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Preface 
 
Conservation Areas 

 
'A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.'  
 
 (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 
 
The Council is responsible for deciding whether an area should be designated as a 
Conservation Area, following extensive research and consultation with people living in and 
owning property in the area. 
 
We have a duty to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of each 
Conservation Area, under planning laws and our own policies. 
 
The Council as a Local Planning Authority is required to óformulate and publish proposals for 
the preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area, which are Conservation Areasô 
(Section 71 of the Act).  This Character Appraisal fulfils this statutory duty. 

 
Extra protection 

 
In some cases there is extra Protection for Conservation Areas. 
 
An Article 4(1) or 4(2) Direction can give extra protection to certain Conservation Areas. This 
means that in these areas even minor alterations, for example constructing a porch, 
replacing windows or re-roofing could require planning permission.  
 
For this level of protection these Conservation Areas need to be ñexceptionalò in terms of 
character and interest. 
 
An Article 4 Direction was placed on Leyland Cross Conservation Area on 28 November 
1986. 
 
The Appraisal is not intended to be comprehensive; the omission of any building, feature or 
space should not be taken to imply that it is of no interest. 
 
The Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the adopted South Ribble Borough Local 
Plan (Adopted February 2000) Policy 15, National Planning Policy Framework, Central 
Lancashire Core Strategy and the emerging Local Plan. 
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Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leyland Cross Conservation Area was designated as a Conservation Area on 1 November 
1978.  It is the second oldest Conservation Area in South Ribble. Aerial photograph of 
Leyland Cross Conservation Area: 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Leyland Cross Special Character and Appearance 
 
The designation of Leyland Cross as a Conservation Area is in recognition of the areaôs 
historical importance as the centre of the old village of Leyland, centered around the Village 
Cross, and includes parts of Towngate, Fox Lane, Worden Lane and Church Road.  
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Leyland Cross: General Description 
 
Leyland Cross Conservation Area is the second largest conservation area in South Ribble, 
being approximately 6.72 hectares in size. 
 
its position on the fringes of the present town centre. There are 17 listed buildings within 
Leyland Cross Conservation Area, and many other buildings, which are of local historic 
interest, including, the former Top School frontage on Fox Lane.  The listed buildings include 
the Cross, the Parish Church of St. Andrew, the old Grammar School and attached 
schoolmasters house, (now Leyland Museum and Exhibition Centre), the Almshouses on 
Fox Lane, the Weavers Cottages on Fox Lane, several properties on Worden Lane, and the 
Eagle and Child Inn on Church Road. 
 
The old stone Cross, allegedly dating back to Saxon times, stands in the centre of the 
Conservation Area, at the main crossroads, and used to mark the village green.   
 
Around the Cross iteself, are several small scale shops and cottages and two public houses, 
which contribute as a group to the overall character of the area.  This locality forms the focal 
point of an area, which is still known as óthe villageô, and that has remained virtually 
unchanged since the 19th Century, despite its position on the fringes of the present town 
centre. 
 
 
 

 
Leyland Cross ï marks the centre of óthe Villageô 
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Fox Lane looking towards St. Andrewôs Church 

 
 

 
Osbaldeston Charity Almshouses 








































































































