












   From the centre of the bridge you get a 
wonderful view of the Park Hotel. This was a 
railway hotel built in 1882 as a joint venture 
between The London & North Western Railway 
and The Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway. It was 
opened just in time for the 1882 Preston Guild. 
The interior included wall and floor tiles by 
Minton. It had over 60 bedrooms but only 8 
bathrooms!

If you wish to stop for refreshments 
you can continue over the bridge and 
take the steps on the right down into 
Avenham Park to the Pavilion Cafe. 
Otherwise, continue on the path going 
away from Preston.

  9    Whitehouse West Junction

As we bear right to pass under the main West 
Coast Line, turn to look south, the Whitehouse 
West signal box would have been situated on 
the right. This box was built in 1900 when the 
L & Y Railway built the north curve to enable 
the Southport trains to terminate at the main 
Preston Station (Butler Street). This decision 
brought about the demise of the Fishergate Hill 
Station as a passenger terminus.

Take the right hand fork and pass under 
the main West Coast Railway Line. 
At the end of this path turn right into 
Leyland Road. 

10  Fire Station Bridge

This is where the line crossed Leyland Road to 
the Middleforth Junction. The bridge was known 
throughout its existence as The Cephos Bridge or 
even The Jaguar House Bridge which were the 
adverts on either side of the bridge!

Continue along Leyland Road until the 
pedestrian crossing. Cross here and 
continue a short way along until you 
turn left into Stricklands Lane.

The Park Hotel



11   Middleforth Junction     
        Bridge 
Passing along Stricklands Lane you would 
have passed under two bridges forming the 
Middleforth Junction. Above would have been 
a plate layers cabin and a signal gantry, further 
down and before the Fire Station Bridge would 
have been the Middleforth Junction Signal Box.
   From 1903 the east side of the junction was 
taken out of use and during WWII army huts 
from Whitehouse triangle were relocated 
here to become the 2nd Penwortham Scout 
Headquarters (also known as Bank Top). 

Under the guidance of Charles Brian Sladen, 
affectionately known as ‘Gaffer’ the scouts were 
to remain here for the next 40 years! 
   Passing along Stricklands Lane, notice 
Mayfield Close which was built on the site of 
the since removed railway embankment.

Continue along Stricklands Lane and 
turn right into Hill Road South. 
Continue some 450 metres along Hill 
Road South until you reach Corncroft 
on the right. Turn into Corncroft 
following the path between two 
bungalows to the foot bridge.

12  Farmer’s Access Bridge

Now simply a foot bridge it started life as a 
rather splendid 4 arched access bridge for the 
local farmer. There was an initial intention to 
use the area adjacent to this bridge, where 
the spoil had been taken and used to form 
the embankments further towards the river, as 
sidings. This never happened! 

After crossing the foot bridge turn left 
along the path to Cop Lane, turn left 
and cross the two slip roads by the 
lights and cross Cop Lane. Turn right 
into Millbrook Way and back to Booths 
supermarket where the walk began 
and where there is a cafe and toilets.


