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Preface 
 
Conservation Areas 
 
'A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.'  
 
 (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 
 
The Council is responsible for deciding whether an area should be designated as a 
Conservation Area, following extensive research and consultation with people living 
in and owning property in the area. 
 
 
We have a duty to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of each 
Conservation Area, under planning laws and our own policies. 
 
The Council as a Local Planning Authority is required to óformulate and publish 
proposals for the preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area, which are 
Conservation Areasô (Section 71 of the Act).  This Character Appraisal fulfils this 
statutory duty. 
 
Extra protection 
 
In some cases there is extra Protection for Conservation Areas 
 
An Article 4(1) or 4(2) Direction can give extra protection to certain Conservation 
Areas. This means that in these areas even minor alterations, for example 
constructing a porch, replacing windows or re-roofing could require planning 
permission.  
 
For this level of protection these Conservation Areas need to be ñexceptionalò in 
terms of character and interest. 
 
An Article 4 Direction was placed on Walton Green Conservation Area on 6 June 
1979. 
 
Conservation Area Appraisal 
 
The Appraisal is not intended to be comprehensive; the omission of any building, 
feature or space should not be taken to imply that it is of no interest. 
 
The Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the adopted South Ribble Borough 
Local Plan (Adopted February 2000) Policy 15, National Planning Policy Framework, 
Central Lancashire Core Strategy and the Site Allocations and Development 
Management Policies DPD. 
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Introduction 
 
Walton Green Conservation Area was designated as a Conservation Area on 29 
September 1976.  It was the first Conservation Area to be designated in South 
Ribble. 

 

Walton Green: Special Character and Appearance 
 
The designation of Walton Green as a Conservation Area is in recognition of the 
areaôs special historical character and architectural interest with buildings dating from 
the 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries. 
 

Walton Green has an almost rural óvillage greenô atmosphere.  On entering the street 
from the A6 there is an immediate impression of enclosure and security.  There is a 
drop in level from the main road which helps to separate the area from those 
surrounding it and the Green is visually enclosed at the other end by trees (newer 
build).  Though there is a variety of building styles, a very harmonious atmosphere 
has been achieved.  Most of the dwellings are small in scale; the largest being the 
Victorian houses, but even these achieve a ócottageyô feel because of their 
picturesque detailing, steeply pitched roofs, gables and porches. 
 
Walton Green contains examples of buildings from the 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries 
within the space of a few hundred yards.  The oldest buildings have been modified ï 
either extended, sub-divided and altered ï but have remained with their essential 
character intact to the present date.  The later buildings have incorporated some of 
the character of the earlier ones ï smallness of scale, steeply pitched roofs, dormer 
windows and small front gardens which give a sense of intimacy and cosiness.  The 
slightly haphazard additions of dormers and porches do not generally detract from an 
overall feeling of natural development and growth.   

 

Walton Green: General Description 
 
Walton Green Conservation Area is 1.42 hectares in size. 
 
Walton Green developed along the bank of the River Darwen, close to the A6 trunk 
road.  Originally the buildings in the area may have been farm buildings but these 
have mostly disappeared and a new farm complex, known as Walton Hall Farm, was 
developed about 400 yards to the west in the late 17th Century and early 18th 
Century.  The Green is situated on what was once the back entrance to Walton Hall, 
with the main entrance to the Hall being entered from Hennel Lane. 
 
Old Walton Hall was demolished in 1834 and replaced by a large Victorian House 
subsequently demolished in 1940 but some of the outbuildings were incorporated 
into Walton Hall Farm.  The Walton Manor Estate has been in the possession of 
three important local families: the Banastres, the Langtons and the Hoghtons.  The 
1839 Tithe Map of Walton-Le-Dale shows that the Hoghton family owned most of the 
land at Walton Green at this period.  One of the buildings, no. 1 Walton Green, is 
recorded as an office belonging to Sir Henry Bold Hoghton, Baronet. 
 
There is one listed building within the conservation area.  The cottage at 12-14 
Walton Green is a Grade II Listed Building.  Dwellings no. 12, 14 and 16 are at 
present divided into two dwellings and would have at one time been one building ï 
with no. 16 being a later extension of the original house, which is now no.s 12-14.  
The original section is a typical óLancashire Cottageô or óYeomanôs Houseô and is 
dated 1675.   There are also some good examples of Victorian Houses, possibly 
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influenced by the óPicturesqueô and óArts and Craftsô movement.  Good examples of 
these can be seen at 18, 20 and 22.  There are also some small 18th Century and 
19th Century terraced cottages, which although individually undistinguished, together 
create pleasant groupings. 
 
One row of cottages may once have been a barn or warehouse and this building has 
a firemark of the Sun Insurance Company.  Every holder of the fire insurance policy 
from the Sun Insurance Company was issued with a plate bearing the policy number.  
In the event of fire the firemen, who were retained by the company, would try and put 
out the blaze having first checked that the victim possessed a plate bearing the sun 
device and policy number. 

 
Development of the settlement 
 
The historical development of Walton Green can be summarised as follows: 
 
Å From Middle Ages to the 18th Century - Largely agricultural and the land was 

divided into small enclosures and crofts ï growing root crops, improved 
grasses, potatoes, cereals and livestock, particularly cattle.  Cheese 
production was important.  Land was leased from landlords. 

 
Å From the early 18th Century there was evidence of agricultural improvement 

and prosperity brought about by the Napoleonic Wars.  Medium and larger 
farms were self-contained units with areas of arable land (cereals), and 
pasture and meadow for cattle.  As demand for produced increased (from 
neighbouring industrial towns, such as Preston) clear progress was being 
made: improved land drainage, improved crops and new breeds of animals. 

 
Å The development of handloom weaving was closely related to developments 

in agriculture: there was a cheap pool of labour readily available.  Weaving 
was introduced to farmhouses and many would become sub-divided, with 
cottages being built and a shop attached to every building. 
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Historical Maps 
 
Walton Green ï 1843-93 
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Walton Green 1891-1912 
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Walton Green 1904-1939 
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Walton Green 1919-1943 
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Walton Green 1928-1932 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












































