A Walk around St. Mary’s Parish Boundary, Penwortham.

Background.

= Boundary of ancient parish Penwortham is one of the ancient parishes of
=——= Township boundary

| Lancashire. Until the 17th century it comprised of the
townships of Longton, Howick, Penwortham,
Farington and Hutton. In the early medieval period it
3 also comprised of Brindle.

The earliest written record of a church at

St. Mary’s Parish once covered, the whole of the

manor of Penwortham, but as St. Leonard’s Church in
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m— e Middleforth grew further, it was soon able to
Map courtesy of Alan Crosby from his book

" : N manage its own affairs and in 1959 became a
Penwortham in the past

conventional district but still in the Parish of St. Mary,

Penwortham.

Further growth took place with Penwortham becoming part of the Central Lancashire New Town. It was
therefore decided that St. Leonard’s could stand alone from St. Mary’s and a new benefice of the Parish
of St. Leonard, Penwortham was established on 1 April 1972 by an Order in Council dated 1 March 1972.
The area concerned was taken out of the ancient parish of St. Mary and also from the parish of St. Paul,

Farington.

St. Mary’s Church.
The oldest part of the church is the chancel. The west tower was
added in the 15th century, and the nave and aisles were
replaced in 1855-56 by E. G. Paley. The church is built in stone,
and has a slate roof. The tower has diagonal buttresses, a west
doorway, a window with Perpendicular tracery, an ogee-
headed niche with crocketed pinnacles, and an embattled

parapet with angle pinnacles. It is Grade II* listed.

Distance: 7.74 miles

Time: 3 to 3% hours plus time for refreshments.

Grade: Easy. Some steps and inclines. Uneven ground in places.
Clothing: Boots with reasonable tread are advisable.

Map: OS Explorer 286 Blackpool & Preston

The entire route is suitable for walkers. Some of the route is suitable for wheelchairs, cyclists and horses.
| have created a separate boundary walk for St. Leonard’s Parish and the two may be combined to make a

9 mile walk.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aisle#church_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._G._Paley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buttress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpendicular_Gothic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tracery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niche_(architecture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crocket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinnacle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parapet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_buildings_in_Penwortham#cite_note-FOOTNOTEHartwellPevsner2009499-3
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2 Longton
Parish

St. Mary’s Parish is 2.8 Sq Miles.
In 2011 the population was 10,544. The number of occupied households in 2011 was

4,294
Legend
Boundary— Blue

Walk where away from boundary— Red
Alternative route — Green



Directions:

8 Start: St. Mary’s Church, Church Ave,
Penwortham PR1 OAH although the route
B can be commenced anywhere. Th e o0
par 8t of Mary’'s Chur§
which dat e'sC farmdn w¢
Bt owe'tT)(.15 |

= 1. Walk from St. Mary’s Church (Fig 1), in
a southerly direction down Church Ave as far as
Fig1 the cross on the left. Follow the path down the
steps. (Fig 2)

At the bottom of the steps, turn left and walk along the path through the woods. You
will hear the noise from the Penwortham by-pass on the right.

2. At the end of the path you will see the Penwortham Fly-over (Fig 3 ) which

carries traffic over the River Ribble. The bridge and by-pass was completed in 1985.
Turn left and commence walking the boundary in an anti-clockwise direction. With
the river on your right. Fig3

_3.0nthelef is the former site of the
staton that provided electricity to a
1980’ s t h e mhe cba e@omes a largedpen space with a small harbour

wall on the right. (Fig 4)

This harbour has been redundant for ma
and 2014 when barges from Etldrersanetr ra rPX

secton arrived on a high tde, docked o

were then carriedl mad dberg athe2 AA®h btyo | Pe

- Sudt aton at Howi c k. You will pass und
Fig4 stretch.

4. After the modern electricity sub-station, pass through another kissing gate (Fig 5)
onto a rough track. Penwortham Golf Club is to the left. Take the higher path for
better views of the surrounding countryside, river and Riversway Docklands on the
opposite side of the river. Follow the “Lancashire Way” and “Ribble Way” signs.

— 5. You will see the entrance to Preston Dock across the
river, otherwise know as “The Bullnose”. At a very low tide, .
sand banks take up much of the width of the river here. Fig 5

(Fige). Prest on Dock was open 92
was the | argest single h e
named afer Queen Victori i s oO
to the Prince |l aying t ht our
dock is 15.9 miles fromg h ¢
for shipping unt/ its cl 19

Keeping going along the river walk, pass the wooden directional post, then go through
through the gate (Fig 7). The footpath continues in spacious grazing land.

