














Continue along the main path up the
steep hill through the woodland until you
reach the junction with Cuerdale Lane.

Turn right on to Cuerdale Lane and
proceed along it for approximately 280
metres (great care should be taken when
walking along this section of the route
as this is a busy road with no footpath).
You will reach a track on the left-hand
side which is marked with a green and
white footpath fingerpost and a sign for
Silverhome.

Follow this footpath for 100 metres until
you reach Swains Fold Farm where you
turn right following the yellow arrows
which take you over a stile and into a
field.

Walk through the field keeping the
hedgerow close to your left then follow
the hedgerow as it veers left and runs
down the hill. Cross over the stile and
then continue on your course until you
reach a stile situated in the hedgerow,
around three quarters of the way down.

Cross over the stile and follow the path
through the woodland until you reach the
farmyard. Follow the path through the
farmyard keeping the farm buildings on
you right. Osbaldeston House is on your
left.

( Osbaldeston House

This splendid grade II* listed Farmhouse dates
from 1661, and even though the rumbling of
the M6 motorway can be heard not far away it

is like stepping back in time seeing this isolated
building. Itis built in brick on a stone plinth with
stone dressings and has a slate roof.
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The front is formed by a 2% storey gable with a

2 storey later addition to the left; at the junction,
and rising only to the eaves, is a 2 storey gabled
porch, the front of which is stone. Above the
doorway is a stone tablet (protected by a straight
dripstone), the 4 corners and the centre of which
are lettered in relief: 1 6/ O/ WD/ 6 1 this refers to
William and Dorothy Osbaldeston. At the1st floor
is a 3-light moulded stone mullion window. Right
of the porch the ¢17 house has stone quoins,
single-course brick bands on 2 levels, and double
chamfered stone mullion windows in all walls.
The extension to the left of the porch has sashed




windows with segmental brick heads in the 1st
bay and low sashed windows in the 2nd bay.
The rear has a lean-to and sashed windows
with glazing bars in the first bay. Inside the c17
part has ovolo moulded beams on both floors,
a diamond-pattern stone flagged floor in the
entrance hall and cross-corner fireplaces in both
ground floor rooms. There is an original dog

leg staircase with turned balusters, and a purlin
roof. The interior detail has survived remarkably
complete for this period.

Continue along the cobbled path until
you reach its end at the junction with
Higher Walton Road. Turn Right and
proceed along Higher Walton Road for
approximately 900 metres (It is advisable
when walking this part of the route to
cross over and use the pavement on the
left side of the road as it is wider and has
a firmer surface. You can then cross over
when you reach the school)

@) St Patrick’s RC Primary
School

In May 1857 the foundation stone for the new
chapel-cum-school was laid and it opened 1858.
In 1870 the Elementary Education Act made
education compulsory for children thus the
school numbers were greatly swollen not only

by this heightened focus but also as a result of
the booming local textile industry. Soon, over
150 pupils were in attendance and in 1874 the
building was enlarged to help accommodate
these pupils.

The late introduction of electricity at St Patrick’s
was in 1953 and delivered school dinners were
from 1945, It is interesting to note that pupils
either went home or were collected for the hour’s
lunch break prior to this point.

A new playground was laid from LEA and parish
funds in 1950. School trips, notably to the seaside,
became a regular event in the calendar. New
technology like a wireless and a gramophone
were introduced into classrooms in 1958. After
the inspectors’ criticism of the levels of physical
education in 1959 the emphasis on recreation
was significantly increased with great effect.

Migration into Walton-le-Dale and the
surrounding area in the late 1960s and early
1970s gave rise to a huge increase in numbers
wishing to attend the schools, and St Patrick’s
alone peaked at just over 200 pupils.

St Patrick’s was extended to cope with the new
infant influx but just as suddenly as numbers had
risen, they dramatically fell in the face of post-
industrial migration away from the economically
depressed north-west. By 1983 pupils numbered
eighty; a spectacular fall in roll. The period of
assimilation, aside from this and the effects
of the ‘winter of discontent’in 1979 when oil
strikes forced the closure of the school for the
first time in decades. 1983 saw the introduction
of computers in the school for the first time.
Numbers were again on the rise and the Diocese
agreed to fund a school hall (the first dedicated
hall in over a century and a quarter of schooling)

In 2004, the school was ranked second in the
county’s key stage 2 league tables. Since then
numbers have continued to increase resulting,
since 2002, in single aged classes and an
extended school hall.



@) St Patrick’s RC Church

The Roman Catholic church of Our Lady and

St Patrick was originally formed in 1855 by the
Benedictine’s. A mission was formally established
and a school-chapel was constructed. Rising
congregations led to the need for a larger church,
and on 24 August 1879 the foundation stone

for the present building was laid, designed by
Peter Paul Pugin (1851-1904) and constructed

by Mr Hothersall of Preston. The church opened
on 19 October 1880 at a cost of £5,225 and

could seat 500. The attached presbytery was
built in 1887 and it too is considered to be by
Pugin. In 1907 the Pugin designed high altar was
installed as were the Sacred Heart and the Lady
altars (probably by Boulton) and the Stations

of the Cross. The baptistery was added in 1930.
Other fittings dating from this time include the
hanging crucifix, stone pulpit and the altar rails
of Derbyshire granite. In 1954 it was redecorated
and some of the original stencil drawing to the
sanctuary over painted. In 2005-9 a more radical
transformation of the interior was undertaken;
this involved repair and redecoration, the forward
extension of the sanctuary and the re-siting of the
communion rails, extension of the west gallery
to create a large social area and conversion of the
former baptistery to toilets.

At the public footpath sign with a green
and white fingerpost situated on the
right hand side, between St Patrick’s
Primary School and St Patrick’s Church.
Follow the footpath up the hill, through
the Graveyard

i ©) St Leonard’s Graveyard

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission
pledge to clean and maintain commonwealth
war graves. St Leonard’s Graveyard contains
the war graves of seven servicemen from
both World Wars; can you find them?

FRANCIS ASHWORTH Private, Service Number: 2938773
Pioneer Corps, Died 19 June 1944, 32 years old

GEORGE BERRY Guardsman, Service
Number: 2620731, 4th Bn. Grenadier
Guards, Died 29 June 1942, 31 years old

FRED WILSON Leading Aircraftman,
Service Number: 1425168

Royal Air Force Vol Reserve, Died 31 May
1943, 22 years old

THOMAS EDWARD SNAPE Driver, Service
Number: 14340145, Royal Engineers,
Died 18 March 1943, 22 years old

NORMAN WHITTAM Serjeant, Service Number: 844
2nd West Lancs Bde. Ammunition Col. Royal Field Artillery
Died 06 February 1916

S RIDDON Flight Cadet, Service Number: 128018
9th Training Depot Royal Air Force, Died 06 September 1918
18 years old

G B MARGERISON Private, Service Number: 201075, 1st/4th
Bn. The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, Died 12 April 1920
24 years old

Proceed back to the car park at
St Leonard’s Church where the walk ends
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