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Preface 
 
Conservation Areas 

 
'A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character 
and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.'  
 
 (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 
 
The Council is responsible for deciding whether an area should be designated as a Conservation 
Area, following extensive research and consultation with people living in and owning property in the 
area. 
 
 
We have a duty to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of each Conservation 
Area, under planning laws and our own policies. 
 
The Council as a Local Planning Authority is required to óformulate and publish proposals for the 
preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area, which are Conservation Areasô (Section 
71 of the Act).  This Character Appraisal fulfils this statutory duty. 

 
Extra protection 

 
In some cases there is extra Protection for Conservation Areas 
 
An Article 4(1) or 4(2) Direction can give extra protection to certain Conservation Areas. This 
means that in these areas even minor alterations, for example constructing a porch, replacing 
windows or re-roofing could require planning permission.  
 
For this level of protection these Conservation Areas need to be ñexceptionalò in terms of character 
and interest. 
 
There are no proposals to date to attach any additional planning controls, such as an Article 4(2) 
Direction to properties within the area. 
 
The appraisal is not intended to be comprehensive, the omission of any building, feature or space 
should not be taken to imply that it is of no interest. 
 
The Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the adopted South Ribble Borough Local Plan 
(Adopted February 2000) Policy 15, National Planning Policy Framework, Central Lancashire Core 
Strategy and the emerging Local Plan. 
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Introduction 
 
Sandy Lane Conservation Area was designated as a Conservation Area 13th May 2009. It is the 
most recent Conservation Area to be designated by the Council. 

 

Location plan of Sandy Lane 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sandy Lane Special Character and Appearance 
 
The designation of Sandy Lane as a Conservation Area is in recognition of the areaôs special 
historical character and architectural interest with buildings dating from the late C18th, with the 
majority being C19th and C20th residential properties.  Sandy Lane is a quiet residential area, set 
back from Church Road, with views towards St. Andrewôs Church.  Properties in the conservation 
area are well maintained and retain many of their original features. 
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Sandy Lane: General Description and History 
 
Sandy Lane Conservation Area measures 1.92 hectares in size. 
 
Sandy Lane used to live up to its name being sandy and full of potholes between Turpin Green 
Lane and Church Road. It had been a private lane with gates at either end, the gate near the 
church being adjacent to Victoria Terrace, while the gate at the other end was close to Charnock 
Old Hall.  
 
On the 1844 Map there was only Charnock Old Hall and Townfield House along the whole length 
of Sandy Lane. By the 1896 Ordnance Survey, from the Church Road end, there was the small 
cottage with an orchard opposite, which is Victoria Terrace. Further north, the houses of Pembroke 
Place, Prospect House and a small part of the long terrace opposite had been built.  
 
There are no listed buildings within the proposed conservation area, although many are suitable for 
inclusion on the local list of buildings, which is currently being prepared. 

 

Character and Appearance 
 
Sandy Lane has a pleasant almost óvillage greenô atmosphere.  On entering the street from the 
busy Church Road there is an immdeiate impression of enclosure and security.  The area is 
characterised by small hedges, trees and garden shrubbery. The area has a very harmonious 
atmosphere with the majority of the properties constructed of red brick.  Within Sandy Lane are two 
rows of terraced Victorian villas, many of which possess their original features: doors, boundary 
walls and gate piers.  Most of the dwellings are small in scale; the largest being Prospect House, 
Townfield House and Merlyn House.   
 
Sandy Lane contains examples of buildings from the C19th and C20th Centuries within the space 
of a few hundred yards.  The oldest buildings have been modified ï either extended, sub-divided 
and altered ï but have remained with their essential character intact to the present date.   

 
Oldest properties pre-,1893 

 
The oldest properties on Sandy Lane comprise the following: 
 
64-70 Sandy Lane 
48-50 Sandy Lane 
Prospect House 
1-6 inclusive Victoria Terrace 
Townfield House (39 Sandy Lane) 
33-35 Sandy Lane 
1-5 (all) Pembroke Place 
39 Pembroke Place (Merlyn) 
32 Sandy Lane 

 
1911-12 

 
2-24 (evens) Sandy Lane 
7 Victoria Terrace 
26-46 evens, Sandy Lane 

 

Historical Development 
 
The historical development of Sandy Lane, Leyland can be summarised as follows: 
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Å From Middle Ages to 18th Century ï the area was largely agricultural and the land was 
divided into small enclosures and crofts ï growing root crops, improved grasses, potatoes, 
cereals and livestock, particularly cattle ï these were known as the Medieval townfields.  

Å Together with Church Road, Fox Lane and Cow Lane, Sandy Lane formed a web of tracks 
which radiated out from St. Andrewôs Church (Church Road) across the townfields. 

 
Å From the early 18th Century there was evidence of agricultural improvement and prosperity 

brought about by the Napoleonic Wars.  Medium and larger farms were self-contained units 
with areas of arable land (cereals), and pasture and meadow for cattle.  As demand for 
produced increased (from neighbouring industrial towns, such as Preston) clear progress 
was being made: improved land drainage, improved crops and new breeds of animals. 

 
Å The development of handloom weaving was closely related to developments in agriculture: 

there was a cheap pool of labour readily available.  Weaving was introduced to farmhouses 
and many would become sub-divided, with cottages being built and a shop attached to 
every building. 

 
Å 1882-83 ï water pipes and drains installation spread across Leyland and sewers were 

carried along the length of Sandy Lane and linked up to residential premises. 

 

Important and Significant Buildings 
 
Prospect House 

 
 

 
Prospect House, Sandy Lane 
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Townfield House, 39, Sandy Lane  

 

 
Townfield House 

 
Prospect House and Townfield House 
 

These were the homes of the Berry families, who could trace their forebear's to a single strand. 
The doctors lived at Prospect House, while the mill owners lived at Townfield House in the 19th 
and 20th centuries.  
 

The doctorôs surgery was established in the former stables, though following the arrival of Doctors 
Wilmott, Fotheringham, Mc Bride and Meagher, the surgery moved to Occleshaw House in 1958.  
Prospect House was then brought by the Senior Citizens of Leyland with funds given by Miss 
Gregson of Heald House.  
 
Townfield House continues to hide its features behind the tall hedge, which from old photographs 
has been a feature of Sandy Lane for many years. It has been established, however, that a loom 
shop was in the cellar. 
 

 
 
 
 














