Fig7




6. You are about to leave the river when you reach the
stile and footpath sign (Fig 8). This is a primitive footpath and
very overgrown in places. Before you do, take a look at Mill
Brook where it enters the River Ribble. This is the western

4 boundary of St. Mary’s Parish and also of the Howick township.

o If you were to cross the brook here, you could take the

i footpath which runs parallel to the brook but which takes you
eventually to Hutton via Ratten Lane. Ifit is wet, | recommend
Fig 8 you take this path as there is slippery bank at the end of the primitive footpath.
They both join together however at the farm track (Fig 10). See also Green route.

Figg

7. We are now going to leave the

4 boundary as no footpaths are nearby. At

= the farm track, turn left and walk in an

i easterly direction until you reach the “’'T”

junction, then turn right. (Fig 11).

| Keep to the right where there is no

footpath. Walk up the hill, passing Howick

Row cottages (Fig 12) and the

Fig 1o Fig11 Fig22 Penwortham Sub-station generators on
the right.

There is a public footpath on the left which takes you to Blashaw Lane, should you wish!

% 8. Continue along Howick Cross Lane. You will pass a few farm houses.
Of speci al interest is Hesketh Fa

listed building and descrsilbaetdel as :
some -stane. It has t wo s tschraepyesd wil
Mwith a main range with a cross wi
ggsegment al head, and above it is a
M arccasememnatlsso with segmental heads
Mstairlight window, and there is a
*windows, soamentiviyrhpybodl 7mb yIFdg 13)
Fig13 Along the lane is the entrance to the National Grid - Penwortham Sub-
station.

9. Following several houses on the left and a farm on the right, you will soon #
reach Liverpool Road. Before you cross the road, why not sit down on the
bench and take refreshments.

Admire the Grade Il listed Wayside Cross. (Fig 14)

The cross was restored in 1919, i gi
consists ofshapeodghll yclk ubm)c evi td

cent metirne)s de2edp. Thi s st gnd,an tadmd st
a cross fli3mgthegh33 The inscriptdad at

commemorate peace in 1919.

Figas4



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casement_window
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hood_mould
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plinth

10. Liverpool Road is much quieter than it was due to the new by-pass from
8 Broad Oak traffic Island to Howick Cross.

@* Cross Liverpool Road at the crossing and walk along Howick Moor Lane. The

% parish boundary is still Mill Brook which is culverted under Liverpool Road to
the south west of Howick C E Primary School.

On the right are the new All Hallows Catholic High School sports fields. When
b the lane comes to an end, continue along the footpath with the school on your
left.

Fig1s Al | Hal |l ows Catholic High School S
Penwortham in the English county of
Roman Catholic voluntary aided school administe

Catholic Archdiocese of Liverpool

11. At the end of the footpath (Fig
16), you reach the Broad Oak
Traffic Island. The boundary is
Mill Brook at the where Harrison
. Lane merges with Broad Oak

‘ Lane. (Fig 17)This involves

| crossing over the island to the

N right. Its only a five minute walk
but here is a picture if you don’t
want to go there! Unless you are
combining the St. Leonard’s
parish Boundary Walk, (Fig 18)
Fig 16 you must return to the island.

12. The boundary between St. Mary’s and St. Leonard’s Parishes is the centre
of the by-pass travelling in a north-easterly direction. As there are no footpaths
down the dual carriageway, we will take the footpaths on either side.

Cross over the islands at traffic lights and take the footpath alongside Booths
on Millbrook Way in St. Leonard’s Parish. (Fig 19)

® . 220was3 f/o2uin deidR i n -yJeuanted 1t8eda7 dneha
S Edwin Henry Boot hTlog e@Qleidna shop call

HouisBl ackilpnooll86 3, he ac e o

“wi nes and spirits, and er e

i byt haml8Bbaahthurl@84.

business was incbrmot i va

companyl1l896. Edwin's s rned
Fig19 the stores in 1902 and Il s

sharehol déts hias 1T @2n@. t h
Booth family and staf ever sinceﬁ oV
and with no individual h aviTnhge ncou of
chair man, Edwin J. Boot h, i's the on.

13. At the junction of Millbrook Way and Cop Lane, turn left. Cross over the
bridge, cross over Cop Lane and aim for the footpath / cycleway to Preston
alongside Cop Lane School. (Fig 20). You are now back in St. Mary’s Parish.

