25 members meaning that there is ample 
capacity onsite to accommodate 
additional demand. 

Sustain the quality of the green by 
continuing with the current 
maintenance regime and maximise 
use. 

Monitor club membership levels 
ensuring that the green remains 
sustainable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community 
Organisation 

BCGBA 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 
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Site 

ID 

Site Sport Management Current status Recommended actions Lead 

Partners 

Site 
hierarc
hy tier 

Priority Timescales
24 

Cost 
25 

Aim 

244 West Way Playing Fields 
(Site being developed as 
sports hub) 

TBC Chorley 
Council 

Chorley Council is in the process of 
developing a multi sports hub site at West 
Way Playing Fields. The proposed 
development includes one adult and one 
youth 9v9 grass football pitch and one full 
sized floodlit 3G pitch. The Council is 
committed to delivering a scheme at West 
Way Playing Fields given the level of 
demand from local clubs and from the 
Football Foundation and Lancashire FA, 
subject to a development of design which 
is affordable.  

Develop as a multi sport hub site with 
suitable accompanying ancillary 
facilities. The creation of a full size 3G 
pitch and compact athletics facility 
would alleviate identified shortfalls.  

Ensure any 3G provision is FA/FIFA 
tested with use maximised for match 
play and training demand alleviating 
current youth 11v11 and future mini 
5v5, youth 9v9 and youth 11v11 grass 
pitch shortfalls. 

Chorley 
Council 

Sports Clubs 
NGBs 

Hub High S - M H Provide 

245 White Coppice Cricket 
Club 

Cricket Sports Club A standard quality grass cricket square 
with eight wickets. The square has actual 
spare capacity to accommodate one 
additional senior team at peak time. Site 
is owned by White Coppice CC.  

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 
Utilise actual spare capacity to 
alleviate identified overplay. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

246 Whittle and Clayton-le-
Wood Cricket Club 

Cricket Private A standard quality grass cricket square 
with 12 wickets. The square is used to 
capacity at senior peak time. Whittle and 
Clayton-le-Wood CC has unsecure tenure 
at the site as it rents from Primrose 
Developments. The Club report issues 
with outfield drainage. Site is 
accompanied by poor quality ancillary 
facilities. The Club report a need for 
additional training facilities. 

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 
Explore the feasibility of formalising 
security of tenure for Whittle and 
Clayton-le-Wood CC. 
Assist the Club in acquiring additional 
training facilities. 
Explore the feasibility of improving 
outfield drainage. 

Private 
Sports Club 

ECB 

Local 
Site 

Low S M Protect 
Provide 
Enhance 

247 Whittle-le-Woods FC Football Sports Club One good quality youth 11v11 pitch which 
has actual spare capacity of 0.5 match 
equivalent sessions per week. 

Sustain quality and retain as current 
use. 
Utilise actual spare capacity via the 
transfer of demand from overplayed 
sites or through future demand. 

Sports Club 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 

249 Withnell Fold Sports and 
Social Club 

Cricket Sports Club A good quality grass cricket square with 
16 wickets. The square is used to 
capacity at senior peak time. Withnell Fold 
CC has secure tenure through its sports 
club which owns the site. Square is also 
used by Leyland CC first and seconds 
women’s teams. 

Sustain square quality through 
dedicated levels of maintenance and 
remedial work. 

Sports Club 
ECB 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 
Provide 

Tennis Two good quality macadam courts which 
are available for community use but are 
not floodlit. Site is used by Withnell Fold 
Sports & Social Club which has 
aspirations to for floodlighting. 
Accompanying ancillary facilities are poor 
quality. Courts have capacity to 
accommodate additional demand. 

Sustain good court quality through a 
dedicated maintenance regime. 
Utilise spare capacity to accommodate 
future and latent demand. 
Explore the feasibility of installing 
floodlights. 
Explore the feasibility of improving 
poor quality ancillary facilities. 

LTA 
Sports Club 

Medium S L - M 

263 Brindle Gregson Lane 
Primary School 

Football Education One standard quality youth 9v9 pitch 
which has spare capacity discounted due 
to unsecure tenure. Pitch is available for 
community use but is currently unused. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

266 Clayton Brook Primary 
School 

Football Education One poor quality mini 7v7 pitch which has 
spare capacity discounted due to 
unsecure tenure. Pitch is available for 
community use but is currently unused. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 
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Site 

ID 

Site Sport Management Current status Recommended actions Lead 

Partners 

Site 
hierarc
hy tier 

Priority Timescales
24 

Cost 
25 

Aim 

267 Clayton-le-woods C of E 
Primary School 

Football Education One poor quality mini 7v7 pitch which has 
spare capacity discounted due to 
unsecure tenure. Pitch is available for 
community use but is currently unused. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

268 Clayton-le-woods Manor 
Road Primary School 

Football Education One poor quality youth 9v9 pitch which is 
played to capacity. Pitch is available for 
community use but is currently unused. 

