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Preface 
 
Conservation Areas 
 
'A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character 
and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.'  
 
 (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 
 
The Council is responsible for deciding whether an area should be designated as a Conservation 
Area, following extensive research and consultation with people living in and owning property in the 
area. 
 
We have a duty to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of each Conservation 
Area, under planning laws and our own policies. 
 
The Council as a Local Planning Authority is required to óformulate and publish proposals for the 
preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area, which are Conservation Areasô (Section 
71 of the Act).  This Character Appraisal fulfils this statutory duty. 
 
Extra protection 
 
In some cases there is extra Protection for Conservation Areas 
 
An Article 4(1) or 4(2) Direction can give extra protection to certain Conservation Areas. This 
means that in these areas even minor alterations, for example constructing a porch, replacing 
windows or re-roofing could require planning permission.  
 
For this level of protection these Conservation Areas need to be ñexceptionalò in terms of character 
and interest. 
 
There is no Article 4 Direction in place at Church Road. 
 
Conservation Area Appraisal 
 
The Appraisal is not intended to be comprehensive; the omission of any building, feature or space 
should not be taken to imply that it is of no interest. 
 
The Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the adopted South Ribble Borough Local Plan 
(Adopted February 2000) Policy 15, National Planning Policy Framework, Central Lancashire Core 
Strategy and the emerging Local Plan. 
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Introduction 
 

 
 
Church Road Conservation Area was designated as a Conservation Area on 17 April 1985.  

 

Church Road Special Character and Appearance 
 
Church Road Conservation Area is unusual for the locality, in that most of the buildings are 
constructed of stone, and this building material, together with the trees surrounding St. Saviourôs 
Church give the area a cohesive identity. 
 
There are three listed buildings: Ye Olde hob Inn (formerly The Black Horse), the Church of St. 
Saviour and St. Saviourôs Church of England School.  The Hob Inn is said to be seventeenth 
Century but has been much altered and remains a building of character.  The Church and Church 
School are attractive buildings on opposite sides of the road, which complement each other.  The 
church is set in a wooded churchyard retained by a stone wall.  The entrance to the churchyard 
has an ornate lychgate. 
 
The most attractive of the unlisted buildings in the area are the terraced residential properties 
between the Hob Inn and Church Mews (a relatively new residential development).  These are 
well-built garden-fronted stone cottages of simple design and owing much of their charm to the fact 
that they have been little altered, and therefore, still retain overall harmony. 

 

Church Road: General Description 
 
Church Road Conservation Area is approximately 4.04ha hectares in size. 
 
The area contains three listed buildings including the Church of St Saviour (Grade II), Ye Olde Hob 
Inn (Grade II) and St. Saviourôs Church of England School (Grade II). Particular features of interest 
include St Saviourôs Church dated back to the early 19th Century, St. Saviourôs Church of England 
School, No conservation area appraisal of the area has been produced previously.    
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The Conservation Area extends from the Hob Inn near the corner of Church Road, Bamber Bridge 
with Station Road to St Saviour's School. The area is unusual for the locality in that most of the 
buildings are stone together with the trees surrounding the church.   
 
Church Road is characterised by stone built residential properties, together with a church, a church 
school, a parish hall and a public house.  These are well-built, garden-fronted stone cottages of 
simple design which owe much of their charm and character to the fact that they have been little 
altered and therefore still retain their harmony. 
 
St. Saviourôs Church 
 
St Saviourôs Church was built in 1817 by Edmund Sharpe, with transepts and chancel designed by 
T.H Myres.  The roof is stone slate with red ridge tiles. 

 

 
St Saviourôs Church 

 
St. Saviourôs Church of England School 

 
The school was built in the early 19th Century.  It is a stone building (coursed and squared at the 
front, with rubble at the sides and rear) with a slate roof.  The building is of Romanesque style with 
stone mullion windows.  The front is 10 bays in length, with a gabled entrance in the 5th bay.  The 
building complements the Church of St. Saviour on the opposite site of Church Road. 
  

 
St. Saviourôs Church of England School 
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Ye Olde Hob Inn 

 
The public house is dated back to the 17th Century and has been altered over time.  The exterior is 
pebble-dashed stone with the 1st floor rendered with applied timber.  The roof is thatched with 

gable chimneys and two ridge chimneys. 
 

 
Ye Olde Hob Inn 

 
























