Fig 20



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackpool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lytham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackburn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limited_company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limited_company

Cop Lane C E Primary School,
was built i n 1878. The frst
in place further along Cop L
Continue along the footpath / cycle path passing the Hurst Grange
Park Extension on your left.

14. At the junction, turn right taking the cycle path (62) to Preston.
(Fig 21) Take the bridge over the dual carriageway and take the
steps down to the left. Alternatively bare right and take the sloping
footpath which takes you to the same place.

The boundary is the old West Lancashire Railway line (WLR) on your Fig 21

right. Walk along this footpath until you get to Leyland Road.

The WLR, |l ike many smaller railways, was openec
when the West Lancashire terminus at the botom
the |Iline, the company also had its own Ter minus
to make a proft. More and more passenger trair
and Whitehouse Juncton. As a result the staton
Gui |l ds. The Iine contnued with goods trafc unt
1964. Broadgate Cycles were based at the redunc
in the | ate 1970’ s.

15. At Penwortham Methodist Church, cross Leyland Road using the island in the centre of the road for

safety. (Fig 22)

The original chapel was Riuuillt rov
1833, this building, dwhsipalhabylss oOWr
pl aquewalblot c®e mmemor ate its or§@

| n | ater years there was the ger
and so the church on its pres en e
t he growing congregaton.

At the tme when Penwortham BrlEs 5 Ch
full wasmef)r st opened, the nea/ o s
was the | owest bridging pointEEEEE =~/ Ri bl
constructon of the "old"' bridmgge, the only means
was bemtyor ford just a few huondreds—yards—up t
Mi ddl eforth gets its name from the Middle Ford.

16. Take the short footpath at the back

I speaking the piers of the bridge
carrying a gas pipe line are still in
place. (Fig 23).

17. Take time to look at Old
Penwortham Bridge. (Fig 24) The
Fig 23 bridge is built in stone and consists of ~ Fig 24
five unequal segmental arches.
The cutwaters rise to form refuges at the sides of the footpath. The parapets curve to form walls on the
south side. The bridge is also a scheduled monument and is Grade 2 listed. The river is the boundary.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cutwater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parapet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scheduled_monument

18. Walk along the footpath on Leyland Road (river side). Turn right under the barrier and take the track
alongside the allotments.

This area is known as “The n c
38 acres and used for graz h
and Preston Townships. The | &
“Narrow Water” which surro uc
Leyland Road is now. The r n
that the boundary between ac
decided. When the old chan ar
bank was i mproved in the m ar
the centre of the present .
City Council manage the al nv
Hol me East and Penwortham Hol

Fig 26 Fig 27

The North Lancashire Agricutturat Society Show
on this land during Preston Guild in 1862. The
would be standing on Broadgate. The river runs
The marquees and show rings are on the Hol me. /
The Liverpool Road “New Bridge” built in 1915 c
centre overlooking all of Preston and its envir
consecrated in 1854, this marvel by the Ribble

19. At the top of the hill, watch for
approaching traffic. Cross Liverpool
Road with the above “new bridge”
" on your right and walk towards the
gate. (Fig 28). There are more

- allotments on your left. Go straight
on to the Penwortham Fly-Over.

2 20. Immediately after the bridge,
turn left and walk back through the
woodland footpath to the steps. (Fig
29)

Fig 28




21. At the top of the steps, turn right and make your way back to the
church. If the gate is open, have a look at the Lych gate, take a closer
look at the church and the gravestones. (Fig 30)

There are three Grade 11 |l i sted

There is a tomb chest Jofthnl814 whi
Hor rMekber of apnadr Icicaamenntmanuf act u
members of his family. The tomb ¢
surroundsdr diyloinngfsniwalt$ urn

Look at the slab of 1662 which cc
rectangular on a stone base, and

apital Il eters flling the entre s
‘There is a gravestone dated 1686
Fig 30 Hol linhurst. It consists of a rec
stones, and is inscribed in raisete
There sendglGatada 11) in the churchyardpll,ntatnodn sa
octagonal col umonu |lwiaetgla ha | ¢ iorppculOaar t he top 1 s an

openwanroknon

Philip Walsh

#Lockdown during COVID19 - June 2020.

Sources:

The Church of England

“Penwortham in the past” by Alan Crosby. Carnegie Press 1988
OS Maps on-line

www.southribble.co.uk

www.preston.gov.uk

Thanks to the Vicar and Wardens of St. Mary’s Church

Photographs: Philip Walsh


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Horrocks_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Horrocks_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cast_iron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plinth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molding_(decorative)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_(architecture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnomon

