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Preface 
 
Conservation Areas 
 
'A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character 
and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.'  
 
 (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 
 
The Council is responsible for deciding whether an area should be designated as a Conservation 
Area, following extensive research and consultation with people living in and owning property in the 
area. 
 
We have a duty to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of each Conservation 
Area, under planning laws and our own policies. 
 
The Council as a Local Planning Authority is required to óformulate and publish proposals for the 
preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area, which are Conservation Areasô (Section 
71 of the Act).  This Character Appraisal fulfils this statutory duty. 
 
Extra protection 
 
In some cases there is extra Protection for Conservation Areas 
 
An Article 4(1) or 4(2) Direction can give extra protection to certain Conservation Areas. This 
means that in these areas even minor alterations, for example constructing a porch, replacing 
windows or re-roofing could require planning permission.  
 
For this level of protection these Conservation Areas need to be ñexceptionalò in terms of character 
and interest. 
 
This level of protection is not appropriate at Greenbank Road. 
 
The Appraisal is not intended to be comprehensive; the omission of any building, feature or space 
should not be taken to imply that it is of no interest. 
 
The Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the adopted South Ribble Borough Local Plan 
(Adopted February 2000) Policy 15, National Planning Policy Framework, Central Lancashire Core 
Strategy and the emerging Local Plan. 
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Introduction 
 
The Borough Council designated Greenbank Road, Middleforth, Penwortham as a Conservation 
Area in recognition of its special architectural and historic interest.   
 
The designation of Greenbank Road as a Conservation Area was initiated by local councillors and 
supported by the Borough Council and residents in the area. The status was awarded on 16 July 
2007.  
 
Conservation Areas are designated usually because of their buildings, but they can also be 
designated because of their history, architecture, layout or private spaces, such as canals, 
gardens, parks and greens, trees or street furniture.  Conservation Areas give broader protection 
than listing individual buildings, and all features within the area, listed or otherwise, are recognised 
as part of its character. 

 

Greenbank Road: General Description 
 
The Conservation Area at Greenbank Road is quite small and is characterised by Victorian and 
Edwardian properties that are reasonably well-maintained.  The area is flat in character and apart 
from a small grassed area/mound, with semi-mature trees fronting onto Leyland Road at the 
Marshallôs Brow/southern end of the site.  Within the boundary, there are few trees, although many 
of the properties have well-kept gardens with a variety of foliage and shrubbery.  The majority of 
the buildings within the Conservation Area are residential properties, apart from Penwortham 
Social Club and associated car park, cricket pavilion and Bowling Green to the north of the area.  
 
There are no listed buildings in the Conservation Area, although the quality of the residential 
properties represent good examples of Victorian and Edwardian architecture and give an insight 
into the past.  In the middle of the Conservation Area lies the former Penwortham Workhouse, this 
dates back to the late 1790s.  This building was converted to residential properties after the 
workhouse closed in the 1860s and the building remains in its original óTô plan style.   Together, 
these buildings, add to the overall pleasing character of the area and the historic environment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
To the south of the site are 2 blocks of 4 and 5 red-brick terraced Victorian properties.  These 
properties are in a good state of repair, although all of the original windows have been replaced 
with either uvpc or hardwood frames.  
 
There are no listed buildings within the Greenbank Road Conservation Area, although there are 
buildings which are of local historic interest, most notably, the former Penwortham Workhouse, 

now Manor Cottages. 
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Manor Cottages ï former Penwortham Workhouse 

 

 
 

Historical Development 
 

Social and Economic History 
 
Medieval to mid-18th Century 

 
It was largely agricultural, rough grazing land and the keeping of cattle, pigs and sheep. 

 
Late 18th Century 

 
Growth of handloom weaving industry (flax and hemp) in 18th Century that finally died in the early 
1850s.  Penwortham Workhouse erected on Greenbank Road. 

 
1785 
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John Watson built Penwortham Mill on Factory Lane. Textile factory: weaving and fabric 
production.  The factory was originally powered by a water mill running off a stream that fed into 
the Ribble. 

 
By the late 1790s 

 
Owners of large textile mills purchased large numbers of children from workhouses and 
orphanages in all the larger towns and cities, including London.  About a third of the workers in the 
cotton industry were children and known as pauper apprentices. 

 
Penwortham Mill 

 
Purchased by Vernon Carus in 1915 and specialised in the manufacture of surgical lint ï a product 
which was in massive demand during the First World War. 

 

Evolution and Development of Penwortham Workhouse 
 
1790s 

 
A period of great economic distress: agrarian decline, industrial revolution and the Napoleonic 
Wars. 

 
1796 

 
Penwortham Workhouse opened for the paupers of the Parish and served the township of 
Penwortham and Middleforth Green. Land to the north, now occupied by a yard and car park, was 
originally the óPotato Groundô on which potatoes were grown to feed the paupers in the workhouse. 

 
1834 

 
Designated as a Unionôs Girlsô School. 

 
1842-7 

 
The building was adapted as a hostel for aged and infirm male paupers. 

 
1847-1851 

 
The male paupers were evicted and sent to other workhouses so that Penwortham Workhouse 
could be used as a óHouse of Recoveryô during the Preston typhoid epidemic. 

 
1851- 1860s 

 
Maximum of 86 female pauper children (aged 4-13) were accommodated there and a school was 
set up within it to cater for them and other poor children locally. 
 
In 1866, a Poor Law Board inspection recorded: 

 
This workhouse is an old building, adjoining the road, with a moderately-sized garden. There is water of good 
quality, and of ample supply.  
 
It is set apart for the reception of pauper girls only, of whom 86 are allowed to be maintained in it at one time. At 
present there are 67. Their ages vary from 4 to 13 years. Twenty of them are Roman Catholics, and are visited by 
priests of the school. The remainder belong to the Church of England, and attend church on Sundays.  
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The girls are under the care of a matron, who is also the schoolmistress. She is assisted by 10 pauper servants ñ 
seven women and three old men.  
 
The reports of the inspector of schools are of a favourable character. The children readily obtain employment as 
soon as they are old and strong enough, and they keep their places when they leave the school.  
 
They appear to be clean, well clothed, well fed, contented, and cheerful. The house and the wards are perfectly 
clean. The food is sufficient in quantity and good of its kind. The beds and bedding, clean and comfortable. The 
ventilation is good.  

 
 
Upon the whole, this establishment is in a satisfactory state, and its management does much credit to the matron 
who has charge of it.õ 

 
1860s 

 
Closure of workhouse which was then converted to a row of whitewashed cottages ñManor 
Cottagesò as we know it today. The original óTô shaped plan of the workhouse building remains. 

 
1860s Map of Middleforth Green showing Penwortham Workhouse 

 
 

 
 
 
De
vel
op
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Medieval period until 17th Century 
 
Middleforth Green was a large expanse of flat wet meadows, course grass and scrub with marshy 
hollows and streams, used as rough grazing land.  It was characterised by small enclosures, 
irregularly spaced crofts and scattered cottages.  

 

17th and early 18th Centuries 



 

 10 

 
The size of the green was reduced in size and small fields and crofts were formed. 

 

Today 
 
The landscape retains an irregular feel and although most of the green has now gone, many of the 
original characteristics of the land are still apparent, e.g. single cottages scattered at different 
angles, and short lanes and paths which mark the routes of old tracks. 

 

Greenbank Road 
 
This is a narrow strip of the old green which remained as a ógreen bankô. 
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Historical Maps 
 
Greenbank Road ï 1843-93 
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Greenbank Road 1891-1912 
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Greenbank Road 1904-1939 
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