Improve quality to better sustain 
curricular and extra curricular demand. 

Education 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Enhance 

277 Abbey Village (BVJFC) Football Private One poor quality youth 11v11 pitch which 
is overplayed by one match equivalent 
session per week. Pitch is used by 
Brinscall Village JFC which has 
aspirations to improve its quality and 
increase its size to adult. 

Improve pitch quality through 
enhanced maintenance and remedial 
work. 
Assist Brinscall Village JFC in 
increasing the pitch size. 

Private 
LFA 
FF 

Local 
Site 

Low S L Protect 
Enhance 

280 David Lloyd Club 
(Chorley) 

Tennis Sports Club Four good quality macadam courts which 
are available for community use but are 
not floodlit. 

Sustain court quality through a 
dedicated maintenance regime. 

LTA 
Sports Club 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

320 Highfield Golf Course Golf Private A par 30, 9-hole golf course with 
adequate ancillary facilities. There is no 
membership option at this site, pay and 
play is the only option. 

Retain course and sustain quality 
through appropriate maintenance. 
Explore opportunities to increase 
membership. 

Club 
England Golf 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

321 Oak Royal Golf & Country 
Club 

Golf Private A par 36, 9-hole golf course with 
adequate ancillary facilities. Membership 
at this site has declined in recent years. 

Retain course and sustain quality 
through appropriate maintenance. 
Explore opportunities to increase 
membership. 

Club 
England Golf 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 

322 Shaw Hill Golf Club Golf Private A par 72, 18-hole golf course with 
adequate ancillary facilities.  

Retain course and sustain quality 
through appropriate maintenance. 
Explore opportunities to increase 
membership. 

Club 
England Golf 

Local 
Site 

Low L L Protect 
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West Analysis Area headline findings 
 

Sport Analysis 
area 

Current picture (MES26) Future picture (203627) 

Football 
(grass 
pitches) 

 

West  Adult pitches are overplayed by 
1 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are at 
capacity 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are played to 
capacity 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are overplayed 
by 1.5 MES per week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 match equivalent 
session per week 

 Adult pitches are overplayed 
by 1 MES per week 

 Youth 11v11 pitches are 
overplayed by 2 MES per 
week 

 Youth 9v9 pitches are 
overplayed by 0.5 MES per 
week 

 Mini 7v7 pitches are 
overplayed by 2 MES per 
week 

 Mini 5v5 pitches have spare 
capacity of 1 match 
equivalent session per week 

Football  

(3G 
pitches)28 

Chorley  Shortfall of 4 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

 Shortfall of 5 full sized 3G 
pitches for team training 

Rugby 
union 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

Rugby 
league 

(senior 
pitches) 

Chorley  Senior pitches are overplayed 
by 4.5 MES 

 Junior pitches are at capacity 

 Mini pitches are at capacity 

 Senior pitches are overplayed 
by five MES 

 Junior pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

 Mini pitches are overplayed 
by 0.5 MES 

Cricket West  Shortfall of 24 match equivalent 
sessions per season 

 Shortfall of 24 match 
equivalent sessions per 
season 

Hockey Chorley  Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality pitches 
meaning that other pitches 
should be retained as hockey 
suitable surfaces in the 
meantime. 

 Sufficient capacity to 
accommodate current level of 
demand. There is a need to 
resurface poor quality 
pitches meaning that other 
pitches should be retained 
as hockey suitable 
surfaces in the meantime. 

Tennis 
courts 

Chorley  Although there are a sufficient 
supply of courts at all club sites 
across Chorley; there is a need 
to utilise the spare capacity 
on non-club community 
available courts to actualise 
substantial amounts of latent 
demand.  

 Although there are a 
sufficient supply of courts at 
all club sites across Chorley; 
there is a need to utilise the 
spare capacity on non-club 
community available courts 
to actualise substantial 
amounts of latent demand. 

                                                
26 Match equivalent sessions 
27 Future demand based on ONS calculations and club consultation which also includes any latent and displaced 
demand identified. 
28 Based on accommodating 38 teams to one full size pitch for affiliated team training. 




